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Thanks from Session: 

The Session would like to THANK all the workers and volunteers that 
make the St. Andrew's Outreach Mission and Food Bank happen. We 
would like to especially thank Emily F., Sheila S. and Julia W. and her 
family for all their efforts supporting this endeavour. We really 
appreciate their dedication and hard work and acknowledge that it has 
been especially difficult during these COVID-19 pandemic times. ''We 
are constantly praying for you and the community that you are 
serving.'' 
 
Session would also like to acknowledge all the others that support the 
church. In particular: Brian McC. for his dedication and support.  His 
creation of the Weekly Newsletter and the implementation of the 
recording and streaming of the worship service has helped to keep us 
connected.   The Robertson family for their faithfulness with the 
operation of the audio video system and Peter R. for his support as 
Treasurer and Chair of the Board.  "He may appear silent, but he is 
always there." God bless them all. 
Clerk of Session - Gary M. 
 
 

The Pastor’s Corner: 
Greetings all! 
It is hard to believe December is already here.  It feels like it was 
Thanksgiving just a few weeks ago. As we all prepare for the strangest 
Christmas in recent memory, we can still get excited about Jesus’ birth 
and His life and why this is so important to us and our hurting world. 
This Sunday we will look at Christmas through the eyes of Jesus’ cousin, 
John the Baptist. John knew the story well, but when he appeared to be 
in grave danger, he just wanted to be sure - so he sent a friend to Jesus 



with the message “Are you the one we have been waiting for?”  Tune 
in to the service on Sunday to hear Jesus’ answer.  Spoiler Alert - Jesus 
didn’t answer the question, but John was happy with the response.  

The sermon title is ‘Are you the one?’ 
Scripture readings are Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 11:2-11. 

I hope to see you all on Sunday.  
Blessings! 
Jim Biggs 

 

Second Sunday In Advent:    This coming Sunday, December 6th, we 

will celebrate Holy Communion.  Before you join us on-line for the 

service on Sunday, have a small glass of juice and piece of bread as we 

celebrate communion together. 

 

Our Weekly On-line Services: 

Streaming of our Sunday morning on-line services may be accessed at 

10:00 am each Sunday using the following link.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw 

This link may also be used to access archived services, or you may find 

them on the church website (under the pull-down menu “About 

Us/Sunday Services”) 

 

We extend our sympathies….. 

• To Maureen O’N., whose brother Walter passed away in Northern 
Ireland on November 20th. 

• To Nonie H., whose sister Marjorie passed away today.  Nonie and 
Jack thank everyone for their prayers for Marjorie and their 
support over the past weeks. 
 

St. Andrew’s Christmas Connection “Event”:   Christmas 2020 is 

around the corner.  As a congregation, we have had no or very little 

opportunities to see each other.  So, we are going to try and create a 

virtual “event” which will allow the us to “connect” with each other this 

Christmas.  An event to share in the enjoyment of the music and 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw


traditions of the season and an opportunity to see each other and share 

Christmas greetings.    

 

The “event” will be posted on-line and we need you to participate in this 

virtual “event”.  We encourage you to participate by doing one of the 

following 

• e-mail in your favourite Christmas carol 

• make a short video of you/your family talking about a favorite 
Christmas Carol (maybe even singing a verse) or Christmas family 
tradition 

• make a short video of you/your family sending Christmas 
greetings to your brothers and sisters in Christ in the congregation 

• If making a video is difficult for you, e-mail a short message that 
you want to share, and we will read it  

Instructions: 

1)Videos should be no longer than 3 minutes in length.  If your e-mail 

can’t send the video because it is too large, shorten your video. 

 

2)Videos taken on a smartphone will work just fine.  We recommend 

that you hold your phone/camera horizontally to take your videos. 

When making your video, try and minimize background noises. 

 

3)In any videos made, only use first names.  Do not use your surnames. 

The “event” will be accessible on-line to the congregation just before 

Christmas via a private, personal link which will be e-mailed to you at a 

later date. 

 

3)Send in your submissions to Brian McC. at  

Send your submissions as soon as you can, with a deadline for 

submissions of December 14th. 

 

We hope that you will participate in this “event” as we share the 

Christmas spirit in our congregational family. 

 



Did you know? 

Psalm 72:8 – He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth. (KJV) 
 
Back in 1866, when the founding fathers of Confederation were 
discussing naming Canada, Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley was reading the 
Bible one morning. While reading Psalm 72, he was inspired by the 
words of today's verse. His suggestion that the new nation be named 
"The Dominion of Canada" was accepted. 
 
Engraved on the walls and appearing in the stained-glass windows of 
the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa, Ontario, are at least 25 Scripture 
verses. Over each of the arched exterior windows of the Peace Tower, 
the following Scriptures from the King James Version are inscribed: 

• Over the east window: "He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea." (Psalm 72:8) 

• Over the south window: "Give the King thy judgments, O God, and 
thy righteousness unto the King's son." (Psalm 72:1) 

• Over the west window: "Where there is no vision, the people 
perish." (Proverbs 29:18) 

The largest bell [in the carillon] is the one that is heard ringing in the 
new hour. Of particular interest is that on this largest bell [is] inscribed 
… the Scripture verse announcing the birth of Jesus Christ to the 
shepherds, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
to men" (Luke 2:14). While politically correct thinking occasionally 
attempts to dilute the true meaning of Christmas, every hour of every 
day there is a reminder of the angelic message proclaiming the 
Messiah's birth.                                   (taken from PresbyCan Devotions) 
 

 
 



The Scarlet Rope Devotional: 
 

 

Last week I noticed that the sky became darker earlier, the temperature 
was cooler, and rain trickled down over our recent snowfall. The season 
is changing.  
 
The Holy Spirit has guided me back to the Old Testament and to the 
beginning of Genesis when God’s people became corrupt and filled 
with violence except for Noah. The Lord’s heart was broken as the 
people continued to choose sin over Him. So, God decided to flood the 
earth and destroy all living things except for Noah’s family and the 
animals that were chosen. After the flood, Noah set up an altar and 
sacrificed burnt offerings to the Lord and the Lord replied, “As long as 
the earth remains, there will be planting and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night” (Genesis 8:22). 
 
As our season changes and transitions to winter may we be reminded 
of God’s love for us especially as we move into the season of Advent. 
The Lord made a new covenant that Christ would be the ultimate 
sacrifice of blood shed for our sins (Luke 22:20). This week may we 
dwell in the hope of Christ’s birth, God’s promises to us and most of all 
His love for us.  



 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.         Justine L. 
 
 
 
 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 

Isaiah 11:1-10         The Branch From Jesse 

11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17891a


    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; 
the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

Lo How A Rose E'er Blooming 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrations:  Lynne S., on December 9th 

                                          Mary A. on December 7th 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/mz2H1VE7maU


 

Advent Liturgies from Presbyterian World Service and Development agency” 

 

Each week in our on-line advent services, we will be using advent candle lighting liturgies 

prepared by PWS &D.  On the flip side of these liturgies is a description of the work that the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada is doing through PWS &D.  Below is Advent II. 
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