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October 28th, 2018 

Scripture: 

Hebrews 9: 1-28 

 

“Stage by stage, step by step.” 

 

God is forever revealing His timely and beautiful will to His waiting ---- 

sometimes even eagerly anticipating creation. 

 

God has not forgotten us --- He is deeply concerned and engaged with what 

is happening on planet earth and with all of its inhabitants. 

 

The Good News is despite things like we have witnessed recently --- 

shooting in a Synagogue in Pittsburgh on Shabbat no less --- their Sabbath --

- despite atrocities like this ---- and other hate crimes and acts of violence of 

God’s creation ---- God is forever creating and re-creating anew --- taking 

broken situations and making them new --- forging something good and 

beautiful and true out of them despite their challenging circumstances and 

reality. 

 

Stage by stage ---- step by step even as we cannot understand or make sense 

of things ----- God is forever working -----  

 

As the song says --- we’ll be singing it again in a few weeks --- as the song 

Sovereign over Us says ---  

 

“There is strength within the sorrow 

There is beauty in our tears 

And You meet us in our mourning 

With a love that casts out fear 

You are working in our waiting 

You're sanctifying us 

When beyond our understanding 

You're teaching us to trust” 

 

Comforting words after the shooting at a religious gathering --- comforting 

words for a congregation in transition. 

 

Just because we cannot see it --- just because we cannot feel it like a warm 

and gentle breeze ---- in the face of turmoil and challenge --- God is working 
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powerfully --- potently --- and with a beauty that transcends our 

understanding. 

 

Creation wasn’t just a one time thing ----- it is ongoing --- powerfully anew 

and potently afresh --- each and every day. 

 

It’s not as though God ever got it wrong and then had to suddenly change 

things. 

 

Stage by stage --- step by step ---- God continues to reveal Himself ---- and 

His wonderful and saving plan for His creation. 

 

In the book of Hebrews today --- chapter 9 we have a kind of systematic 

theology of how the early tabernacle and the early worship is overhauled --- 

built on ---- expanded ---- and brought full circle in Jesus Christ. 

 

And it’s not that the early tabernacle was wrong and the early worship was 

wrong ---- it’s that it changed as God so revealed Himself --- drawing it and 

us into a new way --- a different way --- a new day --- a different day. 

 

It’s not that the early practices of worship and the tabernacle were wrong ---- 

it’s that they were made truer and better and more faithful ------ it’s that 

Christ walked into the room --- the world ---- and suddenly there was a new 

reality that just couldn’t be denied. 

 

If we read chapter 9 of Hebrews --- and it is so deep it warrants many reads 

and re-reads ------ if we give ourselves over to Hebrews 9 ----- we find 

ourselves sinking deeper and deeper into the heart of God --- the will of 

God. 

 

If you take nothing else from our time with God here today --- take this --- 

go home and read Hebrews 9 at least 3 times. 

 

God is revealing something deep and powerful and life changing in Romans 

9 today ----- Christ changes everything. 

 

God is revealing something deep and powerful and life changing in Romans 

9 today ----- God is continuing to reveal Himself --- anew --- morning my 

morning new mercies I see the book of Lamentations chapter 3 reminds in 

conjunction with Hebrews 9 today. 
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And it’s not up to us --- when and how and why God so chooses to reveal 

Himself --- it just happens ---- in accordance with the will of God.   

 

And of course it’s a beautiful thing ----- God revealing Himself and drawing 

us deeper into Himself --- fashioning and refashioning us according to His 

will. 

 

I’ve been reading Dallas Willard’s classic book “The Divine Conspiracy” --- 

anybody ever read this one --- “The Divine Conspiracy” ---- well it’s well 

worth it --- Dallas Willard --- “The Divine Conspiracy” 

 

I haven’t finished it yet --- but I can already recommend it --- it’s that kind 

of book. 

 

I’m just over 100 pages in of it’s 400 plus pages. 

 

Near the beginning of the book ---- Willard talks about the distinction 

between trusting Jesus and trusting in His role. 

 

The distinction between trusting Jesus or --- only ever just trusting in His 

role. 

 

And like Willard I think there is a huge difference between the two. 

 

We can simply trust in the role of Jesus --- sin-remission set up through Him 

as Willard says --- and guilt remover --- or we can go deeper --- and also 

trust in Him entirely and engage in a relationship with Him and not just the 

role that He plays in our salvation. 

 

Put another way ----- do we simply want what Jesus can give us ----- or do 

we want an ongoing relationship with Him as well --- do we want to give 

Him ourselves the way he has given us Himself? 

 

Put another way do we love Jesus enough to give as he gave --- or do we 

only ever simply want to take what he gives and give nothing in return? 

 

Jesus will give give give --- there’ no question about that --- but it’s 

something else when we give as well – give Him our lives in humble 

submission and obedience. 
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As one theologian put it ---- do we only ever just want the get out of hell free 

card ------ or do we want a life changing ever evolving relationship with Him 

as well. 

 

Dallas Willard talks about how the Gospel isn’t just about an arrangement 

for the forgiveness of sins ---- and that it is much more than just this. 

 

Most assuredly it is about the forgiveness of sins but it also about a life 

changing on going --- day to day relationship --- with the one who secures 

this forgiveness of sins --- the one who secures our eternal salvation. 

 

God doesn’t just want us to accept Jesus and then go on living unchanged. 

 

Accepting Jesus isn’t about getting a ticket --- a ticket to heaven or a ticket 

out of hell --- that we can store away for a later date and not do anything 

different in the mean time. 

 

Accepting Jesus --- the Gospel ----- isn’t just about entering into an 

arrangement that offers us something at a later date --- a chit card to cash in 

on. 

 

Accepting Jesus --- the Gospel of Jesus Christ --- is about an ever changing 

reality that draws us deeper into the heart of God and invites --- compels ---- 

and draws us to changes on a day to day basis. 

 

Today is Reformation Sunday. 

 

501 years ago at the end of October in 1517 the Rev. Dr Martin Luther 

posted 95 Thesis --- 95 objections to certain practices in the Church --- one 

of them --- one of the 95 objections ---- was a protest against the sale of 

indulgences. 

 

A protest against the sale of indulgences. 

 

An indulgence was a piece of paper that was supposed to assure the 

forgiveness of a particular sin. 

 

At that time all Christian --- all Western Christians --- Roman Catholic 

Christians went to their priest for confession --- or at least were supposed to. 
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And with confession and the sale of indulgences this is how it went. 

 

“Forgive me father for I have sinned --- I have sinned in stealing an apple 

form my neighbour and I have sinned in lying to my wife about having stole 

that same apple.” 

 

“My child here is an indulgence for a hey penny for stealing the apple --- 

and here is an indulgence for a full penny for lying about such stolen apple.” 

 

And the priest would produce a piece of paper --- an indulgence that the 

person was to keep with them and produce when they got to the pearly gates 

of heaven. 

 

An indulgence then was like a ticket to ensure the forgiveness of a particular 

sin --- an indulgence in this amount for this particular sin --- stealing and 

apple ------ and an indulgence in that amount for that particular sin --- for 

lying about stealing an apple. 

 

Kind of like a pair or turtledoves for a sacrifice and a heifer or a lamb for a 

sacrifice. 

 

Just as Jesus was angered by the undue importance having been placed on 

certain sacrifices ---- the disproportionate focus on the sale and the process 

of the sale of sacrificial animals for example --- see John 2 and the cleansing 

of the temple --- so Luther was angered by the sale of indulgences and how 

they had corrupted proper worship and relationship with God in Christ. 

 

Thankfully things change. 

 

Thankfully God continues to reveal Himself ----- thankfully we grow and are 

transformed by the saving light and love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Nestled neatly in the middle of our reading this morning we have this gem --

- Hebrews 9 verse 9 ---  

“This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the 

worshiper.” 
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“This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the 

worshiper.” 

 

We are saved through the act on the cross --- and we are reconciled through 

a relationship with the one hanging on that cross. 

 

We are saved through the act on the cross --- and we are reconciled through 

a relationship with the one hanging on that cross. 

 

We are saved from the sins we commit in one great act by Jesus on our 

behalf the cross ---- it’s over it’s already done. 

 

As Big Daddy Weave says in his song of the same name --- 

It's already done, it's already done 

The love of the Father revealed in the Son 

So open your heart up to His Kingdom come 

And won't you receive what He's already done. 

 

The forgiveness of sins is already done --- accomplished on the cross --- 

that’s our ticket that’s our indulgence that’s our pathway to heaven. 

 

But the reconciliation --- the reuniting of ourselves with ourselves ---- and 

ourselves with God and ourselves with others. 

 

The freeing us from the guilt and the weight that sin can temporarily create 

through the work of the evil one --- that comes to us through the beautiful 

process of on going relationship with the Risen ascended one --- and through 

the power and influence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God doesn’t just want us to accept the ticket to heaven ---- the indulgence of 

forgiveness --- God doesn’t just want us to make a sin sacrifice to use the 

language of the first half of Hebrews 9 ---- God also wants us to engage in a 

relationship with Him where we continue to grow and change and flourish in 

faithfulness ---- bringing glory to His name. 

 

Hebrews 9 verse 9 ----- “This is an illustration for the present time, 

indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear 

the conscience of the worshiper.” 
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We still need to make sacrifices --- just not sin sacrifices. 

 

The days of the sin sacrifices are over ---- Jesus has completed that great act 

once and for all. 

 

We still need to make other sacrifices --- sacrifices that change our 

consciences --- sacrifices that contribute to the kingdom of God --- sacrifices 

that glorify God --- and enable us to enjoy Him forever. 

 

The sacrifices we make are different now --- the sin sacrifice is already done 

---- Jesus the cross --- but we make other kind of kingdom building God 

glorifying sacrifices. 

 

Internal sacrifices of the heart --- and also external sacrifices of the pocket 

book and of time talents and other resources ---- that His kingdom might be 

here on earth just as it is in heaven ---- that all might have food and shelter 

and justice and truth and grace and mercy ------ in accordance with the will 

of God --- that all might have Shalom --- things just as God intends them to 

be. 

 

Matthew 7 verse 21 ---  

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father…” 

 

We must say the right things yes --- “You are Lord Jesus you are Lord”----- 

and we must also have a relationship with the Risen ascended one. 

 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father…” 

 

When we have relationship --- on going --- open to being corrected and 

rebuked --- taught --- and admonished --- when we actually have a 

relationship with Christ we are invited in such a way that it is almost 

irresistible to at least attempt to do the will of God however flawed our 

attempts may be --- it is almost irresistible --- we are drawn like a bug to a 

light --- it’s almost like a magnetic force peacefully and powerfully draws us 

into participating in the very will of God. 
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It’s not that the Israelites got it all wrong in the sacrifices in the Tabernacle -

-- because it wasn’t wrong --- it’s just that new information --- new 

revelation ----- Jesus Christ ---- had come on to the scene. 

 

“This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the 

worshiper.” 

 

Things had changed for them --- in light of Christ. 

 

Indeed --- “in light of Christ” ---- everything has changed. 

 

The old is made new. 

 

“Whoever is in Christ is a new creation – the old has passed and everything 

has become new.” --- Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 --- we heard 

these words earlier after our opening prayer.   

 

Life in Christ ---- according to Paul here in 2 Corinthians 5:17 --- is all about 

being made and re-made into something new. 

 

One commentator talked about how our passage from Romans today 

reminds us that there are forever new links being made on the continuous 

chain that is the unfolding will of God. 

 

I thought that was helpful. 

 

“There are forever new links being forged on the continuous chain that is the 

unfolding will of God.” 

 

If we think about it a chain is virtually useless until it is hooked up to 

something. 

 

A chain is void of its intended purpose until it is linked up to something. 

 

A chain just sitting there is like a giant paper weight --- it is only once it is 

linked to something that a chain finds its meaning and purpose. 

 



 9 

We are exactly the same --- sitting there on our own we are like a dead 

weight ---- purposeless ---- it is only once we actually link ourselves to the 

will of God that we begin to find purpose and meaning. 

 

And it is of course true that once both ends of the chain linked up that the 

chain finds true purpose. 

 

A chain is used when both ends are attached to something --- together as a 

lock ---- in a line to tow things ---- and so on. 

 

When Christ comes again ----- we attach the chain link that we are holding 

in our hands to Him --- and the line is complete ----- and the circle is 

complete --- and we are complete and have purpose. Like never before. 

 

The end of our reading today from Hebrews 9 --- the very last verse indeed -

-- “So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 

appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him.” 

 

Our salvation reached its pinnacle --- is fulfilled --- truly comes into full 

effect ----- when He returns and we latch on to Him. 

 

It’s not that everything we have done before that ---- is wrong --- or 

pointless or without merit or purpose --- it’s that it all changes --- and 

becomes new in that moment. 

 

In the meantime God doesn’t just want us engaged in a sin management type 

of relationship ----- where we revel in just the function of Christ without also 

entering into a deep and changing relationship with Him as well. 

 

As Dallas Willard says in The Divine Conspiracy ---  

 

“The issue --- as far as the gospel in the Gospels is concerned --- is whether 

we are alive to God or dead to him. 

Do we walk in an interactive relationship with him that constitutes a new 

kind of life --- a life “from above”?” 

 

And as he also says the emphasis must be on trusting Christ and not just 

trusting in the role Christ plays. 
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That’s a huge distinction --- the distinction between trusting in Jesus or only 

ever trusting in His role. 

 

If we only ever trust in his role ------ part of what we’re saying is anybody 

could have done it --- anybody could have stepped into the role and did what 

He did ------ not so --- only He could ever have done what He did --- it’s not 

the role it’s the person.  

 

If we trust Jesus --- not the role of Jesus but Jesus Christ Himself ----- our 

whole lives become different ---- and they are different moment by moment. 

 

If we simply trust in the role of Christ --- it doesn’t change our behaviour at 

all. 

 

Because we are simply trusting in a stagnant moment and function --- fixed 

in time. 

 

Do we trust in Christ --- do we trust Christ period. 

 

If we do then we are willing to follow and submit and obey whatever it is He 

asks of us. 

 

Or ------- do we simply trust in the role of Christ --- and don’t really want to 

do anything or change anything and instead simply want to benefit from His 

sacrifice without engaging in all that that means for us in the beautiful new 

gospel reality that is ever before us in all of its radiant beauty --- goodness --

--- and truth.  

      

Stage by stage --- step by step --- God is forever --- continually ----- 

revealing His great and saving nature to us. 

 

At one time it had to do with something different than it does today. 

 

 “Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly 

sanctuary.” --- verse 1 from Hebrews 9. 

 

And then in verses 2-8 in Hebrews 9 --- those regulations and sanctuary are 

described. 

 

And then verse 9 ---- the transition verse ---  
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“This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the 

worshiper.” 

 

But there’s more --- there always is when it comes to the Gospel --- and then 

verse 23 --- “It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to 

be purified with these sacrifices…” 

 

And then more still ----- verse 26 ---- “But he has appeared once for all at 

the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 

These are the words of Scripture --- this is the Word of God ------  

 

“Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly 

sanctuary.” 

 

“This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the 

worshiper.” 

 

“It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified 

with these sacrifices…” 

 

“But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away 

with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 

Hebrews 9 moves in this way -----  

 

It was done this way --- then there is a description of how it was done ---- 

then there is the proclamation illustrating that it doesn’t work this way 

anymore --- but to be clear --- it was necessary at that time for it to be that 

way --- but now that He --- Christ has appeared ----- it’s different --- and this 

is how it now goes. 

 

It’s like a systematic theology --- it’s like the first systematic theology. 

 

There is a movement ---- what was once helpful and necessary even ---- isn’t 

any longer. 
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“But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away 

with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 

In light of Christ ---- it has all changed. 

 

In light of Christ ---- in light of a true and authentic --- submissive obedient -

--- and dependent relationship with Christ everything has changed ---- and 

everything is still changing --- as He so wills it ----- and it’s a beautiful 

thing. 

 

If we just want a relationship with the role of Christ --- where He saves us 

but we don’t actually enter into a life changing --- life changing here and 

now relationship with Him ---- we’ve truly missed the boat. 

 

We’re left with a dangling chain attached to nothing --- and going nowhere. 

 

But if we embrace His role and engage in a personal relationship with Him -

--- why then we’re on to something. 

 

Then we are drawn into something so beautiful ---- and rich ---- and true that 

we can’t but change drastically as God so leads us deeper into his truth and 

saving grace. 

 

Our life is embedded deep within the heart of God and it is only as we enter 

into a life changing relationship with Him that we truly discover all that we 

are --- and more importantly all that He is --- was and forever will be. 

 

Hebrews 9 reminds us that this is how things go --- that once Christ enters in 

--- everything changes. 

 

Once Christ enters in --- once we enter in to a living dynamic ---- ongoing 

relationship in life together with the Sovereign Lord of the universe 

everything changes --- and we have purpose and meaning --- and we glorify 

God and enjoy Him. 

 

There is the way it once was ----- pre Christ --- and then there is the way it 

now is --- in Christ --- in light of Christ. 

 

An in Christ ------ in light of Christ ---- there is no holding our position --- 

we are advancing and changing and being made new each and every day. 
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There is no static faith. 

 

Stiff and rigid is how we are when we die. 

 

Soft and pliable is how we are when we are born. 

 

Soft and pliable is how we are when we are born anew. 

 

Stiff rigidity is a sign of death.  

 

Soft and supple in faith is an exciting faith. 

 

 

 

Story about Brian Wilson --- Pet sounds --- playing the notes perfectly but at 

the same time totally wrong. 

 

 

 

God doesn’t want us just to play the notes right --- stiffly --- with no 

investment --- God doesn’t want us to march along like tin soldiers. 

 

He wants us to put our hearts into it ----- and give over to it --- give over to 

Him. 

 

When we give ourselves over to God ----- beautiful things happen ---- 

kingdom of God things begin to happen ---- Holy Spirit of God things begin 

to happen. 

 

Go home today and red over Hebrews 9 again ---- I can tell you I will be. 

 

There we see the movement --- the continuous unfolding of the will and of 

the Spirit of God ------ and it is a beautiful thing. 

 

I promise you ----- you will not be disappointed --- I promise you there is no 

better way to spend a half an hour or so this afternoon --- than in reading 

Romans 9 --- or wherever it is that God so leads you in His excellent Word. 

 



 14 

Stage by stage --- step by step --- link by link ---- God is forever and 

continually revealing his beautiful ---- and timely --- and saving will. 

 

And we just fall in line --- and walk in sync with His steps. 

 

Following Him humbly wherever it is that He may lead us. 

 

To God be the glory. 

 

Amen. 


