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Christmas Eve 2018 

Scripture: 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 

Luke 2: 1-20 

 

“The Christ Story.” 

 

The story of Jesus Christ is the greatest story ever ---- and the story of Jesus 

Christ is also the most well known story in the history of the world. 

 

More people know something about the story of Jesus than any other story 

or any other person ever. 

 

And tonight we have heard --- from Luke chapter 2 --- the most well known 

portion of the most well known story in the history of the world. 

 

If we stop to think about it for a minute it’s remarkable that almost 2,000 

years after his government imposed publicly executed death penalty --- 

people still gather --- more than any other day in the year even --- people 

still gather to hear about and celebrate this Jesus of Nazareth --- born in a 

stable in Bethlehem --- the back forty --- nowhere ----- to two unknown teen 

agers. 

 

This young artisan --- carpenter ---- rabbi --- teacher --- healer ---- preacher -

-- the greatest agent of change the world has even known --- this Jesus still 

has the power to gather people around Him to celebrate and learn from His 

teachings and ways. 

 

Jesus is still the greatest community maker of them all --- gathering people 

together for a common cause --- gathering people to learn and grow and 

change and celebrate --- and so much more as well. 

 

 

The average shelf life of a bestselling book ----- or a chart topping song ----- 

a viral video --- a trending blog --- pales in comparison --- doesn’t even 

come close to the staying power of the narratives we have heard this 

evening. 

 

“For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 
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and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne...” 

 

From Isaiah’s prophecy. 

 

And then there’s --- 

 

“So Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem. 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son.  

 

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no room at the inn. 

 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night.  

 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 

will cause great joy for all the people.  

 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 

in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

From Luke’s Gospel. 

 

These passages are more well known than Shakespeare --- the Beatles ---- 

Lady Gaga ---- Justin Beiber ---- Selena Gomez or Katy Perry combined ---- 

and in truth these aren’t even the most popular Bible passages --- Psalm 23 

takes that cake for sure --- the Lord’s my Shepherd --- and then there’s John 

3:16 --- you still see that one that sporting events every year. 
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So why all this fuss about the Christ Story? 

 

Hasn’t this guy’s 15 minutes of fame passed by already ----- didn’t He go 

viral and trend ---- and then like everything else that goes viral and trends  

didn’t He fall off the face of the earth where no one even remembers what 

all the fuss was about ------ well apparently not --- and for good reason. 

 

The Christ story isn’t just another story. 

 

Jesus Christ isn’t just another guy --- wise teacher --- charismatic leader --- 

good ole boy --- fun to be around --- interesting ---- even fascinating guy ----

- and so on. 

 

In fact most of the time people were perplexed by Him --- if not also 

perturbed. 

 

So why the popularity --- and then some ----- still? 

 

Why do people still gather around this one life lived --- when everyone else 

has simply faded away and quickly. 

 

The answer ----- well in a way it’s quite simple ----- there is one thing about 

this person that is unlike anyone else who ever lived. 

 

There is one thing about Jesus that only Jesus can claim. 

 

There is one thing about Jesus that no one else ever can or will ever claim ---

- and it’s not that He rose from the dead ----- others have done that indeed 

Jesus raises a few people from death in the scriptures --- as do others like 

Elijah --- Elisha ----Paul ----Peter ---- there’s Jairus’ daughter --- there’s 

Lazarus --- and there’s Tabitha ----- and then there’s hundreds if not 

thousands of unnamed people in Matthew 27 ---- verse 52 reads --- “the 

bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life” --- and that’s 

just a few from the New Testament --- there are others in the Old Testament 

--- see I Kings 17 --- 2 Kings 4 --- and 2 Kings 13 as well ----- it’s not that 

He rose from the dead that makes Jesus different from anyone else who ever 

walked the earth. 

 

So what is it? 
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It’s not even that He was born to a virgin --- that can happen now with 

modern science --- IVF ----- in vitro fertilization. 

 

If it’s not that he rose from the dead --- there are numerous other examples 

of that --- if it’s not the virgin birth --- then what is it? 

 

The answer ---- it’s that Jesus was God in human form. 

 

It’s that Jesus was God in human form. 

 

In many ways tonight as we mark and celebrate the coming of Christ -------- 

the babe in the manger --- God in human form --- the Word made flesh ---- 

what is known as the Incarnation in Christian theology ---- in Christian 

beliefs. 

 

As we mark and celebrate this tonight ----- maybe just maybe ----- it ought 

to be far less about words and notes ----- and far more about silence ---- and 

wonder --- and awe. 

 

The flicker of a candle ---- the sound of a child’s breath --- or the wind 

whistling in the cold of night. 

 

What God did --- in coming into creation in human form in Jesus Christ --- 

is beyond words. 

 

Words fail us in trying to describe and capture --- the wonder and beauty and 

majesty --- the splendour ---- of God taking on skin and bones and blood and 

brains and living among us. 

 

As the 18th century German writer and statesman Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe said --- “The highest cannot be spoken only acted.”  

 

“The highest cannot be spoken only acted.” 

 

God didn’t want to only speak He also wanted to act ---- and decisively ----- 

and so He stepped down into His creation ---- in human form in Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth. 

 

And the world over ---- people from all walks of life ---- still gather in 

wonder and in awe --- in quietness and in silence even ----- just as we do this 
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evening to praise and to worship ----- to give thanks and to ponder anew all 

that the Almighty can do. 

 

I encourage us all in addition to pondering and reflecting on the parts of the 

Christ Story that we celebrate here this evening to explore other parts as 

well. 

 

There are many chapters in the Christ story that are a lot less well known --- 

and they are all beautiful in their own way. 

 

John’s Gospel in particular has some deeply moving passages. 

 

I am the way the truth and the life --- I am the good shepherd --- I am the 

bread of life ---- and so on --- Jesus describing Himself in His own words. 

 

But don’t take my word for it --- explore this most beautiful and saving of 

stories --- this Christ story ---- for yourself. 

 

There will be parts you will likely recall bits and pieces of ---- and there will 

also be parts that will no doubt surprise you and perhaps even perplex or 

trouble you if you are honest with yourself. 

 

But again tonight it’s almost as though we ought to be less about words --- 

and more about wonder. 

 

Wonder --- awe --- and amazement ---- at this most beautiful of stories --- 

this most beautiful of events. 

 

“For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

there will be no end.” 

 

You can’t really add much to this can you? 
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You can elaborate on it perhaps --- but it stands ever before us in all its 

radiant beauty --- goodness ---- and saving truth. 

 

And then there are these few words --- 33 words that changed the world ---  

 

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” 

 

The first words in the first chapter of the Christ story --- some of the most 

well known words the world over. 

 

Words that kick off the greatest and most well known story of all --- God’s 

love story to each and every one of gathered here this evening. 

 

This Christmas Eve as we come together ----- and are filled with the wonder 

of Christmas ---- chapter 1 of the Christ story. 

 

May we continue on in the story as well --- and read the next chapters --- 

because in truth they are just as awe inspiring and amazing as this very first 

Christmas chapter is. 

 

These very first few paragraphs ---- as memorable and awesome as they are -

--- are just the beginning of something amazing --- and saving --- and 

beautiful --- and good --- and true. 

 

There is never a dull moment in the Christ story ---- and you can read it 

through ---- in less time than it takes to watch a Star Wars movie. 

 

May this Christmas find us all full of wonder as we encounter the little 

prince of peace that is God in human form in our midst. 

 

And may we embrace the next chapters in the Christ story as well. 

 

Merry Christ story reading. 

 

Merry Christmas. 

 

Amen.  


