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The Pastor’s Corner: 
Greetings again to all of you.  
 
This has been a hard year in so many ways. The devastation of COVID-
19 on so many lives and families are foremost. How it hits our economy 
and how we relate to each other are also dramatic challenges. That we 
have not been able to worship or be together much of the time has had 
a drastic effect on our congregational life and sense of community. All 
of this follows a difficult period in the congregation’s life where there 
has been significant conflict and the departure of your minister. COVID-
19 has made it so difficult to deal with all this and come to some 
reconciliation before we can even dream of moving forward into the 
future and having a new minister. Indeed, it has been a hard year. I am 
sure you can add some of your own thoughts about 2020.  
 
The scripture this week is Jesus’ teachings on the Beatitudes from 
Matthew 5:1-16. This is a series of sayings that begin  “Blessed are....”.  
One translates it as  “Oh the joy of....”.  Either way, we could all use a 
big dose of blessing and joy in our lives, our church, our world. The 
sermon title is “Faith when it is hard”.  
 
I hope you can join us virtually Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. or when it 
is more convenient for you. The instructions are elsewhere in the 
newsletter.  
 
God bless you and keep you safe in His love.  
Jim Biggs 
 
 

 
 
 



Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this Sunday morning’s on-line service (Jan. 17th) at 10:00 
am using the following link. 

https://youtu.be/4TPzzBAwtIc 
You may access archived services on the church website (under the 
pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-
us.org 
 
A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song 
A Psalm of David. “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth of 
babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 
you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the 
heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. ...  Psalm 8:1-9 

How Great Thou Art 

The Scarlet Rope Devotional: 

 

For the first time ever, I have decided to choose a word and Scripture 
verse to guide me throughout 2021 and I chose the word: GRACE. Last 
year I have had the privilege to lead two Bible Studies on God’s grace 

https://youtu.be/4TPzzBAwtIc
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
https://youtu.be/SNWudwaJNb8


and I still feel that I have barely scratched the surface on learning about 
the gift of God’s grace. Throughout these studies I am reminded that 
although I am undeserving and I did not earn it, God saved me by faith, 
unconditional love, forgiveness and salvation. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, I shall continue to dwell on the word GRACE and the bible verse 
from Ephesians 2:8 as I journey on into 2021. 

Perhaps you too would like to choose a word and Scripture verse as we 
venture on in a time of uncertainty, challenge and change. I pray that 
the Lord will be with you and guide you as you discern. 
 
Will you share your word and bible verse with me, a family member or 
a friend in our church? I would love to hear it, through an email, a 
phone call, or on social media. 
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine   
 

 

 
 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope


Keep in touch:  As we are back in “lock-down” again; keeping in touch 
with each other becomes very important again.   Use whatever means 
you have available to you to reach out and connect with your friends in 
the congregation:  phone-calls, e-mails,  Facetime, Google Meets, 
Zoom.  Arrange a virtual coffee get-together with a few of your friends 
on Zoom or Google Meets or on a phone-call if you can.  Send a card to 
a friend saying how much you miss them.   We often said back last 
spring, that this journey was going to be a marathon, not a sprint.  Hang 
in there.  With the vaccine roll-out ramping up, we will soon be in the 
home-stretch.  Take care and remember our God reigns. 
 

 
 
 
Egg Cartons Needed!   St. Andrew’s Food Bank program needs your egg 
cartons.  During the pandemic the Egg Producers of Ontario 
organization has come alongside foodbanks in Ontario, donating fresh 
eggs for distribution.  St. Andrew’s receives 15 dozen eggs each week 
through this program.  The eggs are then distributed in half-dozen 
amounts to our foodbank clients.  Egg cartons are needed for this 
process each week.  If you would please save your egg cartons and drop 
them off at the church (as you are able) on Wednesday, Thursday or 
Friday during the day, this would be very much appreciated.   So, let’s 
all get cracking!  



 
Here is a thank you picture with Emily and Sheila, that was sent to the Durham 
Regional egg farmers and Durham Regional Dairy farmers who sponsored (paid 
for) our new fridge (in picture), along with one for Back Door Mission in Oshawa. 

 
 

Here is a another thank-you picture, thanking the Whitby Fire & Emergency 
services who made a donation to support the work of our foodbank/outreach 
program.  

 

 



 
 
If you have a prayer request, please forward details to Brian.  We will 
pray for it in our Wednesday Prayer ZOOM meeting and in the 
newsletter if you wish.   
 
Happy Birthday congratulations to…. 
Martin B on January 11th 
Jack M on January 13th 
Ryan B on January 15th 
Hanné B on January 16th 
Tammy M on January 18th 
Noah L on January 19th 
 
 
The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 
children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 
 
1)Song for the Week:    I AM A C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N 
 

2)Resource for Children and Families:    Check out Virtual Sunday 

School on  YouTube.    This Channel was developed during COVID-10 to 

help engage children in families who cannot attend church physically. 

The library offers videos ranging from five minutes to 40 minutes. The 

videos include games, crafts, stories, songs, challenges, and a whole lot 

of fun.   Here is a sample. 

 
Lost and Found:  The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/YH_mhPX7C5k
https://youtu.be/D67n_NjdRLM


 


