
St. Andrew’s Weekly Newsletter #25 
-September 24th, 2020- 

 

From the Session - As a Session we acknowledge that we have had 
serious disagreements within our congregation.  We recognize the hurt 
people have experienced.  Our goal is to focus on Christian kindness to 
make this church a place where everyone is comfortable worshiping 
God.  Our aim is to reconcile and we will be working on a number of 
initiatives to bring us together.  We would welcome any suggestions or 
comments you might have. 

The Pastor’s Corner:  Good day all. I am looking forward to being with 
you again this Sunday, whether in person or electronically. Since there 
is no singing or moving around, we are trying to think of ways to have 
you feel more involved in the service. Last week we sang a hymn that 
required hand gestures. We clapped along to ‘This is the day’. We had 
the scriptures read by someone who could not attend. We added the 
Lord’s Prayer in unison. We also joined in the choral benediction by 
speaking the words. This week we are reading the Psalm together 
(Psalm 67) responsively. We even added a children’s story even though 
no children were actually present. Most people seem to like the 
children’s story more than the sermon anyway. If you have any other 
ideas, please let me or Brian know.  
 
The sermon this week is “Four frogs on a log”, based on Jesus’ teaching 
in our reading from Matthew 7:1-14. The theme is how people are 
judged and how we judge others.  
 
I have been phoning around in the congregation to those who have not 
been well or are facing some concerns - as well as those who have good 
news. People have been helpful in sending me names but I am sure 
there are more. Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you know 



someone, or you yourself, who would appreciate a visit. As I am only 
working quarter time, I won’t have time to visit everyone, but I will 
have time for all who would like to ‘see’ me. Right now I am visiting by 
phone or by driveway visit, outside to observe social distancing rules.  
 
Lastly, I want to warn you that I will look a little scarier than usual this 
Sunday. I have some sun damage on one side of my face and every 
couple of years the plastic surgeon has to clean it up. I will have a few 
scars and a pretty good black eye, but there is no skin cancer. It just 
looks like Halloween has come a month early.  
 
God bless you and keep you all.  
 
Rev. J. 
 
 
World Wide Communion Sunday – October 4th, 2020:   We look 
forward to celebrating Holy Communion at our in-person service on this 
date.  We will be doing so in a safe manner according to COVID-19 
recommended protocols.  We will be using Fellowship Cups (see below 
for a description) which will be picked up by each individual as they 
enter the sanctuary and will only be handled and disposed of by the 
individual.    
 
Fellowship Cups are portable prefilled Communion juice cups and 
wafers in one convenient set. Each individually wrapped set contains 
one fresh unleavened bread wafer and 100% Concord grape juice blend 
with no artificial sweeteners. Opening the cup is an easy two-step 
process with an outer seal accessing the wafer and an inner seal 
accessing the juice. 
 
 



Keep in touch:   We have said and thought this before, but our journey 
through this pandemic is a marathon, not a sprint.  Keep in touch with 
each other.  Call a friend each day.  Send an e-mail.  Send a card.  If you 
have a friend who does not have a computer and you do……call them 
up after the recording of each weekly service is accessible, bring the 
service up on your computer and hold your phone to your computer 
speaker and play the service so your friend can listen to it. 
 
 

Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song:  Psalm 8 
1 Lord, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory 

    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 

    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 

    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 

    the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 

    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

    human beings that you care for them?[c] 
5 You have made them[d] a little lower than the angels[e] 

    and crowned them[f] with glory and honor. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 

    you put everything under their[g] feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 

    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 

    and the fish in the sea, 

    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 Lord, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
How Great Thou Art 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14017c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14019g
https://youtu.be/48i4l1715uc


 

Birthday Celebrations:   John McC. on September 26th 
        Jennifer G. and Tania McE. on September 27th 
        Doug R. on October 1st 
 
Prayer Requests: 
1)Pray for our children and grand-children and great-grand-children 
who are going back to school in-person or learning on-line at home.  
Pray for the parents who are working from home and supporting their 
children learning from home on-line.  Pray for the teachers and school 
staff.  Pray for the bus drivers.    
 
2)Maureen H. –Please pray for her on-going rehab and convalescence 
following knee-replacement surgery last month. 
 
3)Pray for Justine L. as she leads the “Walking in God’s Grace”  Bible 
Study over the next 8 weeks. 
 
4)Please pray for the McC. family, particularly for Rev. Jim’s sister, Anne 
McK., who is in palliative care now in Ireland.  Keep Anne’s husband 
Roy and children Hazel and Maurice in your prayers, as well as the rest 
of the McC. family who are so far away. 
 
5)Bill A. – please pray for Bill as he continues to recover at home and 
gain back his strength following his heart surgery at St. Michael’s 
hospital a few weeks ago.  Mary’s shoulder is improving gradually as 
well.  They really appreciate the congregation’s support through prayer, 
cards and phone-calls. 
 
6)Esther S.:   We give thanks to God that Esther is experiencing 
considerable relief from pain under the new medication that her doctor 
is prescribing.  Esther’s sister, Ruth has moved into a care facility in 
Kanata and has recently had surgery. Please pray for her recovery.  



 
7)Susan C.:  Violet & David would appreciate and value your prayers for 
their daughter Susan as she awaits surgery on FRIDAY 2nd.October 
2020 at Ajax Hospital. Continued prayer on behalf of Susan and family 
would be appreciated. 
 
8)Julie P.:  Please pray for our church office administrator as she deals 
with vertigo presently, that the symptoms will ease and guide her 
doctors as they treat her. 
 
If you have a prayer request that you would like prayer for, please 
forward details to Brian.  We will pray for it in our Wednesday Prayer 
and Share ZOOM meeting and in the newsletter if you wish.  If you 
would like to join in the Wednesday prayer session, either on-line or by 
phone, please e-mail Brian for instructions. 

 
A Request for Ushers:   As we open up for our Sunday morning service 
each week, we will need a few ushers to assist as usual.  If anyone can   

and would like to help out by ushering, please contact Robert K.   

 
 

                         .  



 

“Creation sings the Father’s 
song; 

He calls the sun to wake the 
dawn 

And run the course of day, 
Till evening comes in 

crimson rays. 
His fingerprints in flakes of 

snow, 
His breath upon this spinning 

globe, 
He charts the eagle’s flight, 

Commands the newborn 
baby’s cry. 

Hallelujah! 
Let all creation stand and 

sing: 
“Hallelujah!” 

Fill the earth with songs of 
worship, 

Tell the wonders of creation’s 
King.” 

by Stuart Townend 

 
 
 



Would you like to participate in our weekly services?    If you would like to 
participate in our worship services by reading scripture, doing the 
welcome/announcements either live in-person or being recorded at home 
(for those who are not attending in person), please contact Brian. 
 

 
           We need your help:     If there is anyone who is computer savvy and has an 

interested in audio-visual recording, please contact Brian McC..  He is 
looking for some volunteers to work with him (actually hold his hand) as we 
explore recording and live-streaming our services.  Even if you are only 
willing to operate the video camera on Sunday mornings, that would be 
much appreciated!    

 
 


