
Listening To God 
 
We continue in Luke's Gospel this week with the closing verses in chapter 16 with 
the rich man and Lazarus. 
 
It's highly unusual in the culture at the time to mention the "laid beggar" (see 
verse 20) by name and then not even bother to mention the name of the rich 
man. 
This irregularity and reversal of circumstances highlights the reversal of the 
Gospel in general. 
With the Gospel, the first are last and last first, and the low are lifted high and the 
high made low. 
 
The rich man is unhappy with his circumstances and doesn't want his five 
brothers to suffer in a similar way and so he pleas with Abraham. 
He wants Abraham to send help to his brothers in the form of Lazarus to warn 
them. 
Abraham replies that his brothers have all they need in Moses and the prophets 
to warn and prepare them. 
If they are not convinced by them they won't be convinced by anything ( see verse 
31 - even someone rising from the dead won't convince them). 
 
There are no if, ands, and buts about it; God provides all we will ever need. 
It is however human to want more. 
Indeed Adam and Eve, the very first humans, wanted more and all that did was 
cause them grief. 
 
Consider this brief prayer this week: 
"Help us Lord to be happy and content with what we have. 
Help us also to listen to the words of Moses and the prophets - your Holy Word - 
the Bible - as we do our best to live lives that glorify you and are pleasing in your 
sight. 
Thank you Lord for the God News of Jesus Christ. 
May we celebrate and share His goodness each and every day. 
Amen " 
 
Ponder these things  - and anything else God holds before you - as you prepare to 
worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit this week in community. 


