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June 23rd, 2019 

Scripture: 

Psalm 42 

Galatians 3: 23-29 

Luke 8: 26-39 

 

“Restoration.” 

 

In 1962 J. Stanley Glen ---- then principle of Knox College at the University 

of Toronto wrote a little gem of a book called ----- “The Parables of Conflict 

in Luke.” 

 

And while our passage from Luke’s Gospel this morning isn’t a parable ----- 

Dr. Glen’s introduction to his book on parables offers a helpful framework 

to hear the story of Jesus and the demon possessed man from Luke chapter 8 

today. 

 

Dr. Glen suggests that Jesus wasn’t just going around telling teaching stories 

that were simple or light --- without also having a much deeper meaning. 

 

Indeed he says on page 1 of the introduction of his book --- 

“A feeling emerges that Christ would never have been crucified for such 

facile teaching. 

Had he been only a purveyor of pious maxims, there never would have been 

any cross.” 

 

Again --- 

 

“A feeling emerges that Christ would never have been crucified for such 

facile teaching. 

Had he been only a purveyor of pious maxims, there never would have been 

any cross.” 

 

And then on the next page he says --- 

“They --- they referring to the teachings of Christ ---- are serious. 

They possess a life-and-death (existential) quality that immediately captures 

our interest.” 

 

“They possess a life-and-death (existential) quality that immediately 

captures our interest.” 
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In other words Jesus didn’t just tell helpful little stories --- or simple little 

tales that taught people a little something about the human condition. 

 

Jesus’ stories were serious and were a mater of life and death --- heaven and 

hell --- and everything in between. 

 

And then Dr. Glen takes it even further --- also from page 2 in the 

introduction to --- “The Parables of Conflict in Luke.” 

He says ---- “A close scrutiny will therefore reveal that the parables really 

portray less of the human than of the divine.” 

 

“A close scrutiny will therefore reveal that the parables really portray less of 

the human than of the divine.” 

 

And he concludes this line of thinking on page 3 saying --- “In other words, 

their orientation is theocentric.” 

 

“In other words, their orientation is theocentric.” 

 

And theocentric simply means --- having God as the central focus. 

 

Having God as the central focus ---- or even more simply put --- having God 

as the centre. 

 

A worthy reminder ----- from a great Canadian reformed thinker and teacher. 

 

God is the central focus --- God is the centre. 

 

And this is not only the case for the parables of conflict in Luke’s Gospel as 

Dr. Glen explains ---- but of course it is also the case for the Gospel as a 

whole. 

 

God is always at the centre. 

 

Let’s check out Luke 8 verse 26-39 and see if this hold up --- spoiler ---- of 

course it does --- and here as elsewhere ---- God is the centre --- the main 

character --- actor --- and agent in the story. 

 

And spoiler #2 ----- the last 2 verses give it away. 



 3 

 

But let’s start at the beginning. 

 

First of all as verse 26 indicates ----- Jesus and some of His followers sailed 

across the lake from Galilee to a region of the Gerasenes. 

 

And when they arrive --- as soon as Jesus steps ashore He is met by a 

demon-possessed man. 

 

Verse 27 --- “when Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed 

man from the town.” 

 

Talk about a dramatic entry --- “as soon as Jesus steps ashore he is met by a 

demon-possessed man.” 

 

And not only this but the man is naked and has no home. 

 

Verse 27 again --- “For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in 

a house…” 

 

And then also from verse 27 we learn that he lived at the graveyard. 

 

“For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had 

lived in the tombs.” 

 

OK ----- so Jesus just stepped off the boat and is met by a naked homeless 

demon-possessed man who lives at the local graveyard. 

 

And we’re just 2 verses in so far. 

 

The next verse --- verse 28 ---  

“When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of 

his voice, “What do you want with me Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

beg you, don’t torture me!” 

 

Pretty intense few opening verses. 

 

Kind of bears out Dr. Glen’s observations that these stories are serious ---- 

and kind of bears out Dr. Glen’s point that they are theocentric ----- that they 

have God as their central focus. 
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“What do you want with me God” ----- the demon possessed man says in 

verse 28 here --- and then he begs God in the same verse --- don’t torture me 

------ already we see that the man and the demon know that God is in control 

------ theocentric ---- God is the man player --- the central focus. 

 

The next verse ----- 29 --- 

 

“For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many 

times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept 

under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon 

into solitary places.” 

 

Nothing had been able to control this man --- chains --- guards --- and so on 

--- he just snapped free ---- and yet --- curiously --- was never truly free ---- 

instead he remained tormented. 

 

The next few verses ---- 30-33 --- 

 

“Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him.  

And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged 

Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. When the 

demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.” 

 

The demons know that they are subject to Jesus --- in verse 31 it says --- 

“And they begged Jesus repeatedly” ---- and then in verse 32 it’s “The 

demons begged Jesus” ---- they knew they were subject to Him --- they 

begged Him not once not twice but repeatedly. 

 

The devil knows he is subject to Jesus. 

 

The demons know they have already lost --- the devil knows he has already 

lost. 
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The demons beg Jesus repeatedly in verses 31 not to expel them to the 

Abyss --- the bottomless pit --- what we would refer to as hell --- and then 

again in verse 32 they beg Him again. 

 

Verse 31 reads --- 

“And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.” -

-- you can’t make it any clearer than that --- they begged Jesus not to send 

them to hell. 

 

They know --- the devil knows ---- Jesus is in control and can do whatever 

he so wants. 

 

The sad thing is they fail to realize that this same Jesus can also save them. 

 

They only know about the way of evil --- the way of power and ruthlessness 

---- they don’t have any understanding of the goodness and the beauty and 

the truth --- the restoration --- and the salvation of Jesus Christ. 

 

Because they only think in terms of power they can only see Jesus as a 

power broker and not also a Saviour --- the Saviour. 

 

Don’t harm us they say --- don’t send us to the Abyss --- they only know 

power and negativity. 

 

Never do they say --- save us ---- or help us --- or love us --- instead it’s only 

ever “just don’t use your power to harm us”. 

 

That is how evil works. 

 

Evil fails to see the healing restorative --- reconciling --- saving power of 

Christ ---- and only ever deals in the hurt and harm. 

 

But the story --- the event --- isn’t about the evil or the demons --- or the 

pigs or even the man after all anyway. 

 

It’s restoration --- salvation. 

 

It’s about the goodness --- beauty --- and truth of God. 
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The goodness ---- beauty ---- truth --- and saving love of God in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

After the miraculous healing --- the townspeople are afraid. 

 

Picking it up at verse 34 ----- on to the end of verse 35 --- 

 

“When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and 

reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see 

what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from 

whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his 

right mind; and they were afraid.”  

 

They were afraid. 

 

“When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were 

afraid.”  

 

Sometimes when Jesus acts in profoundly loving ways ---- healing ---- 

restoring --- driving out demons --- cleaning things up a bit in this town --- 

people respond in fear. 

 

It wouldn’t have been all that out of step if the people had have responded 

with delight. 

 

What about this as a response to ---- “When they came to Jesus, they found 

the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed 

and in his right mind;” 

 

What about this response to seeing the man dressed and in his right mind. 

 

“Whew --- thank you Jesus ---- we’re so glad you came today and healed 

this crazy naked man living in our graveyard here in town --- because now 

we won’t have to see this man running around clothe less --- and now we 

can all go and visit the gravesides of our loved ones without fear of him 

tormenting us and making everyone in town so fearful and uncomfortable 

about visiting our loved ones.” 
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But that’s not at all how they respond ------ that’s not how they respond at all 

---- instead they are filled with fear. 

 

Its’ easy to think --- “Well if God is at work --- if Jesus is at work in our 

midst then  everyone will be receptive --- and thankful --- and things will 

always be beautiful and so on.” 

 

But clearly that is not the case ---- at least not initially in Luke’s Gospel this 

morning. 

 

And we know this because of verse 35 ----- which reads --- 

“…and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at 

Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.” 

 

Sometimes the work of God ---- sometimes the presence ---- and power ---- 

and restorative ----- saving work of Jesus ------ is simply responded to in 

fear. 

 

“When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were 

afraid.” 

 

Thankfully --- and as always ----- there is more --- God doesn’t just stop at 

the people being filled with fear. 

 

Even after being so filled with fear that they ask Jesus to leave. 

 

Verse 37 reads ----  

“Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 

them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and 

left.” 

 

Even after this God doesn’t abandon them. 

 

I have to say it’s kind of remarkable ---- in a sad way ---- that not even one 

person thanks Jesus for restoring the man --- and making their town a safer -

---- better ---- and more faithful place. 

 



 8 

Not even one person from the town is able to see that beautiful thing that 

God has done in Jesus Christ. 

 

Or at least if they did they aren’t recorded in the account. 

 

Surely someone must have been grateful that the man wouldn’t be running 

around naked causing fear on the outskirts of town. 

 

In any event ----- here is how the story --- the event ends. 

 

The last few verses ---- verse 38 and 39. 

 

“The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 

Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done 

for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had 

done for him.” 

 

The man wanted to leave with Jesus --- “begged to go with him” even --- 

verse 38 says. 

 

And Jesus says “No”. 

 

Instead Jesus says ----- --- verse 39 --- 

 

“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”  

 

And what does the man do --- also verse 39 ----  

 

“So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for 

him.” 

 

The story ends with witness. 

 

With proclamation. 

 

The story ends with the sharing of what God in Christ has accomplished. 

 

The story ends in God being glorified. 
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Dr. Glen is right ---- it is a serious story. 

 

And Dr. Glen is also right ------ it is theocentric ---- God is the central focus. 

 

“The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 

Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done 

for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had 

done for him.” 

 

Sometimes when Jesus does something miraculous people are full of fear --- 

the townspeople. 

 

Verse 37 ---- “Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus 

to leave them, because they were overcome with fear.” 

 

Sometimes when Jesus does something in our midst we ask Jesus to leave ---

--- the townspeople --- verse 37 again ---- “Then all the people of the region 

of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome 

with fear.” 

 

And so Jesus leaves ---- verse 37 ----  

“So he got into the boat and left.” 

 

So Jesus left ----- he got into the boat and left verse 37 says. 

 

Jesus wasn’t about to force Himself on them. 

 

But then there are the last verses as well --- Jesus didn’t abandon them ---- 

he commissioned the man to continue His --- Jesus’ work in His name. 

 

Verse 38 and 39 again ----  

 

“The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 

Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done 

for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had 

done for him.” 
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This is a story --- this is an event --- like every story that truly matters --- 

like every event in life that truly matters ---- this is all about God acting --- 

this is all about what God has done --- God’s glory. 

 

“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” --- Jesus tells the 

man. 

 

And in the end --- the story indeed ends with ----- “So the man went away 

and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.” 

 

That’s the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ for today ---- a man was restored 

--- a man was saved ---- and that same man --- went and shared all that God -

-- all that Jesus had done for Him. 

 

In the end ---- God was glorified. 

 

May we too live our lives such that God is glorified. 

 

“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” 

 

“So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for 

him.” 

 

To God be the glory ---- now and forever. 

 

Amen. 


