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Suspension of In-Person Services – Session has made a difficult 
decision to temporarily suspend the in-person services at St. Andrew’s 
Whitby. With the recent upgrade of Durham to a COVID red zone, this 
was recognized as a prudent action.  We will continue to record and 
post on-line (virtual services) on our website.  We will closely monitor 
the situation and will plan to return to in-person services when it makes 
sense.  In the meantime, we appreciate and thank you for your financial 
support of the church and hope you continue to’ tune into’ the services 
that are posted each week. 
Gary Mountjoy – Clerk of Session  
 
 
The Pastor’s Corner: 
Greetings St Andrews friends.  
As the old song goes, “the times, they are a-changin’”. After three 
months of having the choice of worshipping in our building or at home 
by computer, Session has taken the step of deciding to stop in-person 
gatherings and worship totally electronically for the time being. The 
rapid growth of COVID cases has pushed us to this decision. I am sad for 
those who might now have no way to worship with us.  
 
I am so grateful for all who toiled to create a system to keep us safe 
while in the building. They also were there week by week to ensure we 
kept to our safety program. It all worked so well. It was a great success. 
Still, with rapidly rising local COVID cases, closing for a while seems wise 
- but still sad.  
 
This Sunday marks the first Sunday in Advent, a time of preparation for 
the blessing of Christmas. It is the first Sunday of the Christian calendar 



year, so Happy New Year! Each of the four Sundays in Advent will focus 
on a different aspect of Christmas. 
  
The first Sunday, November 29, will focus on the ‘why’ more than the 
‘how’ of Christmas. The readings are: 

Psalm 27:1-4,7-14 (responsive reading) 
I Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The title of the sermon is “The Absurdity of Christmas”. When we really 
think about it, the ‘how’ of Christmas does seem quite absurd, but not 
when you look at the ‘why’ of Christmas too! 
 
I hope you can join us electronically on-line to look at this together. The 
instructions are found somewhere else in this newsletter, because you 
can’t trust anything I could say to you about computers.  
 
God bless you all. Keep safe. Hope you can join us Sunday.  Please don’t 
hesitate to give me a call/email.  
Jim Biggs 
 

 
 

Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of our Sunday morning services may be accessed at 10:00 
am each Sunday using the following link.   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw 
This link may also be used to access archived services, or you may find 
them on the church website (under the pull-down menu “About 
Us/Sunday Services”) 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw


Our Daily Bread Advent Devotionals – ODB devotionals (regular and 
large -print) for Dec/Jan/Feb and an Advent Devotional entitled “The 
Peace and Promise of Christmas”- are all available in the narthex at the 
church.  If you would like a copy, please contact either the church office 
(905)668-4022 or Jack H. 
 

The Scarlet Rope Devotional: 
 

 
 

Paul wrote his letter to the church in Corinth to guide and encourage 
the people during a time of division, confusion, varying beliefs and 
immoral lifestyles. The challenging issues the Corinthians faced are no 
different than what we face in our world today.  
 
Before ending his letter Paul reminded the people to “Be on guard. 
Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong. And do everything 
with love.” (1 Corinthians 16:13-14) May we seek comfort in God’s 
Word and most importantly understand who God is: loving, our teacher 
and author of our salvation.  
 
Thank You Lord for Your lessons and for Your Word. You are our rock, 
our refuge and our salvation. In trying times, You are there guiding us 



and teaching us when we fall short. Reveal to us our faults and 
wrongdoing. Show us how we can be more Christ-like in times of trial.  
 
We are undeserving yet Your love for us is unconditional. You warn us 
to stand on guard for division and pride. You remind us to stand firm in 
the Good News that Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose again 
on the third day. By the power of the Holy Spirit, You grant us the 
courage and strength to endure adversity. Because of Your unfailing 
love for us, so we too must love others.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.   Justine L. 
 
 

A Special Thank-You!      A special thank-you to our Christmas 
Decorating Elves who decorated the sanctuary for us this week.  You 
will see some of their handiwork in our streamed services each Sunday 
through Advent and Christmas.    
 
 
Thinking of Christmas: 
St. Andrew’s Outreach needs your help again this year. Halloween is 
only just over but we are already preparing for Christmas hampers.  
Rather than an angel tree this year, we are encouraging people to buy 
gifts for children of specific ages…. 

• Girl or boy 1 – 3 

• Girl or boy 4 – 10 

• Girl or boy 11 – 13 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope


• Gift cards for teens (we are suggesting $25 amounts) 

Financial donations are also helpful.  They allow us to purchase some of 
the food for the Christmas hampers or gift cards for the older children 
and teens. For sure though we are most in need of toys and gifts for 
children under 13.  
 
Gifts can be dropped off at the church on Sundays or someone will 
answer the door between 10 and 3 Wednesdays, Thursdays, or Fridays. 
Please get the items to us as soon as possible – December 4th at the 
latest.  
 
The holidays will be different for all of us this year.  We hope the 
hampers will bring some hope and joy to our community.   Please call 
me with any questions…Sheila (Missions Chair) 905-244-1816 
 
 

How to Support the Christmas Hamper Program Financially” 
This has been a year of heightened anxiety, especially for the less 
fortunate.   St. Andrew’s will be preparing and distributing over 200 
Christmas Hampers to those in need.   This is a request for financial 
assistance as we continue to bear witness to Christ’s love. 
Here are some ways you can act on your support. 

• By e-Transfer.  If you use online banking, log into your account 

and click on “e-Transfer”.  Add “St. Andrew’s” as a recipient using 

our email address standrewswhitby@bellnet.ca.  In the e-

Transfer message line you can type “Hampers”.  Enter the desired 

amount and click on “send”   

• By mailing a cheque to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at 209 

Cochrane St. Whitby, ON L1N 5H9.  You can write “Hampers” on 

the cheque memo line. 

mailto:standrewswhitby@bellnet.ca


• By dropping off a cheque at the church.  If there is no one present, 

there is a mailbox located on the front porch. 

• By designating “Hampers” on the “OTHER” section of your 

offering envelope.  

Please make a decision to join others in maintaining a strong presence 
in our community. 
Blessings to All, 
The Board of Managers 
 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.   John 1: 1-51 

Light of the World by Lauren Daigle 
 
 
 
Birthday Celebrations:   A very happy birthday shout-out to …. 
Vicki S. -  on November 30th 
Dorothea J. – on December 1st 
Nathaniel W. – on December 1st  
 
 
Wedding   Anniversary Celebration:  We extend congratulations and 
best wishes to Joan McL. and Tom P. who were married at St. Andrew’s 
12 years ago on November 29th! 
 
 

https://youtu.be/dCRunZGYBi4


Rev. Tori Smits Advent Devotional for all: 
“Starting on Sunday, November 29, 2020 this simply laid out devotional 
guide will help you begin your journey to Bethlehem. Over the four 
weeks of Advent, you will read wonder-filled stories from scripture that 
will have you walking with the prophet Isaiah, Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds and the Magi, until you finally reach Bethlehem. There, on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day you will hear the story of the birth of 
Jesus and gather with those you have been walking with to witness this 
special gift of God.  

Inside this little resource you will find an introduction to Advent along 
with weekly themes, daily bible readings and stories, wondering 
questions for reflection, and short prayers.  

On the Way to Bethlehem has been written to be used by all ages. You 
have the choice to follow the daily scripture readings, or to read a 
weekly selection of stories from the Spark Story Bible for families with 
younger children. Or you could choose to read both alongside each 
other.   This devotional booklet can be downloaded for personal use, or 
can be downloaded, photocopied and distributed to the members of 
your congregation. Please feel free to use it either way.”– Rev.Tori Smit 

On the Way to Bethlehem pdf 
 

Some additional Advent/Christmas family activities: 
1)How to make and use an Advent wreath: 

How to make and Advent Wreath 
 
 
2)Jesse Tree Devotional for Families: 
 

Jesse Tree: God's Big Advent Story pdf 
 

God's Big Advent Story ornaments pdf 

http://www.cnob.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Advent-Devotional-Boobklet-2020.pdf
http://www.cnob.org/?p=1923
https://network.crcna.org/sites/default/files/documents/Jesse_Tree_Gods_Big_Advent_Story.pdf
https://network.crcna.org/sites/default/files/documents/Jesse_Tree_Gods_Big_Advent_Story%20-%20Ornaments.pdf


 
 
 



 

 

Advent Liturgies from Presbyterian World Service and Development agency” 
 
Each week in our on-line advent services, we will be using advent candle lighting liturgies 
prepared by PWS &D.  On the flip side of these liturgies is a description of the work that the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada is doing through PWS &D.  Below is Advent I. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


