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November 11, 2108 

Scripture: 

Psalm 146 

Mark 12: 38-44 

 

“Going all out.” 

 

Going all out means pulling out all the stops. 

 

Going all out means holding nothing back. 

 

Going all out means spending --- expending ---- extravagantly and without 

reserve. 

 

To say someone went all out is to say the didn’t hold back in any way. 

 

An all out meal is a meal with ---- appetizers ---- or hors d’oeuvres ---- soup 

--- salad ---- bread or biscuits --- bread and biscuits ---- a main course --- 

desert --- coffee --- tea --- fruit of the vine ----- and of course there are all the 

necessary cutlery and linens and so on ---- you get the idea. 

 

All out. 

 

Going all out when you buy something means getting all the bells and 

whistles --- not just the standard features --- but all the extras as well --- all 

the bells and whistles as well. 

 

All out. 

 

On a day in the secular calendar when we honour ---- sacrifice --- 

Remembrance Day --- it’s fitting to think about going all out. 

 

Soldiers and all those involved in military campaigns as well as their 

families and loved ones can be described as those who have gone all out ---- 

give everything for the cause --- including in too many cases their very lives. 

 

Well God goes all out too --- including giving His very life --- in Jesus 

Christ. 
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In fact if ever there was someone who went all out --- it is God in Jesus 

Christ ---- on the cross at Calvary. 

 

And that of course is our greatest comfort --- knowing that God went --- and 

continues to go ------ all out for us. 

 

Because of course without God going all out we really don’t amount to 

much on our own. 

 

What does it mean to you to claim that God went all out --- that God goes all 

out just for you? 

 

What does it mean when we say God went --- God continues to go ---- all 

out for us? 

 

In our Gospel passage today Jesus highlights a person He feels has gone all 

out. 

 

“…but she ---- out of her poverty, put in everything ---- all she had to live 

on.” ----- Jesus says of the widow today in Mark’s Gospel. 

 

She who “only” gave two very small copper coins --- worth only a few 

cents. 

 

As we just heard in the Gospel reading there were those who gave “large 

amounts” --- as verse 42 says --- and yet Jesus seems to be saying none was 

larger than the two small copper coins of the poor widow. 

 

Like the widow ---- God goes all out for us. 

 

Like the widow God gives everything --- His very life in Jesus Christ. 

 

It’s a curious passage in some regards this passage from Mark’s Gospel. 

 

Imagine Jesus sitting with His disciples watching as people put their money 

into the temple treasury. 

It doesn’t seem like a very Jesus thing to do does it? --- to sit and watch as 

people give money to the temple treasury --- and yet this precisely what He 

is doing. 
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And not only this but this was long before the practice of little envelopes  --- 

like we have today --- this is long before envelopes that conceal who is 

giving what amount. 

 

As Jesus sits in the temple courts watching people drop their money in the 

treasury He could see exactly just how much each person was giving. 

 

It really doesn’t seem much like a Jesus thing to do ---- does it? --- to watch 

as people give and then comment who gave the most --- and yet this is 

exactly what Jesus does.  

 

Isn’t this judgmental --- looking at who give what and then commenting -----

---- perhaps --- but clearly Jesus was making a point. 

 

“Calling his disciples to him…” --- verse 43 opens today. 

 

“Calling his disciples to him...”  

 

Jesus watched what people were giving and then called to His Disciples to 

come as He commented on what and how much this poor widow gave. 

 

How would you feel if the ushers --- or the elders --- or Jesus came and sat 

and watched what you were giving --- without there being an envelope for 

discretion? 

 

Some people will remember the days when it was published each year in the 

annual report of the church who gave how much ----- I’m not saying we 

should return to this --- but just imagine how well that would go over today -

--- it wouldn’t. 

 

God gives --- God gives openly --- the cross --- and God gives everything --- 

He goes all out for us. 

 

That’s the Good News of the gospel for today ---- God went --- and God 

continues to go ----- all out for us in Jesus Christ and through the power of 

His Holy Spirit. 

 

Some people no doubt read a passage like this and hear judgment. 
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The first half of our passage is judgment for sure ---- “These men will be 

punished most severely.” ---- verse 40 from Mark’s Gospel today ends --- 

and that’s Jesus speaking by the way ---- “These men will be punished most 

severely.” 

 

And some people no doubt only hear judgment in the second half of the 

passage as well. 

 

Verse 43 and 44 include --- “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 

into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but 

she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

Jesus is commenting on their giving --- Jesus is making a pronouncement on 

their giving --- Jesus is judging their givings and their level of sacrifice. 

 

God judges ---- of this there is no doubt. 

 

“These men will be punished most severely.” ---- Jesus says in Mark’s 

Gospel today. 

 

He’s telling it like it is --- and clearly and concisely. 

 

But that’s not all. 

 

Yes God judges and God punishes ---- but thankfully God also saves. 

 

As John 3:17 so pointedly reminds us God didn’t send His son to condemn 

the world but to save it. 

 

The root of the word Judgement has the sentiment of justice in it --- to judge 

is to seek justice. 

 

And justice is concerned with rightness --- or righteousness. 

 

When God judges --- and God does --- when God judges He is seeking 

justice --- and rightness --- righteousness. 

 

When God judges it is born out of His profound love to make right once 

again. 
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When God judges He is demonstrating that He cares so deeply for us that He 

wants to take us flawed and dirty and misguided as we are ----- and make us 

right once again. 

 

If He didn’t care He wouldn’t judge --- He wouldn’t seek justice --- He 

wouldn’t try to make us right once again. 

 

If judgment is God making us right --- making us just and righteous --- 

wouldn’t we then welcome His judgment --- His making us right and good 

and true according to His perspective? 

 

In Mark’s Gospel today Jesus is inviting His disciples to live more justly and 

righteously --- more rightly --- more in accordance with God’s will and 

God’s way. 

 

And so what does He do --- He sits with them and watches as people make 

money offerings at the temple treasury. 

 

He wants to observe who goes all out --- and who simply gives --- in His 

words --- see verse 44 --- “out of their wealth.” 

 

Jesus was the greatest seeker of justice ---- and He wants those who follow 

Him to seek justice as well. 

 

If we are not for justice --- we a re not for Jesus. 

 

Micah 6:8 reads ---  

 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” 

 

To act justly ---- to act rightly --- to act in accordance with God’s will --- to 

love mercy --- and to walk humbly with God. 

 

Unquestionably God judges --- unquestionably God seeks justice ---- 

unquestionably God wants us to be righteous --- made right in and through 

and for Him. 
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“Truly I tell you” --- Jesus says in Mark’s Gospel today ---- “truly I tell you, 

this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.” 

 

Not just the others ---- she hasn’t just put in more than the others -- some of 

the others ---- according to Jesus she has put in more than all the others. 

 

Is that judgment?  

Is that justice? 

Is that righteousness? 

 

Certainly Jesus is saying that she has dome something better --- more just --- 

more rightly than have the others. 

 

And not that giving more makes it more right --- or just --- rather it is the 

disposition of her heart --- the fact they she went all out in her giving that 

matters to Jesus. 

 

God went all out in giving us of Himself --- Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 

This poor widow has gone all out in giving of herself to God. 

 

That is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ for today. 

 

That God goes all out for us. 

 

There is nothing deeper that the reality that God has ----- is ---- and forever 

will --- continue to go all out for us. 

 

To be clear God judges --- Jesus judges not to put us down ---- but to make 

us more just and right --- to conform us --- to lift us up out of the mire and 

mud of sin --- to make us more and more right and true and good --- because 

that is how much He loves us. 

 

Jesus judges --- comments ----- holds up the rich and the poor widow today 

in Mark’s Gospel born out of His deep and profound and never ending 

saving love for us. 
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God’s love is not only a compassionate --- caring --- coddling love --- it is 

also challenging --- saving ---- and seeking to make right and true kind of 

love. 

 

And that is a beautiful thing. 

 

A rebuke from God is a blessing. 

 

As scripture says --- 2 Timothy 3: 16 and 17 ---- 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 

And yet sometimes we struggle with being taught or corrected or rebuked by 

God and His Word --- or at least some of us do. 

 

As one commentator so eloquently put it -----  

“It shouldn’t surprise us that the societal air we breathe is hostile to 

correction and reproof, even in their most gentle and loving varieties.  

If humanity isn’t depraved in nature and sinful in practice, then rebuke is no 

longer a life-saver, but an annoyance.  

But if we do acknowledge that we are flawed, selfish, and arrogant and 

regularly sin with our words and actions, then we will learn to see a 

brother’s rebuke for the tremendous grace that it is.” 

 

But forget merely human words let’s listen to God speak----  

 

Revelation 3:19 ---- 

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.” 

 

Hebrews 12:6 ---  

“because the Lord disciplines the one he loves…” 

 

Hebrews 12:10 --- 

“God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his 

holiness.” 

 

And then the Old Testament too ----- Job 5: 17 --- 

““Blessed is the one whom God corrects; 

so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.” 
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Proverbs 3: 11 --- 

“do not despise the Lord’s discipline, 

and do not resent his rebuke…” 

 

Psalm 94: 12 ---- 

“Blessed is the one you discipline, Lord, 

the one you teach from your law…” 

 

The fact that God corrects us is a powerful demonstration of His profound 

love for us. 

 

I was talking to a friend of mine recently --- indeed he and his wife and 

daughter were here yesterday for our bazaar --- he’s just entered into his first 

year of seminary --- and he said to me a few weeks back as we had dinner at 

our home ----- he said --- “Jonathan I’ve got so much to learn ---- Lord 

discipline me” ---- he said --- “Discipline me Lord ---- because I want to 

grow and learn in Christian love --- instead of just staying the same.” 

 

That’s the comment of a man on fire in the Holy Spirit if I’ve ever seen one. 

 

“Lord discipline me ----- because I want to learn and grow instead of only 

ever staying the same.” ----- the cry of a humble heart. 

 

Imagine if God did nothing. 

 

Imagine if God saw us floundering about and did absolutely nothing --- and 

just let us fumble along endlessly without also stepping down definitively in 

Jesus Christ --- and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God doesn’t work that way --- God doesn’t just leave us floundering about 

on our own. 

 

God did and God does do something. 

 

He goes all out in Christ ---- on the cross. 

And He goes all out in sending the Holy Spirit as well. 

 

Jesus wanted to teach His disciples that giving is not just based on amount 

given. 
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In Mark’s Gospel today Jesus wanted to teach that giving is also based on 

sacrifice and discipline --- disposition of the heart. 

 

And Jesus makes it clear all giving is not the same. 

 

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 

watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 

people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very 

small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 

has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their 

wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything ---- all she had to live 

on.” 

 

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 

others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 

everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

She went all out. 

 

She pulled out all the stops --- and Jesus noted this --- Jesus highlighted this 

to His closest followers. 

 

Jesus called His disciples over and said to them --- “… this poor widow has 

put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their 

wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything...” 

 

And Jesus also said --- ““No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” --- Luke 9 verse 62. 

 

Just after Jesus said “follow me” --- one would be disciple said --- “Well 

O.K. but first let me say good bye to my family.” --- makes sense doesn’t it -

-- it’s a fairly sensible and practical response isn’t it --- but it’s not really a 

Biblical response. 

 

Listen to this little interaction as Jesus asks people to follow Him from Luke 

9 --- picking it up at verse 57. 
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“As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 

no place to lay his head.” 

He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 

goodbye to my family.” 

Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” 

 

Jesus wants us to go all out and He wants us to start right now. 

 

Think of the woman and the 2 little copper coins today ---- at first glance she 

didn’t give much at all --- but in truth she has given more than all the others 

--- why ------- because she went all out --- why --- because of sacrifice and 

disposition of the heart. 

 

When the Holy Spirit of God blows into our lives and fills our lungs --- we 

don’t look back --- we don’t just give a little --- when the Holy Spirit blows 

into our lives ---- we give all we’ve got ----- we go all out for God --- just 

like the poor widow from Mark’s Gospel today. 

 

The gospel truth is --- and there is nothing deeper than this ----- the Gospel 

truth is ----- God is forever going all out for us. 

 

“God is forever going all out for us.” 

 

We are so blessed by His goodness --- and His beauty --- and His truth --- 

His pulling out all the stops for us. 

 

If God is all out for us ---- why are we anxious and apprehensive? 

 

If God is all out for us ----- all will be well. 

 

If God is all out for us there isn’t a thing in the world to worry us. 

God is forever going all out for us --- not just a few thousand years ago --- 

parting waters on a long journey home from the desert in Egypt ---- and not 
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just a few thousand years ago on a hill just outside of Jerusalem on a cross --

- but here now in our lives --- my life --- your life and your life too --- each 

and every one of us here today. 

 

God knows us all by name ---- middle name --- last name ---- pet name --- 

nickname and so on. 

 

God knows all of our pains ---- and all of our joys --- He knows all of our 

concerns long before we can ever even articulate them. 

 

He knows --- He knows --- He knows.  

 

And he loves --- he loves ---- he loves. 

 

He knows us better than we know ourselves. 

 

Think of all those stupid things we have done ---- and said ---- or thought. 

 

We all have a couple of doozies I’m sure --- stupid foolish things we’ve 

done. 

 

I sure do --- I can tell you that --- I sure do. 

 

But God knows --- and He still loves us. 

 

And He loves us because of who He is ------ it’s not about us --- it’s about 

His great love for us. 

 

God is forever and always going all out for us. 

 

May we trust and obey ---- giving over to the Holy Spirit of God in our 

midst. 

 

May we give over as the poor widow gave over with all she had. 

 

And so to God be the glory --- now and forever.  

 

Amen. 


