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February 10th, 2019 

Scripture: 

John 6: 1-15 

“Signs and Wonders: Sign #4.” 

 

Today as we continue on with the 7 signs in John’s Gospel we come to sign 

#4 ---- the feeding of 5,000 on the hillside in the region of Galilee. 

 

But before we go any further a few words about John’s Gospel and a few 

words about signs. 

 

And for those who have been here for any of the last 3 weeks ---- for the 

sake of your brothers and sisters in faith who may find it helpful to have a 

brief introduction to signs ---- and in particular signs in John’s Gospel --- but 

haven’t yet heard this introduction ---- bear with us and think of the 

community first. 

 

John’s Gospel never speaks of miracles --- only signs. 

 

Never miracles only signs. 

 

And like all signs --- the signs in John’s gospel always point to something 

else --- and are of little importance unto themselves. 

 

Think of a sign on the side of the road for example --- in and of itself it is of 

little importance --- it’s just metal and paint ---- but ------ it is extremely 

helpful and necessary even --- in that it points us in the right direction --- and 

helps to lead us where we want to go. 

 

Like road signs --- signs in the Bible are less about the event in and of itself -

-- and more about the fact that they point to something ---- God. 

 

And so John calls them signs for a very good reason --- because he wants us 

to look beyond just the miraculous event --- and see into the heart of God. 

 

Further --- signs for John always point to the glory of God. 

 

Indeed as we’ve learned ------John’s Gospel is especially concerned with 

signs and glory. 
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Indeed scholars have gone so far as to divide John’s Gospel into 2 distinct 

sections. 

 

Section 1 ----- John chapters 1-13 --- is the book of signs ----- and section 2 -

-- chapters 14- 21 --- the book of glory. 

 

Signs and glory then are crucial to understanding John’s Gospel --- and signs 

and glory are crucial to understanding Jesus Christ according to John. 

 

And the connection between the 2 is simple --- all the signs --- all 7 signs in 

John’s Gospel point to the glory of God. 

 

So --- signs and wonders ------ signs that point the wonder and glory of God. 

 

And for today it’s sign #4 ----- John chapter 6 --- a huge crowd of people ---- 

and as verse 10 indicates a huge crowd of about 5,000 men. 

 

That means there are way way more than just 5,000 people in total ---- if 

there were 5,000 men think of how many people there likely were all 

together. 

 

 If each man had at least 1 wife --- a few children ---- and then a few slaves 

and helpers ---- we’d be looking at more 30,000 or 40,000 people --- at least 

and like more --- likely more because some of the men would have had 

multiple wives and many children and many slaves and helpers --- the point 

--- there were thousands on thousands of people gathered freely around Jesus 

that day.  

 

So sign #4 --- 

 

Verse 2 ----- “and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw 

the signs he had performed by healing the sick.” 

 

A great crowd followed Him. 

 

And why --- because as this verse indicates ---- because they know He can 

do miraculous things. 

 

“and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he 

had performed by healing the sick.” 
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This large crowd is already aware that Jesus can do miraculous things --- 

heal the sick ---- this huge crowd has already witnessed His signs before. 

 

And not only this but the fact that He has already performed some signs is 

the very reason they are following Him. 

 

So it’s not much of a stretch to say that they are eager to see more signs --- 

more miracles --- more amazing feats ---- that point to God’s glory. 

 

They’re on the edge of their seats --- they follow not because they are 

uncertain --- this crowd is following because of a great sense of anticipation. 

 

“What might He do next?” ---- “What will He be up to today?” ----- was 

likely in their minds and on the tip of their tongues. 

 

And Jesus as we soon see ------ already has something in mind for this eager 

and anticipating crowd. 

 

Verse 6 includes ---- “for he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

“For he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

The people were expecting something --- this large crowd had already 

witnessed Jesus’ power and glory --- they had great expectations --- they 

were anticipating something grand and marvelous --- and as verse 6 says --- 

Jesus is ready --- “… he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

“He already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

Jesus saw all of this coming --- and He was ready to amaze once again. 

 

Jesus saw all of this coming --- and He was ready to point to God --- He was 

ready to glorify God --- deflecting things away from Himself --- it wasn’t 

about Him. 

 

Jean Vanier writes --- in his introduction to John chapter 6 ---  

 

“Our lives are a journey 

from the weakness of the newborn child we once were 
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to the weakness of the old person we will become. 

Our lives are a journey of growth 

from ignorance to wisdom, 

from selfishness to self-giving, 

from fear to trust, 

from guilt feelings to inner liberation, 

from lack of self-esteem to self-acceptance. 

 

We human beings do not posses life. 

We receive life in our fragile bodies. 

And this life grows, develops, and deepens 

as long as we are nourished. 

Without food, we wither and die. 

What is true of our physical life is also true of our life in the Spirit. 

We need to be nourished. 

We need physical nourishment, intellectual nourishment and nourishment 

for the heart.” 

 

Jesus isn’t just feeding tummies here in John 6 --- He is feeding hearts and 

spirits ---- souls and minds as well. 

 

As Vanier writes ---- “What is true of our physical life is also true of our life 

in the Spirit.” 

 

God meets all of our desires and needs --- needs of the body ---- needs of the 

mind ---- needs of the heart --- needs of the souls --- need of the human 

spirit. 

 

There isn’t one realm of our existence that Jesus doesn’t meet --- and as we 

see in the passage today --- not just meet but exceed --- go above and 

beyond. 

 

There isn’t just food for this crowd there are leftovers --- leftovers that can 

be collected and dispersed to another crowd --- or perhaps the less fortunate. 

 

Verse 12 --- “When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 

disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.”  

 

And then verse 13 ----- “So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets 

with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.” 
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The miracle is --- 2 fish and 5 barely loaves feeds over 5,000 men and their 

entourages. 

 

The sign is God loves us so much He provides for our needs ----- all of our 

needs ----- not just some but all of our needs. 

 

If we truly trust Him --- all of our needs are met and then some. 

 

If we trust in God we stop wanting more --- Adam and Eve wanted more 

because they didn’t fully trust God. 

 

God said you’ve got all of this but don’t go near that ---- (the tree of the 

knowledge between good and evil) ----- but they weren’t satisfied with all of 

this --- they wanted more ---- and the serpent played on that  ---- and they 

feel for it. 

 

When we trust in God we don’t always want more of what we want --- when 

we trust in God we want more of Him and les of us --- when we trust in God 

we come to see that He provides and then some ---- just as he did on this 

hillside. 

 

So what else about sign #4. 

 

Well something happens at the end of this sign that hasn’t yet happened in 

any of the other 3 signs so far --- there is public recognition of just who 

Jesus is. 

 

Verse 14 ---- “After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to 

say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” “ 

 

 “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 

 

Jesus is beginning to take on a different role in the public eye. 

 

Remember in John 5 the authorities are already plotting to kill Him --- verse 

18 from John 5 begins --- “For this reason they tried all the more to kill 

him…” 
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But now here it isn’t just the authorities who are taking notice it is a huge 

crowd. 

 

A huge crowd gathers and then after they witness Jesus again performing 

another miracle --- another sign ---- they say ---- “Surely this is the Prophet 

who is to come into the world.” 

 

You can just imagine how frustrated the leaders and authorities would be 

now --- with Jesus actually getting support and being lauded and praised. 

 

And of course the drama continues to unfold and only gets more and more 

interesting ---- and intense ---- as we get closer and closer to Jesus greatest 

act of glory --- the cross.  

 

But we’re not there yet ---- in fact we’re not even close --- there is so much 

more to transpire before we get to Golgotha and then Easter and the empty 

tomb. 

 

So what about this 4th sign ---- this feeding of thousands on the hillside. 

 

Jesus has already turned water into wine --- sign 1. 

 

He’s already healed a royal official’s son --- sign #2. 

 

He’s already healed a man ill for 38 years --- sign #3. 

 

What about this sign ---- sign #4 ---- what is different about it. 

 

Well first of all ------ this sign is different because it takes place in the 

context of a large crowd of freely gathered people. 

 

Sign # 4 --- the feeding of 5,000 ----- isn’t just in the context of invited 

guests ---- like sign #1 --- water into wine at a wedding banquet ---- where 

there is a guest list --- invited guests only. 

 

Sign #4 ----- unlike sign #2 ---- the healing of a royal official ---- isn’t just 

about one young man being healed ---- one man benefiting --- sign #4 is 

thousands of thousands of people. 
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And Sign #4 unlike sign #3 ---- a man ill for 38 years isn’t just about that 

one man --- it is for thousand and thousands of thousand of freely gathered 

people. 

 

Instead of just a list of guests ---- instead of just one small boy ----- instead 

of just one man ill for 38 --- instead of a limited audience ----- and limited 

participants --- and benefactors ---- as is the case with signs 1,2, & 3 ------ 

here with sign 4 it is for a freely gathered massive crowd of people out in the 

wilderness who are affected and saved from calamity. 

 

Suddenly with sign #4 God’s glory is for all the hungry pilgrims that gather 

around Jesus in John 6 today --- thousands on thousands --- tens of 

thousands likely. 

 

The miracle of God’s glory --- the sign pointing to God’s glory --- food for 

everyone ---- and then some --- leftovers even --- point to the beautiful 

reality that God is grand and awesome and powerful enough ----- He is for 

everyone who thirsts and hungers --- he is for all people at all times in every 

walk of life. 

 

Not just invited guests and not just the sick and the lame --- but everyone. 

 

Jean Vanier’s beautiful introduction to John chapter 6 is a profound 

reflection on this passage --- and a beautiful introduction --- 

 

Vanier writes -----  

 

“Our lives are a journey 

from the weakness of the newborn child we once were 

to the weakness of the old person we will become. 

Our lives are a journey of growth 

from ignorance to wisdom, 

from selfishness to self-giving, 

from fear to trust, 

from guilt feelings to inner liberation, 

from lack of self-esteem to self-acceptance. 

 

We human beings do not posses life. 

We receive life in our fragile bodies. 

And this life grows, develops, and deepens 



 8 

as long as we are nourished. 

Without food, we wither and die. 

What is true of our physical life is also true of our life in the Spirit. 

We need to be nourished. 

We need physical nourishment, intellectual nourishment and nourishment 

for the heart.” 

 

He’s is right on --- when in the beginning of the second paragraph he says --- 

“We human beings do not posses life. 

We receive life in our fragile bodies.” 

 

That’s part of what is happening here ---- the pilgrims on the hillside are 

receiving life in their fragile bodies. 

 

“We human beings do not posses life. 

We receive life in our fragile bodies.” 

 

God gives life and God can take away life just like that --- anyone who has 

had a loved one die --- knows that it is just like that when one we love dies --

----- it’s sudden --- and final --- whether we’ve had prep time or not it is 

sudden and final. 

 

We do not posses life --- we receive life. 

 

The point of this sign ----- is that life is given --- nourishment is given --- by 

a gracious and a loving and a saving God. 

 

The crowd on the hillside doesn’t posses life --- they are given life --- and 

not by the boy ---- or by Andrew who brings the boy to Jesus --- and not by 

the fish and loaves ---- but by the hand of God --- on account of the glory of 

God. 

 

We need to be nourished --- and only God can truly nourish us. 

 

And now it’s take away time --- and now it’s life application time. 

 

So how does this message ---- this truth --- this goodness --- this revelation 

about God even matter to us here today now. 

 

Only God can truly nourish us. 
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Reading a ton of other books --- and not also --- and not chiefly scripture --- 

will never nourish us. 

 

Talking with pother people --- wise and brilliant and beautiful and faithful as 

they may be ---- will never nourish us if we aren’t also talking with God --- 

praying. 

 

Taking time away to go to Florida ---- the cottage --- family vacation --- 

whatever --- wherever ---- taking time away --- going somewhere else --- 

will not fully nourish us if we don’t also take time away to be with God and 

God alone. 

 

Only God can truly nourish us. 

 

And we enable God to nourish us by what. 

 

Reading His Word --- talking with Him --- and spending time with Him. 

 

The take away --- the life application piece for today is ---- we are called to 

read our Bible’s more ----- pray more --- and spend more time in God’s 

presence than we are called to read other books --- talk with other people --- 

and go other places. 

 

When Jesus asked Philip ---- in verse 5 today --- when Jesus asks Philip ---- 

“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 

 

He already knows the answer ---- verse 6 reads --- “He asked this only to test 

him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

Jesus knew that what they needed wasn’t going to come from this world ---- 

a baker or a deli nearby to supply the food ----- what they needed was going 

to come from God --- and Jesus knew this all along. 

 

What we need to be nourished in this life doesn’t come from this life. 

 

Reading God’s word --- comes from God --- and not from this world. 

 

Talking with God ---- prayer is about God ---- and is not from this world. 
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Spending time with God ---- is from God ---- and is not from this world. 

 

The bread the 5,000 plus are fed with today comes from God and not this 

world. 

 

Verses 5 and 6 -----  

“When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said 

to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this 

only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

When Jesus asks where will we get food to feed these people --- He isn’t 

actually asking Philip to get something from this realm ----- the realm of 

flesh and blood ---- the earthly realm. 

 

“He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was 

going to do.” 

 

Jesus already knew that what they need --- what we --- all of gathered here 

today need ----- is not from this realm ---- it is from God. 

 

All the food they need and received was not from a baker near by ----- just 

over the hill --- nor was it from a fisherman nearby on the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee -----  what they needed came only from God. 

 

All the nourishment we need is not from books other than the Bible --- 

conversations other than God --- time spent in places other than in the 

presence of God. 

 

The life application piece --- the life application pieces for today are stop 

looking to other people’s ideas --- stop looking to what other books say --- 

stop looking to have other conversations --- stop seeking to go other places -

---- and turn to God. 

 

Only God can truly nourish us --- all other sources of nourishment are 

secondary ---- if not also destructive and harmful if God isn’t first and 

foremost our source of nourishment. 

 

For every other book you read --- balance it out with Bible reading. 

 



 11 

For every other blog or tweet or Facebook post --- or text you read --- or 

movie or show you watch ----- balance it out with God’s Word. 

 

For every other conversation you have balance it out with a conversation 

with God --- with prayer. 

 

And these are not unrealistic --- pipe dream things ---- they are practical --- 

action items ---- take aways from the scriptures today. 

 

Jesus knew it was going to take an act from God to feed all these people --- 

and he also knew it wasn’t unrealistic to expect one. 

 

Jesus knew a big bakery or large deli counter was not what was needed here 

---- and act of God --- a sign --- that points to God’s glory and goodness and 

truth is what was needed here --- and Jesus knew it way far in advance of the 

crisis. 

 

“When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said 

to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this 

only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

Jesus wasn’t asking Philip --- "Hey friend where is the nearest bakery to buy 

bread?" ----- He already had in mind that God would act and bring glory to 

Himself by providing. 

 

Only God can provide. 

 

Only God can nourish. 

 

Verse 14 today --- “After the people saw the sign Jesus performed…” 

This wasn’t just about a meal. 

 

It was a sign… 

 

“After the people saw the sign Jesus performed…” --- you can’t make it any 

clearer than that. 

 

The miracle is --- people were fed ------- the sign is only God can truly feed 

and nourish us --- there isn’t anything in this world that can do this ---- only 

God can. 
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And God does it ---- through His Word --- through prayer ---- and through 

spending time with Him. 

 

God is there for us when we are stranded on the hillside far far away from 

home and hungry. 

 

God is there for us when we’re lost in a crowd in the wilderness --- 

wondering what’s next. 

 

God is there for us --- when we’re bedside at the hospital and find out we ---

-- or someone we love ---- has cancer --- or depression --- or bi-polar ---- or 

MS --- or just might have to have half their leg cut off ---- and so on. 

 

God is there for us --- when we’re with our financial planner ---- and they 

tell us we’ve taken a hit recently --- and the funds just aren’t there to free up 

to pay for a new roof --- or a new car --- or whatever. 

 

God is there for us ---- when we feel like things have fallen apart --- my 

church --- or my job --- or my life----- isn’t like it used to be --- I want it to 

be the way I want to be. 

 

God is there ----- God is with us --- now --- here today. 

 

And He provides for us ---- He nourishes us ----- He makes sure we’re fed 

and taken care of. 

 

Even when we only have a little bit ----- 2 fish 5 loaves --- thousands of 

people ---- even when it feels like we only have a tiny bit ----- He finds a 

way to provide and feed and nourish. 

 

Our job is to read His word. 

 

Our job is to pray. 

 

Our job is to spend time with Him. 

 

Our job is to glorify Him. 

 

Our job isn’t to bicker. 
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Our job isn’t to engage in he said --- she said. 

 

Our job isn’t to get all wrapped up in --- I want this or I want that. 

 

Our job is to glorify Him. 

 

How --- by reading His word. 

 

By praying to and with Him. 

 

By spending time with Him ---- and Him alone. 

 

And so may we praise Him. 

 

---- point to Him. 

 

----- rely on Him. 

 

---- submit to Him. 

 

----- and depend on Him. 

 

To God be the glory now and forever. 

 

Amen. 


