
 
St. Andrew’s Weekly Newsletter #32 

November 19th, 2020 
 
As we prepare for worship this coming Sunday…… 
The scripture texts will be:  Psalm 19:1-10,  Matthew14:13-36.  The 
sermon title will be:  “Walking On Water With Jesus” 
 
Are We Still Open For In-Person Sunday Services?  The answer is yes.  
We are still having in-person Sunday services at 10:00 am.  This is still 
acceptable under the current “Orange” protocols given by the Health 
authorities.  Should these change, any change in the status of in-person 
services will be communicated to the congregation by e-mail or by 
checking the announcement on the church office phone.   Live 
streaming of Sunday morning services may be accessed at 10:00 am 
each Sunday using the following link.   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw 
This link may also be used to access archived services or you may find 
them on the church website. 
 
A Message from the Robertson Family: 
To Our St. Andrew’s Family, 
We want to thank you for all of your prayers and well-wishes at this 
time. Although we are saddened by the loss, in this life, of our beloved 
father and grandfather Bruce, we rejoice that we will meet again. John 
14:1-3 
Robertsons 
 
 
Thinking of Christmas and the Christmas Hamper Program: 
St. Andrew’s Outreach needs your help again this year. Halloween is 
only just over but we are already preparing for Christmas hampers.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw


Rather than an angel tree this year, we are encouraging people to buy 
gifts for children of specific ages…. 

• Girl or boy 1 – 3 

• Girl or boy 4 – 10 

• Girl or boy 11 – 13 

• Gift cards for teens (we are suggesting $25 amounts) 

Financial donations are also helpful.  They allow us to purchase some of 
the food for the Christmas hampers or gift cards for the older children 
and teens. For sure though we are most in need of toys and gifts for 
children under 13.  
 
Gifts can be dropped off at the church on Sundays or someone will 
answer the door between 10 and 3 Wednesdays, Thursdays, or Fridays. 
Please get the items to us as soon as possible – December 4th at the 
latest.  
 
The holidays will be different for all of us this year.  We hope the 
hampers will bring some hope and joy to our community.   Please call 
me with any questions…Sheila (Missions Chair)  
 
How to Support the Christmas Hamper Program Financially 
This has been a year of heightened anxiety, especially for the less 
fortunate.   St. Andrew’s will be preparing and distributing over 200 
Christmas Hampers to those in need.   This is a request for financial 
assistance as we continue to bear witness to Christ’s love. 
Here are some ways you can act on your support. 

• By e-Transfer.  If you use online banking, log into your account 

and click on “e-Transfer”.  Add “St. Andrew’s” as a recipient using 

our email address standrewswhitby@bellnet.ca.  In the e-

Transfer message line you can type “Hampers”.  Enter the desired 

amount and click on “send”   

mailto:standrewswhitby@bellnet.ca


• By mailing a cheque to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at 209 

Cochrane St. Whitby, ON L1N 5H9.  You can write “Hampers” on 

the cheque memo line. 

• By dropping off a cheque at the church.  If there is no one present, 

there is a mailbox located on the front porch. 

• By designating “Hampers” on the “OTHER” section of your 

offering envelope.  

Please make a decision to join others in maintaining a strong presence 
in our community. 
 Blessings to All, 
The Board of Managers 
 
Our Daily Bread Devotionals – ODB devotionals for Dec/Jan/Feb are 
available in the narthex at the church.  If you would like a copy, please 
contact either the church office (905)668-4022 or Jack H. 
 
Exciting News from “Down Under”:   We are pleased to share the 
happy news about the safe arrival of twin great-grandsons for Elza D.   
Twins Felix and Leo were born this week in New Zealand to Elza’s 
grand-daughter and her husband.  The boys and parents are all doing 
well and so is Great-Grandma Elza! 
 

Reign of Christ Sunday or Christ the King Sunday (Nov.22nd): (taken 
from Telling Time in the Church Year Cycle produced by the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada) 

“What pops into your mind when you hear the word “royalty”? For 

Christians, royalty has a different meaning. The Sovereign Christ let go 

of power and pageantry and redefined royalty in weakness and humility. 

Therefore, God gave him the highest honour and set him to reign over 

all creation.  



Historical Roots of Reign of Christ Sunday: This celebration is a 

relatively recent one, which was established in the Roman Catholic 

Church in 1925. Today, we celebrate it on the last Sunday before 

Advent, and it is a fitting crown to the church year. It is especially 

helpful to Presbyterians, who emphasize that Christ is the only King and 

Head of the Church, the one who both interprets and rules history.  

Finding Meaning in the Tradition:  The Sunday that completes the 

church  year cycle centres on Christ as both  the Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning  and the end (Revelations 22:13). The  Reign of Christ over 

all things is  affirmed, a reign both just and compassionate. To trust in a 

Sovereign Christ is to look for signs of his reign in everything in our 

lives, the big and the small. We learn again and again that our times are 

in his hands. But we also look to the future and his coming glory, which 

turns our attention towards the hope of Advent. “Earthly rulers rise and 

fall, but Christ’s Kingdom has citizens in every era and every land.” 

 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song 
Colossians 1: 15-23     “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.16 For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 
for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything 
he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of[g] your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29487g


faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in 
the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have 
become a servant.” 

We Will Glorify The King of Kings 

 

Thankfulness:   On Thanksgiving Sunday, Rev. Biggs talked about how 
thankful the wedding host was when Jesus turned water into wine.  
Although I am rather partial to red wine, I am even more thankful for 
the new fridge in our church kitchen.  It has been a pleasure to be able 
to fit all the food from “Feed the Need” into an appropriate cooling 
space until we can distribute it. With the increase in clients and the 
additional food that has been coming to us, it has been a struggle to 
prevent spoilage and waste – until now. 
 
Emily’s hard work on the grant applications brought this to fruition. We 
received a grant from the Egg Producers that covered most of the cost 
(“so get crackin’”).  Noel S., John McC, Gary M. and Peter R. prepared 
the space, and we can all be especially thankful for the work of Jean 
McI. and Jane McC. who cleaned the entire kitchen – cupboards, ovens 
and all.   
Give thanks!          (Sheila S, Mission Committee chair) 
 
 

Looking Ahead:    We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion 
on Sunday, December 6th at our 10:00am service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/YuJqXfUbOw8


The Scarlet Rope Devotional: 
 

The apostle Paul reminds us that sin stings and 
results in death. Sin hurts us and those we 
love. We have Ten Commandments that 
instructs us on what to do and what not to do 
and it reminds each and every one of us that 
we are not perfect. We. Are. Sinners.  
 
Despite our failures and falling short that does 
not stop God from loving us. By His grace 
alone, not because we earned it, He gave us 

victory over sin. He grants us salvation and eternal life because of Jesus 
and His work on the cross. All we need to do is to trust and rely on 
Him.  
 
May we repent, not as a means to earn forgiveness, but out of love for 
Jesus Christ. May we rely on Him when we fail time and time again. 
May we have trust and faith in the Lord when we are hopeless and 
alone. May we focus on Jesus’s suffering when we suffer. May we ask 
for spiritual strength when we are weak. May we turn to His wisdom 
when we are confused or at a crossroad.  
 
Sin stings but only for a moment in this temporary world. The Lord’s 
love, grace and mercy heals the sting of sin forever if we trust and rely 
on Him.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.         Justine L. 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope


 
If you have a prayer request that you would like prayer for, please 
forward details to Brian McC..  We will pray for it in our Wednesday 
Prayer and Share ZOOM meeting and in the newsletter if you wish.  If 
you would like to join in the Wednesday prayer session, either on-line 
or by phone, please contact Brian McC. for instructions  



 

Durham Regional Winter 

Coat Program 

Every Friday in November   

   

During St. Andrew’s       

Community Foodbank (Fridays)     

We need your help!!   

We are really short of adult Men’s and Women's gently used coats!    

Please help support this ministry by 
donating any adult or children’s winter 
clothing   

  

You can drop it off to St. Andrew’s Church    
Wednesday or Thursday 10-3pm   

Just ring the back doorbell when you arrive   

Or call the Church office for additional information  

We have given out well over 330 coats already this 
month but the need is greater this year as most other 
regional clothing programs have been cancelled due to 
COVID-19—THANK YOU!    
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