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June 2nd 2019 

Scripture: 

Psalm 93 

Acts 1: 1-11 

Luke 24: 44-53 

 

“Clothed in majesty and Power.” 

 

Today is ascension Sunday. 

 

For 40 days Jesus walked the earth post resurrection and then on the 40th day 

He was whisked away to heaven ---- returning to His rightful place at God’s 

side on His throne of glory. 

 

And we proclaim this exact truth ---every time we say the Apostles’ Creed – 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father  

------ and of course it continues. 

 

But right in the middle there we have the confirmation of the Ascension ---- 

which we read about in Luke’s Gospel reading today and also in our reading 

from the book of Acts. 

 

In the creed it’s -----  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father  

 

In Luke’s Gospel it’s ----  

“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken 

up into heaven.” --- verses 50 and 51 from Luke’s Gospel today. 

 

In the book of Acts it’s ---- 

 “He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 

him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 

two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 

“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 

taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.” ---- verse 7-11 from the book of Acts today. 

 

And then finally our Psalm today ----- verses 1 and 2. 

“The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; 

the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength; 

indeed, the world is established, firm and secure. 

Your throne was established long ago; 

you are from all eternity.” 

 

The Lord is back on His throne --- the throne that was established long ago -

-- as long ago as when the earth was first established. 

 

And on that throne ---- and from that throne ----- the Lord reigns ---- clothed 

in majesty --- robed in majesty as the Psalm says ---- and armed with 

strength --- power. 

 

It’s hugely important to remember the Ascension. 
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Jesus’ post resurrection appearances ---- the resurrection reality of Jesus 

Christ ----- didn’t just peter out a slow or quiet death --- off to the side with 

nobody noticing. 

 

Jesus was whisked away into heaven --- back to the right hand of God --- 

and as the last 2 verses from our reading from Acts remind us --- Jesus will 

return ---- Jesus will come back again. 

 

 “They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 

two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 

“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 

taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.” ----- verses 10 and 11 from Acts 1 ---  

 

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

 

The Ascension reminds us that Jesus’ post resurrection appearances didn’t 

just peter off and disappear.  

 

The ascension reminds us that Jesus will come again. 

 

And the Ascension also reminds us ---- as verse 7 from Acts 1 drives home -

---- God is still in control. 

 

Verse 7 from Acts today reads --- 

 “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority.” ---- God knows --- God is still in control ---- God will act --- at 

that time and on that date --- set by His own authority. 

 

These are Words of great comfort. 

 

And what we have set before us in the Table of our Lord --- similar to the 

Ascension --- is also a great reminder that Jesus will come again. 

 

And what we have set before us in the Table of our Lord --- like the 

Ascension --- is a great reminder that ---- God is still in control --- on His 

throne clothed in majesty and power. 

 

1 Corinthians 11 --- verse 26 reads –  
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“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.” 

 

Every time we eat this bread --- and drink this cup --- we proclaim our 

Lord’s death until He comes again. 

 

The Ascension is about Jesus returning to God’s right hand --- precisely 

where He first sat when the earth was formed --- back in Genesis. 

 

The Ascension --- 40 days after Easter --- and Ascensions Sunday 3 days 

after Ascension day ---- is also a reminder that He will come again --- 

stepping off His throne once again ----- and coming back in a similar fashion 

to the way He was whisked away. 

 

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” ---Verse 11 from Acts 

chapter 1. 

 

As we gather here today ---- now to worship God and celebrate --- the life 

death ---- ministry --- and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ ---- we can 

rest assured of the beautiful and life giving and life saving fact --- that Jesus 

is on His throne in heaven ---- at God’s right hand --- and that He will come 

again ----- and that until He does come again we have the Holy Spirit of God 

that He promised to guide and to protect us. 

 

Verses 4 and 5 from the book of Acts today ---- speak of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit --- we’ll hear more about it next week on the day of Pentecost with the 

Rev. Kathy Brownlee. 

 

But for today it’s already promised --- verses 4 and 5 from Acts ---   

 

“On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized 

with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The few days that Jesus is peaking of here ---- are the few days until the 

feast of Pentecost. 
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And then from Luke’s Gospel it reads way ---- verse 49 from chapter 24 

today ---  

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 

God promised the Holy Spirit and Jesus is about to send it in a new and 

powerful and dramatic and life altering way on the day of Pentecost ---- 7 

days from now. 

 

“Clothed in majesty and power” ----- is Jesus Christ our Lord --- as He sits 

on God’s right hand. 

 

 “Clothed in majesty and power” ----- is Jesus Christ our Lord --- as He 

awaits the Word from God to come back down and return to the earthy he 

has already trod --- walked on. 

 

“He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority.” ----- only God knows --- only God knows when 

that good and glorious day will come when Jesus returns again ---- and all is 

changed in an instant. 

 

That is the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord for today. 

 

One day Jesus will return and all will be well for those who know --- believe 

--- accept ---- love and live in and for Him. 

 

And what a glorious day that will be. 

 

Think of that for a moment ------ if you’re looking for encouragement and 

hope ---- and who isn’t. 

 

Think about the glorious day of Christ’s return --- that’s an image of hope 

encouragement and beauty --- like no other. 

 

Forget an oasis --- forget a chair poolside --- cold drink in hand ----- forget 

about that --- think of Christ face to face ---- here alive ----- in real time. 

 

One day ---- as God so promises ----- but until then ---- we carry on. 

 

Until then we --- worship and pray --- and we read God’s Word. 
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Until then ---- we gather around this table. 

 

And until then we worship ---- and pray --- and we read God’s Word --- the 

Bible ---- and we gather around this good and beautiful table in good times 

and in not so good times. 

 

We do these things when all is well ---- and there is peace in our hearts --- 

and we also do these things ---- worship --- pray and pray together --- read 

Scripture --- and read Scripture together ----- and we gather around this table 

---- not only when all is well ------ but also when all is not well. 

 

Life this side of the grave can be tough and challenging ----- ugly and gross. 

 

And life this side of the grave can also be grand --- and beautiful ---- joyful 

and a delight. 

 

The Good News is ----- God is in control. 

 

The Good News is ---- God is with us. 

 

The Good News is --- He who began a great work ---- does not abandon us -

--- instead seeing that great work will through to completion. 

 

The Good News is God loves us. 

 

And the Good News is Jesus is going to come back and take us to the Father. 

 

And the Good News is ------ we have the Holy Spirit of God until that day. 

 

John’s Gospel --- chapter 14 --- opens this way ----  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 

me. My Father’s house has many rooms;  

if that were not so,  

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am.” 

 

That last little bit is huge -----  
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“And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am.” 

 

Jesus has gone to prepare that place ---Jesus has ascended --- already gone 

up ----- to prepare that place. 

 

And He will come back ---   

And not only will He come back but when he does He will then take us back 

to heaven God’ s eternal house with Him. 

 

Jesus --- in His own words --- the opening of John’s Gospel --- chapter 14 --- 

 

“My Father’s house has many rooms;  

if that were not so,  

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back and take you to be with me…” 

 

The Ascension ------ today Ascension Sunday is about Jesus going back to 

prepare that place for us in God’s house.  

 

And the Ascension also reminds us --- not only has He gone to prepare the 

place --- but He will return one day --- and take us to that very place. 

 

And we know of all of this because Jesus already told it to us in His own 

words. 

 

Jesus in His own words ---- John chapter 14 --- the opening few verses --- 

“My Father’s house has many rooms;  

if that were not so,  

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back and take you to be with me…” 

 

Until then we continue to gather in His name. 

 

Until then we continue to worship Him. 
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Until then we continue to pray together and read Scripture together. 

 

And until then we continue to gather around His Table together. 

 

And we do so because Jesus instructed us to ----- 

1 Corinthians 11 --- verse 23-26 tell us so --- they include --- we’ll hear 

some of these Words shortly as we gather around the Table. 

 

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do 

this in remembrance of me.”  

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.” 

 

It is Ascension Sunday ---- we remember the Lord leaving and promising 

that He will come again ---and we remember that until then ---- He blesses 

us with the Holy Spirit of God. 

 

And it is also Communion Sunday ----- and we remember and we celebrate 

and do as our Lord instructed us to do ---- because as we do we proclaim His 

death until He comes again. 

 

Until then we know that He is clothed in majesty and power and until then 

we know that He is seated at the right of God the Father. 

 

And we await with humble adoration --- and with great anticipation --- the 

day He will once again step off His throne --- and come back down into His 

creation --- to make all things new --- and set all things right. 

 

As we say every time we celebrate at Communion. 

 

Chris has died. 

Christ is Risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

And until that glorious day. 

 

We give Him all glory laud and honour. 
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And until that day we proclaim His goodness. 

 

And until that day we glorify Him for all we’re worth. 

 

Until that day ------ we say with David --- our call to worship this morning --

--- from 1st Chronicles 29. 

 

“Praise be to you, Lord, 

the God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

 

Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; 

you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; 

you are the ruler of all things. 

 

In your hands are strength and power 

to exalt and give strength to all. 

Now, our God, we give you thanks, 

and praise your glorious name.” 

 

Amen. 


