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May 19th, 2019 

Scripture: 

Psalm 148 

Acts 11: 1-18 

John 13: 31-38 

 

“Complicated.” 

 

Life can be complicated. 

 

People can be complicated. 

 

Situations can be complicated. 

 

We are all complicated ---- indeed we are so complicated that we are often 

even contradictions of our selves --- and mostly without us ever even being 

aware of it. 

 

In 2002 Canadian singer songwriter Avril Lavigne sang a song about being 

complicated --- it was called --- “Complicated ---- and it went #1 in 12 

countries and was in the top 10 in 28 countries --- it was nominated for 17 

awards and won 15 of them. 

 

When Avril Lavigne said things are complicated and people are complicated 

--- the world responded with a resounding ---- “Yes they are --- Yes we are”. 

 

Anybody remember that song ----- it was a hit world wide --- not just in 

Canada or the US --- but the world over ---- why --- because we are 

complicated --- as human beings we are complicated. 

 

The song goes --- 

“Why do you have to go and make things so complicated? 

I see the way you're acting like you're somebody else gets me frustrated 

Life's like this you 

And you fall, and you crawl, and you break 

And you take, what you get, and you turn it into 

Honesty and promise me I'm never gonna find you fake it 

No, no, no” … and on and on goes the song. 
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Life is complicated and we are complicated --- we always have been --- and 

we always will be ---- at least this side of the grave. 

 

Take Moses for example -----Moses was complicated --- he is one of the 

greatest ---- if not the greatest prophet of them all --- and he’s complicated. 

 

He’s a faithful man of God for sure --- exceptional leader and man of faith --

-- the one who received the 10 Commandments --- the one who lead the 

people out of slavery in Egypt --- the one who brought them right up to the 

entrance way of the Promised Land -----  and ------ also one prone to fits of 

passion --- a murderer --- complicated. 

 

Moses --- faithful man of God ---- obedient prophet --- leader extraordinaire 

----- and also cold blooded murderer. 

 

Exodus 2: 11-15 --- 

“In the course of time Moses grew up. Then he went to see his own people 

and watched them suffering under forced labor. He saw a Hebrew, one of his 

own people, being beaten by an Egyptian. He looked all around, and when 

he didn’t see anyone, he beat the Egyptian to death and hid the body in the 

sand. 

When Moses went there the next day, he saw two Hebrew men fighting. He 

asked the one who started the fight, “Why are you beating another Hebrew?” 

The man asked, “Who made you our ruler and judge? Are you going to kill 

me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought that 

everyone knew what he had done. 

When Pharaoh heard what Moses had done, he tried to have him killed. But 

Moses fled from Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian.” 

 

Moses was complicated --- and this is barely even scratching the surface of 

his beautiful and complicated --- faithful life. 

 

David --- another great man of God ---- another complicated person. 

 

In I Samuel 13 and again in Acts 13 David is described as a man after God’s 

own heart. 

 

From Acts 13 verse 22 --- 

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning 

him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart;…” 
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And yet --- just like Moses before him David too kills someone in a selfish 

act of passion ---- like Moses before him David defies the 6th commandment 

---- thou shalt not murder --- and he has someone killed ----- Uriah the 

Hittite --- so he can have his wife Bathsheba.  

 

Man of God --- great and exceptional leader --- ----- doesn’t shy away from 

challenging tasks ----- a man after God’s own hear even ----- and yet --- also 

a greedy and lustful murderer.  

 

Complicated. 

 

And then today we have Peter --- also complicated. 

 

Peter is the rock on which the church of Christ is founded. 

 

The home of the Roman Catholic Church --- the largest branch of the 

Christian church by numbers --- is housed in the Vatican --- Vatican City 

and its heart is St. Peter’s Basilica --- with the bones of Peter way down 

underneath in the foundation of the massive edifice. 

 

In Matthew 16 verses 17 and 18 include --- 

“Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,…”  

 

Jesus says Peter is the rock on which the church of Jesus Christ will be built 

--- and so it was --- Peter is the rock on which the church of Christ was built. 

 

In Acts 11 today Peter tells the story of a vision he had --- see verse 4. 

 

And by verse 14 --- his message is the saving Good News of Jesus Christ --- 

and the Holy Spirit comes along and blesses some Gentiles --- non-Jews ----- 

as well. 

 

As verses 17 and 18 say ---  

“So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 
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When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.” 

 

“Who am I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” --- Peter says in Acts 

11 today when the Holy Spirit comes and blesses this gathering. 

 

And yet in Matthew 16 --- verse 23 ----- this very same Peter is a stumbling 

block ---- and not just any stumbling block but a stumbling block to Jesus 

Christ Himself ----- Matthew 16 verse 23 ---  

“Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 

human concerns.” 

 

We are all complicated. 

 

And we are all also even contradictions of ourselves. 

 

If you don’t think you are inconsistent ----- and if you don’t think you are a 

contradiction of yourself --- being helpful and faithful in one instance and 

then harmful and hurtful in the next than you are just kidding yourself. 

 

It is almost impossible to think of 3 greater --- better --- more faithful 

servants of God than Moses --- David --- and Peter. 

 

And yet all three of them were complicated --- inconsistent --- contradictions 

of themselves even at times. 

 

Don’t get me wrong they were also beautiful --- very beautiful and inspiring 

people --- that’s part of the point ----faithful and also not so faithful all in 

one ---- I love all 3 of them --- but they --- like all of us ---- are 

contradictions of themselves ---- inconsistent in their character. 

 

We are just like them. 

 

We all need Jesus. 

 

We all need the Holy Spirit. 

 

We are all inconsistent and contradictory. 
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In the bulb of our weaknesses is the flower of our faithfulness. 

 

In the bulb of our weaknesses is the flower of our faithfulness. 

 

Look no further than Peter in John’s Gospel today. 

 

Jesus says to him --- the last verse from chapter 13 --- 

“Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very 

truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!” 

 

And of course as we all know that’s exactly what happens ---- 3 times Peter 

disown Jesus on Jesus’ last day before His crucifixion. 

 

And yet --- it is this same Peter --- the denier extraordinaire ------ and this 

“Get behind me satan Peter” --- that Jesus chooses to build His movement --- 

His church on. 

 

Matthew 16 verses 17 and 18 --- 

“Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,…”  

 

Incredible and remarkable --- astounding really --- the work of God and God 

alone.  

 

Inconsistent --- contradictory ---- Peter --- stumbling block to Jesus Christ --- 

not just stumbling block to anybody but stumbling block to Jesus Christ ---- 

“Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to me;…”--- Peter ------ stumbling block to Jesus Christ ---- Peter 

disowner ---- denier of Christ --- and in His final hours no less ---- this 

denier and disowner of Christ ---- is also the rock on which Jesus builds His 

church. 

 

Complicated we are. 

 

Blessed we are. 
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David --- the same thing ---- like Peter he too isn’t just forgiven for his 

foolish behaviour --- but becomes a great and powerful --- respected faithful 

leader for God. 

 

Complicated. 

 

Forgiveness --- repentance ---- the blessing of the Holy Spirit ---- 

uncomplicates things and makes us all new once again. 

 

In the bulb ---- in the seeds of our weaknesses ---- are the flowers of our 

faithfulness. 

 

Most of us are good with the forgiveness. 

 

And most of us are good with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Many of us are weak in the repentance part. 

 

Sad thing is most of us don’t even realize how complicated and 

contradictory we are. 

 

We think well --- we’re pretty good people --- we know we need Jesus but 

we’re pretty good people. 

 

We’re not pretty good people ---- we are sinners through and through --- all 

of us. 

 

The Good News is --- God is for us ----- the Good News is forgiveness ---- 

the Good News is salvation --- the Good News is the Holy Spirit --- the 

Good News is Christ on the cross and Christ out of the tomb. 

 

But first we need repentance. 

 

Look at verse 18 --- the last verse from our passage in Acts today ----  

“When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.” 

 

Listen carefully again ----- listen to how repentance is framed here -----  
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“When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.” 

 

Repentance isn’t just something they do --- a human act ---- rather 

repentance is something God grants to them. 

 

When we are truly repentant ----- it isn’t about some kind of human act --- 

something we do --- when we are truly repentant it is an act --- a gift from 

God. 

 

“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

 

Repentance --- or “metanoia” --- in the Greek --- means change of heart ---- 

turning away from --- going in a new direction. 

 

Metanoia ---- means changing one’s attitudes --- one’s thoughts ---- and 

one’s behaviours. 

 

Metanoia --- means changing absolutely everything. 

 

Moses --- David --- Peter --- they all experience Metanoia. 

 

Repentance ---- they are changed --- their attitudes --- thoughts and 

behaviours are altered by the blessing by a gift from God --- by repentance --

------ by the blessing of Holy Spirit of God --- it is not their own doing. 

 

See Psalm 51 David’s great and powerful confession and act of repentance 

and submission to God. 

 

See John 21 for Peter’s great moment of reinstatement. 

Here Jesus commissions Peter to feed my lambs --- and take care of my 

sheep. 

 

And Moses --- well read Exodus --- and Deuteronomy --- it is a grand and 

beautiful story of a life lived in faith. 

 

It is God’s love that saves us. 

 

It is God’s great gift of repentance that saves us. 



 8 

 

Repentance --- turning things around --- having a change of heart --- attitude 

and behaviour ----- is not something we accomplish --- it is a gift from God 

just as salvation is a gift from God ---- and the two are very closely linked 

together. 

 

Until we are blessed with the gift of repentance --- and accept it and act on it 

--- we remain all over the place --- complicated to a fault --- and in a mess --

- and even then we’re still complicated --- hopefully a little less. 

 

Too much of the time in the Northern hemisphere for sure --- we live a 

prosperity Gospel and a self-centered ----- self congratulating Gospel --- 

where we actually think and believe that we’re pretty good and decent 

people. 

 

We are not pretty good and decent people --- it is God that makes us --- 

allows us --- enables us --- blesses us --- bestows upon us that which makes 

us pleasing and beautiful in His sight. 

 

It is gifts from God that make us something useful and faithful and 

beneficial and fruitful for His kingdom and its establishment here on earth as 

it is in heaven ---- it is not our own doing at all. 

 

As the book of acts --- as Peter reminds us today ---- the last verse ---  

“When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.” 

 

God has granted repentance --- it’s not they repented --- as if it was their 

doing --- their act --- it is a gift from God. 

 

You can’t make it any clearer than this ---- “So then, even to Gentiles God 

has granted repentance that leads to life.” --- repentance is a gift from God --

- something granted from God. 

 

And it comes from love --- the love that Jesus speaks of in our Gospel 

reading today. 

 

A love that we are called to share with others ---- and model in our 

relationships with each other. 
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We need some more --- we needs lots and lots more love and repentance and 

forgiveness in our lives ---- in our world today --- in our churches today. 

 

We need some more love --- repentance --- and forgiveness in our church 

home. 

 

We are poised for great ministry opportunities and Christian witness. 

 

We live in a growing community --- new houses are being built all around 

us. 

 

Just as Peter and the early Church was surrounded by gentiles non-Jews --- 

non believers if you like ---- so are we --- surrounded by opportunity. 

 

Just as Peter said in the book of Acts today ---- verse 17 --- it’s at the top of 

your bulletin ----   

“So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

 

We can’t stand in God’s way. 

 

A few things we as church know to be true ----- the status quo just will not 

do ---- and to stand still is to move backwards. 

 

We live in an increasingly polarized society ---- out culture is becoming 

more and more divisive and polarizing. 

 

We also know that there is a steady ----- and even dramatic decline of 

credibility and influence of the church in our society. 

 

And finally --- according to the Acts and Proceedings of the PCC -------- the 

annual report of the PCC in 2002 ---- “there is a greater need for faithful 

witness and prophetic leadership.” 

 

Peter demonstrates what I would call prophetic leadership in the book of 

Acts today ----- not just in verse 17 ----  

“So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

and not just in verse 18 --- 
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“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

 

But also in chapter 10 of the book of Acts --- with his vision. 

 

Please do yourself a favour and go back a little earlier in Acts today and read 

through a few chapters --- Peter is blessed by God with great revelation and 

clarity. 

 

We are surrounded by opportunity in our world and in our culture and in our 

Region ---- Durham region --- new houses are going up at break neck 

speeds.  

 

And it just may start with us. 

 

We need to learn to trust and love again --- we need to be repentant --- turn 

away from that which isn’t live giving or pleasing in God’s sight --- that 

which doesn’t glorify God. 

 

We can’t stand in the way of God. 

 

“So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” --- from 

Acts today verse 17. 

 

God put us here to change the world. 

 

To change the world for Christ. 

 

To change the world in Christ. 

 

We’re complicated --- we all make mistakes and contradict ourselves. 

 

Let’s get over it and share in Christian love. 

 

And not just today --- but every day. 

 

In the bulb of our weaknesses ---- just may be the flower of our faithfulness. 

 

“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
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To God be the glory. 

 

Amen.   


