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The Pastor’s Corner 
Good day all.  
On this coming third Sunday in Advent, we will focus on how we 
celebrate Christmas. We all know that ‘Jesus is the reason for the 
season’, but many don’t think much about Jesus and many don’t 
celebrate His coming into this world. Still, so many celebrate Christmas 
in some way. Even our next-door neighbours, who are Muslim, put up 
Christmas lights. When I asked them why, they told me that Christmas 
is a very important celebration in Canada and they want to be a part of 
it. Lovely family.  
 
The sermon title reflects what many people think about Christmas: 
“Jesus, Santa, Snoopy, the Grinch and Scrooge”. This message is 
completely family friendly. After all, I love Santa too! 
 
The Scripture readings are Psalm 19:1-4,7-10,14 and Luke 2:8:20 
I hope you can join us virtually for the service. Instructions are in this 
newsletter 
God bless! 
Jim Biggs 
 
Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of our Sunday morning on-line services may be accessed at 
10:00 am each Sunday using the following link.   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw 
This link may also be used to access archived services, or you may find 
them on the church website (under the pull-down menu “About 
Us/Sunday Services”) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw


Newsflash:  The source of the sound issues which you experienced on 
some parts of last week’s service livestream have been corrected.  
We’re good to go this Sunday!  Apologies for last week.  We are in our 
infancy with streaming. 
 
 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 
-from The One Year Book of Hymns 
 
Around the turn of the century every Christmas at Fisk University began 
with song.  The Jubilee Singers, a nationally known choir based at the 
Nashville school, got up at five o’clock in the morning to stroll the 
campus singing Christmas songs.  Among their favorites was an old 
spiritual, Go Tell It On the Mountain. 
 
The chorus had been around for generations, but John Work added the 
stanzas.  Work had graduated from Fisk and returned to teach Latin 
and Greek there and to arrange music for the Jubilee Singers.  Along 
with his brother Frederick, he was a major force in the collecting and 
arranging of American spirituals. 
 
The chorus is reminiscent of Isaiah 40:9 – “You who bring good tidings 
to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who bring good tidings to 
Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say 
to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’. 
 

How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 
    who bring good tidings, 
    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 
    “Your God reigns!” 



 
The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 

    in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth will see 

    the salvation of our God.   Isaiah 52:7,10 
 

Go Tell It On The Mountain 
 
 

 

St. Andrew’s Christmas Connection “Event”:   Christmas 2020 is 
around the corner.  As a congregation, we have had no or little 
opportunities to see each other.  So, we are going to try and create a 
virtual “event” which will allow us to “connect” with each other this 
Christmas.  An event to share in the enjoyment of the music and 
traditions of the season and an opportunity to see each other and 
share Christmas greetings.   WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR 
PARTICIPATION. 
 
The “event” will be posted on-line, and we need you to participate in 
this virtual “event”.  We encourage you to participate by doing one of 
the following 

• e-mail in your favourite Christmas carol 

• make a short video of you/your family talking about a favorite 
Christmas Carol (maybe even singing a verse) or Christmas family 
tradition 

• make a short video of you/your family sending Christmas 
greetings to your brothers and sisters in Christ in the 
congregation 

• If making a video is difficult for you, e-mail a short message that 
you want to share, and we will read it. 

Instructions: 

https://youtu.be/72LE487YZ-U


1)Videos should be no longer than 3 minutes in length.  If your e-mail 
can’t send the video because it is too large, shorten your video. 
 
2)Videos taken on a smartphone will work just fine.  We recommend 
that you hold your phone/camera horizontally to take your videos. 
When making your video, try and minimize background noises. 
 
3)In any videos made, only use first names.  Do not use your surnames. 
The “event” will be accessible on-line to the congregation just before 
Christmas via a private, personal link which will be e-mailed to you at a 
later date. 
 
3)Send in your submissions to Brian McC. 
  
Send your submissions as soon as you can, with a deadline for 
submissions of December 14th (this is a “soft” deadline, but don’t tell 
anyone, ok?) 
 
We hope that you will participate in this “event” as we share the 
Christmas spirit in our congregational family. 
 
 

Birthday Celebrations:  Des L. on December 11th 
                                           Noel S. turning 75 on December 11th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Scarlet Rope Devotional 
 

 

It was time for Abram and his nephew Lot to part ways due to conflict 
that arose between their herdsmen. Abram took the initiative to offer 
peace by allowing his nephew to choose any land he wanted even 
though Abram had the right to choose first. Lot chose the most fertile 
land of the Jordan Valley at the cost of living near Sodom, a city known 
for sinning against the Lord.  When Lot departed, the Lord promised 
abundance to Abram by offering him even more land to inhabit his 
many descendants. Abram’s descendants were to be as much as the 
dust of the earth (Generation 13:16).  
 
As we dwell in the Advent week of peace, may we remember Abram’s 
humble offering of peace. When we live the way God wants us to live, 
in His character of compassion, patience, love and forgiveness, He 
promises us more than what we could ever imagine. Jesus. Salvation. 
Forgiveness. Grace.  
 



Despite uncertainty, our challenges and suffering, may the Lord instill 
peace in your hearts knowing that Christ fought the battle over evil and 
won all for us. May we have peace, awe and wonder as we prepare to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.        Justine  
 
 

Share The Balloons of Happiness (author unknown) 
 

 
 
 

“A professor gave a balloon to every student, who had to inflate it, 
write their name on it and throw it in the hallway. The professor then 
mixed all the balloons. The students were given 5 minutes to find their 
own balloon. Despite a hectic search, no one found their balloon. At 
that point the professor told the students to take the first balloon that 
they found and hand it to the person whose name was written on it. 
Within 5 minutes everyone had their own balloon.  

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope


 
The professor said to the students: “These balloons are like happiness. 
We will never find it if everyone is looking for their own. But if we care 
about other people's happiness....we'll find ours too."  
 

Happy Holidays!  Be there for others during this rough time, and you 
will be surprised by the positive outcome.” 
 
 

A Worship Minute…. 
-from The Cradle to the Cross by Jeff Doles 
A manger is not enough, though, not even one that holds the Bread of 
Life.  It is only a beginning.  The fulfillment lies in another wooden 
fixture.  Looming in the midnight shadows of the manger, there is the 
figure of the Cross.  Like the manger, the Cross is a wooden structure 
large enough to hold the Bread of Life. 
 
The manger is a symbol of joy, but it is a very peculiar joy.  For even as 
we celebrate Christmas, we know that the day of Crucifixion is also at 
hand.  But it was for the joy that was set before Him, the Bible says that 
Jesus endured the Cross, despising the shame (Hebrews 12:2).  He 
pursued that joy from the manger all the way to the Cross.   
 
As we consider the Babe in the manger, it is difficult for us to imagine 
the hands and feet of this tiny infant being driven through with large 
spikes and nailed against the rough-hewn timbers of the Cross.  Yet, it 
was exactly that for which they were destined.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Liturgies from Presbyterian World Service and Development 
agency” 

 
Each week in our on-line advent services, we will be using advent 
candle lighting liturgies prepared by PWS &D.  On the flip side of these 
liturgies is a description of the work that the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada is doing through PWS &D.  Below is Advent III. 
 
 



 


