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August 11th, 2019 

Scripture: 

Psalm 33 

Hebrews 11: 1-3 & Luke 12: 32-488-16 

 

 

“Where is your treasure?” 

 

Last week we heard about the parable of the rich fool --- and his desire to 

build bigger barns to store up his treasure --- in Luke chapter 12 just prior to 

our reading for this morning. 

 

And just before that we heard Jesus saying ---- “And everyone who speaks a 

word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.” --- in verse 10 from Luke 12. 

 

Just past our reading for today ---- verses we will look at next week ------- 

Jesus says this --- picking it up at verse 49 ----  

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under 

until it is completed!  

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?  

No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family 

divided against each other, three against two and two against three.” 

 

Jesus in His own words --- just prior ---- and just post --- our passage for 

today --- 

 

“…anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.”  

And 

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! 

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.” 

 

Harsh --- pointed words ---- from the mouth of our Lord. 

 

This is the context in which we find our passage this morning. 

 

And the truth is our passage also contains some pretty harsh and pointed 

words as well. 
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Words like -----  

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not 

do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows.  

But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will 

be beaten with few blows…” ---- from verse 47 and 48 today. 

 

And words like ----  

“The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 

and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a 

place with the unbelievers.” ---- from verse 46. 

 

Jesus in His own words. 

 

And Jesus also says ----- verse 40 today ---  

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

And just prior to this --- and the story about being watchful ----- come these 

familiar words --- 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” ---- which of 

course also appears in The Sermon on the Mount ---- in Matthew 6. 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

Notice it’s ---- “where your treasure is” --- and not what your treasure is. 

 

Where your treasure is ----- NOT --- what your treasure is. 

 

So where is our treasure? 

 

Where is our treasure? 

 

Where is your treasure? ----- that is something we all answer individually --- 

on our own. 



 3 

 

Where is your treasue? 

 

Is your treasure --- in a quiet cup of coffee in the morning? 

 

Is your treasure ----- in a glass of wine after supper? 

 

Is your treasure ----- in your annual 2 maybe 3 week vacation to the family 

cottage every year? --- is it camping? ---- your back patio at the end of long 

summer day ---- in front of the fire place on a cold winter night? ----- and so 

on. 

 

Is your treasure found in the hour or so after your kids go to bed before you 

yourself retire for the day ---- in the quiet after the hush? 

 

Is your treasure in getting up at 5:30 or 6 ---- or perhaps even earlier ------ 

before anyone else in the house wakes for quiet time to yourself? 

 

Is your treasure in the time when your children --- or your grand children ---- 

drop in for a visit? ---- is your treasure jus after they leave ---- finally peace 

and quiet again?  

 

Is your treasure in your daily prayer time and Bible study time ---- do you 

even have daily prayer and Bible study time? --- if not start ---- and start 

today. 

 

Is your treasure in weekly communal worship? --- maybe worship is the only 

hour you can actually turn your phone off each week. 

 

Where is your treasure?   

 

Not what is your treasure --- that isn’t what Jesus says ----- but where is 

your treasure. 

 

Jesus in His own words ---  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

Maybe it’s only once we get an idea of where our treasure is ---- that we’re 

ready for the next part of the passage --- the story about being watchful. 
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Like so many of Jesus’ parables --- stories that teach and not just amuse. 

 

Like so many of Jesus’ parables this one has some pretty harsh and stern 

warnings --- as well as some pretty powerful words of comfort and relief. 

 

Basically the story from Luke 12 ---- verse 35 to 48 drives homes the 

importance of being ready --- prepared --- watchful. 

 

Which brings us to the second question in the passage. 

 

First question ---- where is our treasure? 

 

Second question ------ what does watchfulness mean? 

 

What does watchfulness mean? 

 

The beginning of the parable reads this way ----- picking it up at verse 35 --- 

 

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like servants 

waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he 

comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.  

It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when 

he comes.  

Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the 

table and will come and wait on them.  

It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he 

comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak.” 

 

Be on the look out --- be ready. 

 

But does this mean we are not even to sleep? 

 

Are we to remain so ready --- so prepared --- so watchful --- that we stay up 

every single night --- maybe even toward daybreak every night ---- dressed 

and ready to open the door --- as the passage suggests? 

 

Surely not! 

 

We do have to sleep --- and rest ---- close our eyes. 
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Jesus wouldn’t deprive us of sleep. 

 

So then what does it mean then to be watchful --- ready --- prepared? --- all 

the time --- including the middle of the night and toward daybreak? 

 

Jesus says in verse 40 today --- 

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

Being ready --- being prepared --- being watchful ----- is more about a 

spiritual awakedness --- a spiritual awareness --- than anything else. 

 

Spiritual awakedness ------ spiritual awareness ------ is about having a focus 

on the sometimes unexpected movement of the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom 

of God. 

 

Spiritual awakedness ----- and spiritual awareness --- is not a stagnant place 

or disposition ----- it is active --- dynamic and fluid --- something we 

continually strive for as opposed to arrive at. 

 

Spiritual awakedness ---- spiritual awareness --- sanctification --- is an on 

going process ---- there is no arriving ----- only journeying --- beautiful --- 

continual ----- resurrected life ---- everlasting life journeying. 

 

There is no finish line when it comes to walking with Christ --- journeying 

in faith. 

 

Only stages and steps --- in an ongoing never ending ---- life everlasting --- 

faith walk. 

 

And that is a beautiful --- and a comforting ----- Gospel reality. 

 

That’s part of the encouragement of the Gospel for today ---- that our 

journey is ongoing ---- endlessly --- everlasting life in Christ.  

 

Remember Luke 12 begins with the words ----- the heading ----- Warnings 

and Encouragements. 

 

Warnings and Encouragements. 
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The Gospel is often both ----- Warnings and Encouragements ---- and at the 

same time. 

 

Question 3. 

 

First question ---- where is our treasure? 

 

Second question ------ what does watchfulness mean? 

 

Be ready Jesus says --- be ready. 

 

But for what? 

 

What are we to be ready --- get ready for? --- that’s the third question the 

Gospel holds before us today. 

 

Be ready --- but for what? 

 

The answer ----- for the master’s return. 

 

For His return --- Jesus’ ---- at the end of time as we know it --- the second 

coming return. 

 

And as Jesus says over and over again ---- no one knows when this time will 

come. 

 

He even likens it to a thief in the night ---- unexpected. 

 

Verse 39 from Luke 12 today ----  

“But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.” 

 

And then it’s ------ 

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

We are to know where our treasure is ----- we are to know what it means to 

be watchful --- and we are also to know what it is we are being watchful 

about. 
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What maters to us? --- question 1. 

 

What does it mean to be watchful? --- question 2. 

 

And what are we to be watchful --- ready for --- prepared for? --- question 3. 

 

These are 3 pretty important questions that the Gospel holds before us today. 

 

What maters to us? --- Where is our treasure? 

 

What does it mean to be watchful? --- to be ready? 

 

And what are we to be watchful --- ready ---- prepared for? 

 

The answers… 

 

Or at least my answers --- yours may differ. 

 

What do I treasure? 

 

I treasure doing things in such a way that they give glory to God. 

 

Doing things in such a way that they give glory to God. 

 

Not always easy --- but possible thank to grace. 

 

Being watchful --- what does it mean to be watchful? 

 

Being watchful --- it seems to me ---- is all about taking care to only do 

those things that point to God and glorify Him --- me second --- God first. 

 

And then thirdly --- what am I being watchful for ------ what am I preparing 

for ------ what am I readying myself for ----- the answer --- His triumphant 

return. 

 

His triumphant return ---- when more than any other time ever ---- we are 

presented with the opportunity to glorify God --- by falling at His feet in 

humble adoration to worship. 
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What do I treasure ---- glorifying God. 

 

What does it mean to be watchful --- looking for opportunities to glorify 

Him in all I do. 

 

And then thirdly ---- what am I being watchful for ----- His final return and 

the greatest of all opportunities to glorify Him and for His glory to be 

revealed. 

 

That might be how I would answer these 3 questions the Gospel poses today. 

 

But of course all answers ----- mine chiefly perhaps even --- are only ever 

but partial. 

 

Because as Paul says --- now --- here on earth --- we only but see through a 

glass and darkly --- partially --- corruptly even. 

 

In the King James --- 1 Corinthians 13 verse 12 reads ----  

“For now we see through a glass, darkly…” 

 

In the NIV it’s -----  

“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face.” 

 

Our understanding is only ever partial. 

 

Partial ----- all of us --- for certain. 

 

And yet ---- some less partial than others for sure. 

 

Some clearer than others for sure --- that’s one reason we need to listen to 

each other ---- because some people do see more clearly -----  

 

And we know this because of the last verse from our passage in Luke 12 

today ---- verse 48 concludes --- 

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 
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God reveals much to some people and less to others ---- He takes into 

account what we are capable of handling ---- and reveals Himself 

accordingly. 

 

When God reveals something to us we are accountable from that day 

forward. 

 

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 

 

If much is revealed to us ----- much will be demanded of us. 

 

There is no way around this ---- we are accountable. 

 

The last 2 verses communicate this sentiment clearly if not also harshly ---- 

verse 47 and 48 read ----  

 

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not 

do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows.  

But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will 

be beaten with few blows.  

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 

 

Greater awareness means greater accountability. 

 

I don’t know about you but that strikes a note of concern for me. 

 

Verse 8 from our Psalm today reads. 

 

“Let all the earth fear the Lord; 

let all the people of the world revere him.” 

 

This note of accountability strikes just a little bit of fear in me sometimes ---

-- not just reverence as verse 8 says but also fear. 

 

“Let all the earth fear the Lord; 

let all the people of the world revere him.” 
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The one who has been given much ---- of them much will be asked much --- 

you can’t make it any clearer than this. 

 

If God reveals to us what we ought to treasure ---- if God reveals to us what 

we ought not to treasure ----- and don’t pay attention to Him ----- there will 

be accountability on our part for not being ready --- attentive --- watchful. 

 

That’s part what the Gospel reveals to us today. 

 

Be ready --- and watchful --- treasure the good --- treasure the Gospel ---- be 

prepared for the glory of the Lord to be revealed at His return --- and don’t 

fall asleep at the wheel doing other foolish worldly only things in the mean 

time. 

 

And --- according to Luke 12 today --- it all begins with where is our 

treasure? 

 

Where do we hold what we treasure? 

 

In our bank accounts? 

In our possessions? 

In other people? 

In our feelings and emotions? 

In our own personal preferences and desires? 

 ----- or ------  

In the Lord and His goodness --- beauty ---- and truth? 

In His glory --- and in His saving love? 

 

We must decide. 

 

No one can decide for us. 

 

It’s our choice. 

 

God never forces these decisions on us --- we decide --- He is gentle with us 

--- patiently waiting for us to choose --- but --- we just might run out of time 

if we wait to long. 
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Jesus in His own words ----  

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not 

do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows.  

But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will 

be beaten with few blows.  

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 

 

We can be a fan of Jesus ---- cheer for Him ---- “Hooray for Jesus.” 

 

We can be a fan of Jesus --- knows all the stats --- how many plagues there 

were in the Old Testament --- with Moses and Pharaoh ----- we can know 

things like how many words are attributed to Jesus in the Bible --- how 

many parables he shared ------ and so on --- knowing all the facts doesn’t cut 

it --- isn’t enough. 

 

Jesus doesn’t want fans --- He wants followers. 

 

Are we a follower? 

 

Are we ready to pick up our cross and follow Him with His cross? 

 

Are we ready to follow Him to the cross and then meet Him there and die to 

self with Him? 

 

Jesus doesn’t need any more fans --- He needs followers. 

 

People willing to go where He went ----- not just cheering Him on from the 

sidelines like a fan --- but following Him. 

 

Are you a fan --- or are you a follower? 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
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Do you simply treasure watching Him from the sidelines ---- or do you 

treasure --- do you hold dear --- jumping in behind Him and following Him? 

--- dropping everything to follow Him? 

 

This decision makes all the difference. 

 

And it is up to us. 

 

Jesus loves us ----- Jesus wants us to follow ---- He even chooses us to 

follow. 

 

But will we? 

 

As for me ---- I have decided to follow ---- sloppy as I may be ---- I have 

decided to follow Jesus. 

 

If you have too --- please say it with me ------ “I have decided to follow 

Jesus.” 

 

To God be the glory now and forever ---- Amen. 


