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December 23rd, 2018 

Scripture: 

Micah 5: 2-5a 

John 1: 1-14 

Luke 1: 26-55 

 

“Love!” 

 

One way of describing the Bible as a whole is to simply say it is God’s love 

story to His beloved creation. 

 

God’s love story to His beloved creation. 

 

And of course it has all the elements ------ and then some ---- that every 

great love story has -------  

----- there is intrigue  

--- there are tales of loyalty ---- betrayal 

--- fidelity --- and infidelity  

--- there is romance  

----- jealousy  

---- there are great and faithful friendships  

---- there are things we love to see --- faithfulness --- compassion ---- good 

will  

--- there are great examples of generosity 

---- there are profound examples of reconciliation --- and forgiveness  

---- there are examples of life long companionship --- true love  

---- and then there are also some sad examples of backstabbing ---- pettiness 

----- the holding of grudges  

----- people abusing and taking advantage of others  

--- selfishness --- people thinking only of themselves --- and worse --- 

putting others down for personal gain or pleasure  

------ there are examples of great trust --- and courage ---- dependency and 

humble submission 

------ and there is profound stubbornness ----- pride ---- human weakness 

---- there are stories that speak of the lust for power --- greed ---- and so on. 

 

You name it is there in the scriptures. 

 

Every human emotion --- every human predicament --- all that it means to be 

human --- is there ----- in the Bible. 
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But ---- and this is the clincher ---- but ---- the Bible --- God’s love story ---- 

goes just beyond human emotions ---- experiences ---- and expressions. 

 

God’s love is so grand that He steps down into the story Himself ----- he 

enters into our fleshly --- human existence ---- and joins us in all that it 

means to be human.. 

 

That is the difference between Christianity and every other religion ever. 

 

 God became human and dwelt among us --- no other religion can claim that 

----- no other religion claims ----- Immanuel ---- God with us. 

 

And that is also the difference between this love story --- the Bible --- and 

every other love story --- the divine presence --- God with us --- Immanuel.  

 

The love of God cannot be explained any more powerfully --- any clearer --- 

with more poignancy and punch --- than in the person of Jesus Christ --- 

who came and dwelt among us. 

 

And so the great love story between God and His creation --- begins a new 

and powerful chapter with the nativity --- Bethlehem. 

 

And so the great love story between God and His creation --- will also begin 

a new and powerful chapter --- one we might call ---- “Immanuel part 2” --- 

the second coming ---- Christ with us again ---- His return. 

 

But for today as we transition from awaiting His birth ----- to celebrating it -

--- we really only focus on part 1 ----- the looking back part ---- His first 

arrival --- Bethlehem ---- the nativity --- the crèche scene ---- baby ----- 

swaddling clothes ---- the gurgle gurgle of the new born child --- in the straw 

---- animals --- shepherds --- star --- you know the scene. 

 

And it’s a beautiful thing ---- certainly worthy of our praise --- adoration --- 

and honour ---- worthy of our worship. 

 

Worthy of a sustained pause --- and prostration even. 
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As we read the opening of John’s gospel this morning we clearly see that 

God had in mind --- God had planned from the very beginning ---- that He 

would step down --- enter into His creation in human form. 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

He was with God in the beginning.  

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made.  

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.” 

 

Jesus was with God from the beginning --- and at the appointed time ---- He 

stepped down into creation ---- adding a new and wonderful chapter to 

God’s great love story. 

 

As Galatians 4: verses 4 and 5 say ----- 

 

“But when the fullness of time had come ----- when the set time had arrived 

------ God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption…” 

 

That time --- the appointed time --- the fullness of time --- is Christmas --- as 

John Gospel puts it this morning --- verse 14 ---- the Word becoming flesh 

and made His dwelling among us. 

 

Eugene Peterson puts John 1: 14 this way ----- 

 

“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood.” 

 

“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood.” 

 

You might say ---- The Word became flesh and blood and set up shop right 

next door. 

 

God didn’t just come in Christ ---- stick around for a brief minute or two --- 

and then take off ----- He moved into the neighbourhood --- He set up shop -

-- and He set up shop --- in our midst ---- not far off in the distance --- but 

right among us --- in our neighbourhood as Peterson rightly says. 
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And then of course ---- before He left -- He gave the Holy Spirit ---- and 

before He left He also said that He would come back again and pick us up 

even. 

 

That’s the love of God in action. 

 

That’s Immanuel --- God with us --- God in our midst --- God moving into 

the neighbourhood --- and setting up shop --- and staying for a while ---- and 

then promising to return to take us home. 

 

Today in Micah we have a pretty good priming of the pump ---- a pretty 

good foretelling of Immanuel ---- God with us the coming of Christ --- the 

coming of the Messiah. 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times.” 

 

and then skipping ahead to verse 4 ----- 

 

“He will stand and shepherd his flock 

in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth.” 

 

And finally the first half of verse 5 ----  

 

“And he will be our peace…” 

 

And then Luke’s Gospel --- picks up from there and gets even more specific 

--- from our passage this morning ---- picking it up at verse 26 ---  

 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
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The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 

Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be. 

 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God.  

 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 

descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 

That’s pretty specific -----  

 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

 

And then it’s ------  

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.” 

 

Specific ----- very specific. 

 

And then in John’s Gospel --- a little later on in John’s gospel chapter 14 --- 

it’s ---- 

 

“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 

you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 

may be where I am.” 

 

Also very specific ---- I am going to prepare a place for you ---- and --- and 

this part is crucial ---- and this is Jesus speaking ---- and --- I will come back 

and take you to be with me. 

 

In other words I have prepared a place for you ----- and then I will come and 

take you by the hand to that place --- so as to ensure that you don’t get lost 

or go the wrong way. 
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God’s love letter is very very specific ----- 

  

“But you, Bethlehem, 

though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times. 

 

He will stand and shepherd his flock 

in the strength of the Lord…” 

 

And ---- 

 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

And the angel said to her  

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.” 

 

And then it’s ---- 

 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

 

And then it’s ---- 

 

“My Father’s house has many rooms ----- I am going there to prepare a place 

for you? And ------ I will come back and take you to be with me.” 

 

And of course there are many more chapters to this magnificent love letter as 

well. 

 

The life and death and ministry and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ ---- 

the most beautiful chapters in God’s love letter ---- has many acts --- each 

one more beautiful than the last. 

 

And we are so blessed --- not just this time of the year ---- where we 

celebrate and remember a very special chapter ---- Immanuel --- God with us 
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--- and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us ---- but also all year 

round. 

 

God’s love letter --- isn’t just a story --- or a fable that entertains and 

comforts --- it is also a great and powerful rescue plan. 

 

It contains our salvation ---- and it goes long into eternity. 

 

I can’t imagine Christmas just meaning ---- turkey ---- food --- family 

friends and presents ---- without also Jesus Christ --- the Word made flesh 

dwelling among us. 

 

It truly saddens me to think of people who for them Christmas is all just 

about material things --- friends --- family --- food ----- some gifts --- and 

some extra time off --- more rest ---- without also spiritual things ---- 

Immanuel ---- God with us --- the Word made flesh and dwelling among us. 

 

And I mean that seriously ---- it’s a pretty empty and cold Christmas ---- if it 

doesn’t also have a profound spiritual element as well. 

 

And it’s also a pretty short lived Christmas as well if there isn’t also the 

spiritual encounter. 

 

God’s love letter on the other hand ----- has permanence --- eternity --- our 

salvation in Christ --- the baby born in Bethlehem that Micah and Luke and 

John all talk about today in our passages. 

 

God’s love letter is supremely spiritual. 

 

It includes all of this fleshly world stuff for sure ---- “The Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us.” --- but it also goes beyond just the here and now 

----- and points to ---- leads us to --- takes us by the hand and ushers us into 

a beautiful reality not of this world --- far beyond Bethlehem and Judah ---- 

far beyond Jerusalem ---- Golgotha ---- Gethsemane ---- far beyond Whitby -

-- Ajax ---Pickering ------ Courtice --- Brooklin ---- and so on --- far beyond 

just this material fleshly realm. 

 

It’s the love letter that knows no boundaries. 

 

It’s the love letter without parallel. 
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It’s -----  

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made.  

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. “ 

 

And it’s ----- 

 

“My Father’s house has many rooms…” ---- and ---- “I am going there to 

prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me ...” 

 

And it’s also ---- 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him.” 

 

“For God so loved the world that He sent His Son to save the world.” 

 

Maybe that’s God’s love story in its simplest form. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He sent His Son to save the world.” 

 

Today is the Sunday of love. 

 

Not Hallmark love --- not Harlequin Romance love --- do they still publish 

Harlequin books anymore ---- remember Harlequin Romances --- they sold 

them by the bushels. 

 

Anyway ---- it’s not Hallmark or Harlequin --- or any other kind of 

sentimentalized or romantized love that we’re talking about --- lighting 

candles about ----- and celebrating today --- it is God’s love. 
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God’s never ending ---- saving --- and abiding love. 

 

Divine love. 

 

The love --- not a love ---- but THE love --- that comes to us in God Himself 

--- Jesus Christ --- and takes us by the hand and leads us home into the 

eternal presence of God the Father ----Son --- and Holy Spirit forever. 

 

God’s love is a very specific love --- it is as individual and specific as each 

and every one of us here today. 

 

As the great Charles Wesley penned in the Hymn ---- “And can it be that I 

should gain” ---  

 

“Amazing love --- how can it be that thou my God --- should’st die for me?”  

 

God’s love is so amazing that He not only came --- Immanuel ---- but He 

also died --- and as if that’s not enough He will come again --- to take us by 

the hand and lead us to Himself. 

 

Amazing love indeed. 

 

As we transition from Advent to Christmas ----- the 12 days of Christmas --- 

Dec. 25th to January 5th and then Epiphany January the 6th --- with the Wise 

Men ---- may we celebrate the love of God ---- Immanuel --- God with us ---

- God becoming flesh and dwelling among us. 

 

There is nothing more powerful. 

 

There is nothing greater. 

 

There is nothing more comforting than the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

The poet Ann Weems writes ---  

 

When the Holy Child is born into our hearts 

there is a rain of stars 

a rushing of angels 
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a blaze of candles 

this God burst into our lives. 

 

Love is running through the streets. 

 

The blazing light of the star ------ the radiant love of the manger ---- 

is indeed God bursting into our lives in a new and special way. 

 

Love moved into the neighbourhood and set up shop --- right next door. 

 

Right next door ---- and right indoors. 

 

In our homes --- and our hearts --- and our lives. 

 

Amazing Love how can it be --- that God would step down off His mighty 

throne and come down to take us by the hand. 

 

And yet that is precisely what happens. 

 

And yet that is precisely what still happens. 

When the Holy Child is born into our hearts 

there is a rain of stars 

a rushing of angels 

a blaze of candles 

God burst into our lives. 

 

Amazing love indeed! 

 

Amen. 


