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April 7th, 2019 

Scripture: 

Psalm 126 

Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Philippians 3: 4b-14 

John 12: 1-11 

 

“What are we overwhelmed by?” 

 

Most of us ---- most of the time ---- live in this here and now --- flesh and 

blood --- material world. 

 

Sadly many of us --- too many of us perhaps even ---- only ever live in this 

here and now --- flesh and blood --- material world --- without ever entering 

into the beautiful God soaked ---- Gospel world of --- being overwhelmed by 

the goodness of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

For far too many people ---- for far too many Christians even ---- God is far 

too small ---- and the concerns and values --- and currency of this world 

reign supreme --- causing the grandeur and majesty of God to shrink. 

 

As Christians we need to reclaim the vastness of God --- His grandeur and 

majesty --- His hugeness. 

 

In our Gospel passage today Mary is overwhelmed by the goodness and 

beauty of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

And in contrast to Mary there is Judas who is consumed by the here and now 

flesh and blood --- material world --- which also ---- as is so often the case --

-- makes him behave selfishly. 

 

Mary takes a pint --- or about half a liter of perfume ---- see verse 3 --- worth 

about a years wages --- see verse 5 ----- and pours the whole thing over 

Jesus’ feet. 

 

Before we go on --- let’s pause for a minute here. 

 

What did you bring in --- what did you earn or receive financially in 2018. 
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Many of us are likely in the middle of our taxes about now --- it’s tax return 

time right now for many. 

 

Did you bring in or receive $25,000 ---- $30,000 or 50,000 or 80,000 ---- 

100,000 ----- 150,000 ---- or more. 

 

Whatever you brought in this year --- through pensions --- earnings ----- 

savings --- bequests --- inheritances ---- dividends ----- whatever --- that 

amount ---- your yearly amount of “earnings” --- is precisely what Mary 

poured over Jesus feet in one shot today. 

 

Verse 5 includes --- “it ---- the perfume --- was worth a years wages. 

 

“It was worth a years wages.” 

 

Mary wasn’t holding back. 

 

We can hardly get a Biblical tithe from most people ---- 10% of our earnings 

for Christ now days ---- Mary gives a full year’s worth of resources ---- and 

in one shot. 

 

That’s what I call being overwhelmed by God. 

 

Overwhelmed by Christ ----- overwhelmed by the goodness and beauty and 

truth of just who Jesus is. 

 

A years worth in wages in one shot. 

 

And then there is Judas ---- picking it up at verse 5 ----- “Why wasn’t this 

perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s 

wages. ”  

 

And then carrying on into verse 6 --- we see his selfish motivation for this 

comment ----- “He did not say this because he cared about the poor but 

because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself 

to what was put into it.” 

 

Mary is overwhelmed by Jesus ---- God’s goodness in Him. 
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Judas is overwhelmed by things of this world --- wealth --- material things --

- personal benefit even. 

 

Judas is troubled by the fact that Mary would be so careless ---- and free ---- 

and extravagant in her giving. 

 

And he’s even more troubled by the fact that her careless and extravagant 

giving has robbed him of the opportunity of advancing himself by taking 

away the opportunity or him skimming off the top of the collective purse. 

 

Had the perfume been sold and put into the money bag Judas would then 

have had the opportunity to gain from it --- steal from it ---- but Mary --- 

carelessly --- has wasted it all and Judas gets no benefit from what he 

considers her extravagant and careless behaviour. 

 

We all have a choice in life. 

 

We can be overwhelmed by the things of this world --- material things --- or 

troubling things --- or fun things --- or the pleasuring providing things --- of 

this world ---- like Judas was. 

 

For Judas it was money --- remember he betrays Jesus for money ---- silver 

coins --- but it can also be other things --- like being overwhelmed by 

negativity and things that trouble us ----- focusing on them to a fault instead 

of being thankful and building each other up. 

 

We can be overwhelmed by things of this world ----- or we choose to be 

overwhelmed by the goodness and beauty of God in Jesus Christ like Mary 

today. 

 

We have a choice. 

 

Negativity --- materialism ----- wealth --- pleasure --- and so on. 

 

Or first and foremost Christ. 

 

So what are you overwhelmed with? 

 

What are you overwhelmed by? 
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When was the last time you were overwhelmed by the goodness of the 

Gospel? 

 

Have you ever been overwhelmed by the Gospel? 

 

Only you know the answers to these things ---- they are between you and 

God for sure. 

 

But they matter. 

 

And because they matter they are worthy of our time and effort and energy -

-- our consideration and focus. 

 

The world for sure will direct us to be concerned with --- overwhelmed by 

things other than God ---- and Jesus Christ ---- and the Holy Spirit of God. 

 

We have to choose and we have to train ourselves --- we have to choose and 

re-choose and choose over and over again God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

over the temptations of this flesh and blood --- here and now material world. 

 

Listen to this quote from Forum magazine. 

 

Frederic D. Huntington writes in an article from Forum magazine. 

 

“It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not pantheism, not agnosticism, that 

in our day and in this land is likely to quench the light of the gospel. It is a 

proud, sensuous, selfish, luxurious, church-going, hollow-hearted 

prosperity.” 

 

Again ----- “It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not pantheism, not 

agnosticism, that in our day and in this land is likely to quench the light of 

the gospel. It is a proud, sensuous, selfish, luxurious, church-going, hollow-

hearted prosperity.” 

 

In other words --- it isn’t a disbelief in god ---- doubt atheism ---- or the 

belief in many different gods --- pantheism -----or a belief that nothing about 

God can ever be proven that waters down the Gospel --- agnosticism --- 

rather it is lukewarm selfish ---- proud --- hollow hearted church going 

people --- like Judas in John’s Gospel today ----- that thwart the Gospel.  
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Listen to the quote again --- it’s a powerful one --- it describes the state of 

many of our churches in the Northern hemisphere right now ----  

 

“It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not pantheism, not agnosticism, that 

in our day and in this land is likely to quench the light of the gospel. It is a 

proud, sensuous, selfish, luxurious, church-going, hollow-hearted 

prosperity.” 

 

It is people overwhelmed with ------ pride ---- selfishness --- luxury ---- 

lukewarm hollow hearted --- and the clincher in the quote is that they will be 

church --- going --- just as Judas was church going --- just as Judas was a 

follower of Jesus ---- one His 12 closest followers even. 

 

Guess when this quote was written 

 

Guess when this quote first appeared in Forum magazine ----- 1890. 

 

1890 --- not 1980 ---- but 1890. 

 

And it captures all what it means to be a lukewarm Christian --- a Christian 

not overwhelmed by the Gospel --- by the goodness of God --- but a 

Christian overwhelmed by worldly things. 

 

It describes Judas to a “T”. 

 

“It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not pantheism, not agnosticism, that 

in our day and in this land is likely to quench the light of the gospel. It is a 

proud, sensuous, selfish, luxurious, church-going, hollow-hearted 

prosperity.” 

 

One of the musical artists I’ve been enjoying listening to for about a year 

and a half or so now is Big daddy Weave --- I’ve mentioned him now a few 

times in sermons. 

 

Mike Weaver and his band --- Big Daddy Weave. 

 

He sings a beautiful song called --- fittingly for today --- “Overwhelmed.” 

 

Here are the words --- Overwhelmed. 
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“I see the work of Your Hands 

Galaxies spin in a Heavenly dance oh God 

All that You are is so overwhelming 

 

I hear the sound of Your Voice 

All at once it’s a gentle and thundering noise oh God 

All that You are is so overwhelming 

 

I delight myself in You 

Captivated by Your beauty 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

 

God, I run into Your arms 

Unashamed because of mercy 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

 

I know the power of Your Cross 

Forgiven and free forever You’ll be my God 

And all that You’ve done is so overwhelming 

 

I delight myself in You 

In the Glory of Your Presence 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

 

And God I run into Your arms 

Unashamed because of mercy 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

 

You are Beautiful, You are Beautiful 

Oh God, there is no one more Beautiful 

You are Beautiful, God you are the most Beautiful 

 

You are Wonderful, You are Wonderful 

Oh God, there is no one more Wonderful 

You are Wonderful, God You are the most Wonderful 

 

You are Glorious, You are Glorious 

Oh God, there is no one more Glorious 

You are Glorious, God you are the most Glorious 
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I delight myself in You 

In the Glory of Your Presence 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

 

And God I run into Your arms 

Unashamed because of mercy 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

I’m overwhelmed, I’m overwhelmed by You 

There is no one more Beautiful 

You are the most Beautiful” 

 

That’s Mary today in John’s Gospel --- she’s overwhelmed by the presence 

and the beauty --- and the power and the presence of God in Jesus Christ --- 

and so she goes and gets this beautiful perfume. 

 

And she pours it over the feet of Christ --- and then she gets down on her 

hands and knees ----- unclasps her hair clip and wipes His feet with her hair. 

 

And as verse 3 says --- the house was filled with the fragrance of the 

perfume. 

 

“And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.” 

 

Can’t you just smell it? 

 

“And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.” 

 

In other words --- everyone there could smell the beautiful fragrance of love 

--- in other words the whole house was overwhelmed by the beautiful act of 

love and humble reverence for Jesus. 

 

It’s really something to dwell in that kind of act of love ----- that kind of act 

of overwhelming love. 

 

The whole house was filled with the beautiful fragrance ----- the beautiful 

presence of love and the Holy Spirit of God. 

 

That’s what Jesus does. 
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That’s the beautiful fruit of being overwhelmed by God in Christ ---- a 

beautiful offering --- a sweet fragrance. 

 

And Mary does what she does why? --- for the glory of God. 

 

Not to look good --- not to be noticed ---- not just to share her gifts ----- it’s 

not about self expression ----- she does it to give glory to God. 

 

John’s Gospel is full of examples and is deeply concerned with Glorifying 

God --- and this act of Mary is no exception. 

 

And of course John isn’t the only New Testament writer concerned with 

God’s glory --- Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10 verse 31 ---  

“…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 

 

“…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 

 

Not just some things but all things --- “whatever you do” Paul says --- do it 

for the glory of God. 

 

That’s precisely what Mary is doing here today --- in John 12. 

 

And it is precisely what Judas is not doing in John 12 today. 

 

Mary is overwhelmed by God in Christ. 

 

And Judas is upset that he didn’t get what he wanted --- the opportunity to 

skim a little more money --- get something in return --- not just give ----- but 

get something for himself. 

 

Do we live our lives choosing to be overwhelmed by the goodness---- and 

beauty ---truth --- and saving love of God in Christ --- like Mary today. 

 

Or --- are we more like Judas --- always hoping to get something for 

ourselves ----- personal advantage ------ gain ---- obtain what we want out of 

other people’s actions --- instead of forgetting about self --- dying to self 

even ----- and glorifying God instead. 

 

“…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” ----- 1 Corinthians 10 

verse 31 says. 
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Francis Chan ----- in his book ---- “Crazy love” --- which all about God’s 

amazing and life changing love --- writes this. 

 

“Even though I glimpse God’s holiness, I am still dumb enough to forget 

that life is all about God and not about me at all.” 

 

“Even though I glimpse God’s holiness, I am still dumb enough to forget 

that life is all about God and not about me at all.” 

 

And he goes on to say --- 

 

“The point of your life is to point to Him. 

Whatever you are doing, God wants to be glorified, because this whole thing 

is His. 

His world, His gift.” 

 

The point of Chan’s book --- “Crazy Love” ---- is to invite people to be 

overwhelmed by God. 

 

He writes --- 

“This book is written for people who want more Jesus.” 

 

And than a little bit further down the same page --- he writes----  

“I hope reading this book …. affirms your desire for “more God” --- even if 

you are surrounded by people who feel they have “enough God.”  

 

“This book is written for people who want more Jesus.” 

and  

“I hope reading this book …. affirms your desire for “more God” --- even if 

you are surrounded by people who feel they have “enough God.”  

 

“More Jesus and more God.” --- that’s the whole point of his book. 

 

“More Jesus and more God.” ------ that is the whole point of Mary’s great 

act of love today in John’s Gospel. 

 

More Jesus --- and more God ----- isn’t that a great statement to live by ----

and choose to live by and walk in. 
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Mary knew Jesus wasn’t just another teacher or remarkable guy --- she knew 

he was something far greater than anyone else had ever or would ever be ----

- and so she was completely overwhelmed by His goodness and beauty and 

truth and so she did something extravagant and beautiful and true. 

 

We know that that Jesus isn’t just another teacher --- one among many --- 

we know He isn’t just another wise man ---- one among many ----- we know 

that He is the Saviour of the world --- sovereign Lord of the universe ----- 

Messiah --- Holy One ------ maybe we ought to be driven to great and 

extravagant --- overwhelming acts of love and admiration ---- worship and 

awe --- just like Mary was. 

 

We all have a choice ------ we can be overwhelmed by negativity ----- this 

world --- our concerns ----- our wants ---“Give me --- give me ---- I want.” 

 

We can be overwhelmed by what we don’t get --- like Judas who didn’t get a 

chance to steal some more money because Mary didn’t sell the perfume.  

 

Or like Mary --- we can choose to be overwhelmed --- by the goodness and 

beauty of truth of God in Christ.    

 

What do you choose? 

 

What are you overwhelmed with? 

 

What are you overwhelmed by? 

 

When was the last time you were overwhelmed by the goodness of the 

Gospel? ---- and then how did you respond? 

 

Our passage today from John’s Gospel reminds us that about 2 thousand 

years ago there was a dinner thrown in honour of Jesus ----- and this one 

woman ---Mary was her name ----- did this beautiful thing and poured 

expensive perfume on the feet of the guest and then wiped those same feet 

with her hair --- and the whole house was filed with the fragrance of the 

perfume. 

 

That’s what happened in the Gospel today. 

 

Listen to the first 3 verses from John 12 today ---- 
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“Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ 

honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table 

with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; 

she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house 

was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”  

 

Isn’t that a beautiful scene. 

 

A dinner is being hosted in honor of Christ. 

 

 And one of the hosts gets down on her hands and knees and in an act of 

extravagance --- and beauty and intimate love ------ is overwhelmed by Jesus 

----- and so she pulls out half a liter of expensive perfume ---- worth a whole 

year’s wages ----- and washes His feet and then wipes them with her hair. 

 

Dwell in the beauty of that for a moment.  

 

That’s a heart oriented to the good ----- to the Gospel. 

That’s a heart overwhelmed by God’s goodness in Jesus Christ. 

That’s a heart all about glorifying God. 

 

What are we overwhelmed by? 

 

To what level of extravagance are we willing to go for God? 

 

Overwhelm us --- all of us God ---- in your goodness. 

 

To God be the glory --- now and forever. 

 

Amen. 


