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The Pastor’s Corner:  

Hello St Andrew’s friends.   

  

This is a bittersweet time for me as I finish my time with you. Last 

summer you were looking for a half-time (or more) ministry, but no one 

was available. I had said I could only do quarter time, but I was the only 

one available. In conversations with Session and your Interim  

Moderator I made it clear that I would step aside if someone with more 

time to give became available. In Rev. Nick you now not only have 

someone who can give you much more time, he also comes trained in 

helping congregations move from where they are to where they could 

be as they move forward in Christ’s service. His task is called an 

intentional interim ministry.   

  

I have served in East Toronto Presbytery for many years with Nick. I 

have enjoyed and appreciated his care, his wisdom and his strength of 

character. His strong and warm faith always stood out. You will grow to 

love and appreciate him too. My prayers are with you all as you begin 

this new chapter of ministry.   

  

While I am genuinely pleased Nick is coming, I know I will also miss 

being with you. COVID-19 has certainly curbed our ability to get to 

know each other but I have made new friends at St Andrew’s and I am 

also sad to be departing. Rest assured that I will continue to pray for 

you all. May God bless you richly with faith, peace and harmony as you 

move forward.   

  

The sermon this week is “The Gospel of the second chance”. We will 

look at the second chances Jesus gave to Peter and then the second 



chances God gives to us. The scriptures are Matthew 26:69-75 and then 

John 21:1-19. I hope you can join us virtually.   

  

God bless you all! Jim 

Biggs  
  

Heart-felt Thanks to Rev. Jim B.:  

On behalf of Session and the congregation of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian  

Church in Whitby I wanted to thank Rev. Jim B..  This Sunday, January  

31st, will be his last regular service with us.  Rev. Jim came to us in 

September 2020 to serve St. Andrew’s part time, and he did it well.  We 

had in-person services till the end of November, and then we went to 

virtual services because of COVID.  We all have appreciated his 

thoughtful and uplifting services, including his sermons and his 

children’s stories.  The Rev. Nick will begin as our new interim minister 

on February 1st, but we all want to wish Rev. Jim a heartfelt “thankyou” 

and wish him all the best in the future.  

Gary M. – Clerk of Session  

  

  

Our Weekly On-line Services:  

Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (January 

31st) may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.     

  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   

  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu  
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org  
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Introduction to the Rev. Nick:  By now, most of you will have received 

items introducing Rev. Nick.  If you have missed the introduction video, 

you can access it on the church website main page. (www.worshipwith-

us.org )   Rev. Nick begins his ministry at St. Andrew’s on February 1st 

and will lead us in worship for the first time on Sunday, February 7th, as 

we celebrate communion.  Welcome, Rev. Nick.  

  

Holy Communion:    On Sunday, February 7th, we will celebrate the 

sacrament of Holy Communion during our morning service.   
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.    Luke 
22:9-10  

  

Save the Date:   We will be holding our Congregational Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, February 14th.   The meeting will be on-line via ZOOM.  You 
will receive an electronic copy of the Annual Report next week, as well 
as instructions on how to login to the meeting on February 14th.  

The Scarlet Rope Devotional:       
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As Jacob was nearing his physical death, he blessed his son Joseph, the 

son he thought he would never see again. His life went from deceipt — 

stealing his brother’s birthright and blessing— to true remorse and 

humbleness.  Even though he did not deserve it, Jacob was blessed, and 

God kept His promises to him.  Jacob’s faith in God reminds us that God 

never left him, and He has not left us. God has been his shepherd all his 

life and the Angel who redeemed him from all harm (Genesis 48: 1516).  

  

May we see all the blessings God has given us from birth to this very 

day. May we seek forgiveness for our wrongdoings.  May we forgive 

others who have hurt us.  May our faith in God strengthen and may our 

relationship with Him deepen and grow.   

  

May the Lord’s peace be with you.  All glory be to God and may we 

thank Him for His loving grace.  

  

More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on:  

Blog: www.thescarletrope.com   

Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog  

Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope   

  

To God be the glory.     Justine L. 

Email: thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com  

  

  

January Reflection from the Moderator:  

(from the Rev. Amanda Currie, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in  

Canada)  

A Message from our Moderator  

  

  

The Getty Family Hymn Sing-along from Northern Ireland:  

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
https://presbyterian.ca/2021/01/26/moderator-reflection/
https://presbyterian.ca/2021/01/26/moderator-reflection/


Take a few minutes and enjoy the Getty Family sing-along.  You will be 

glad you did.  

Getty Family Hymn Sing  

  

  

Save Your Egg Cartons!   Thanks to those who have responded to the 

all-call for egg cartons.   This helps each week as St. Andrew’s Food 

Bank distributes 15 dozen eggs, donated by the Egg Producers of 

Ontario. So, save your egg cartons and drop them off at the church (as 

you are able) on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday during the day; this 

would be very much appreciated.    

  

 

    

  

Prayer Requests:  

1)Pray for the roll out of vaccines across Canada and around the world 

that this will go more smoothly and more swiftly.  

  

2)Prayer for Justine Lee:  keep Justine in prayer as she begins her 

Master of Divinity Course Work this month and as she juggles her 

frontline health care work and family.  
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3)Give thanks for the ministry of Rev. B. to St. Andrew’s over the past 

year and for God’s continued blessing of Jim and his wife Linda in the 

future.  

  

4)Pray for our new interim-minister, Rev. Nick, as he begins his ministry 

at St. Andrew’s next week, and our interim-moderator, Rev. A. in his 

ministry at St. Andrew’s Chalmers, Uxbridge.  

  

  

5)Pray for the First Responders (Paramedics/Fire Fighters/Police) during 

the pandemic…..for their stamina, patience, wisdom and personal 

safety.  

  

6)Pray for Emily, Sheila, John, Noel, Amanda, Julia, Robin, Rob and 

many others as they work each week to keep the Foodbank program 

meeting the needs of many in our community.  

  

7)Pray for members of our congregation who are waiting for tests (or 

test results or who are adjusting to new medications to treat health 

conditions.)  

  

8)Pray for safety and stamina for the front-line healthcare workers from 

our congregation including Justine, Wai, Valerie, Sharon, Darlene, 

Cheryl, Nancy, Joan and others.  

  

9)Pray for the residents in the long-term care homes in Ontario and 

their families, especially when COVID-19 surfaces.  

  

Never again….  (by Sheila S.)  

Last week I read an article about International Holocaust Remembrance 

Day – January 26th.  In a pre-pandemic world I would go to the service in 

the Oshawa synagogue.  But what can one do this year?  So I thought 



maybe I would mark the day by telling you about Holocaust 

Remembrance Service at Baycrest where I worked.    

  

The Terraces of Baycrest is a retirement home. (Baycrest also has a 

hospital and a nursing home).  At one time we had the largest number 

of survivors under one roof in North America. Our Rabbi led the 

services and the survivors sat at tables at the front of the room.  They 

each took a turn stating where they had been during the war – Warsaw 

Ghetto, Auschwitz, Bergen Belson - and they lit a candle in 

remembrance of all those who did not survive. At the end of the service 

people rose from their chairs and recited the Kaddish – the mourner’s 

prayer.  

  

One year I was asked to light the candle in remembrance of the 

‘Righteous Gentiles’ – non-Jews who risked their lives to hide and/or 

protect Jewish people.  It was a sobering responsibility.  What would I 

have done in that time and place?  What can I do now that will make a 

difference? How does one fight against the right-wing hate we see 

around us?  

  

I can remember but I also hope that I have the courage to speak up, to 

be informed, to vote carefully, to join hands around a synagogue or 

mosque when a racist tragedy strikes. I hope I have the courage to 

never forget and ensure never again.        

  

  

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song:  

Revelation 5:11-13 - Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders.   In a loud voice they were saying:  
  

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,  



    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength     
and honor and glory and praise!”  

  

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:  

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb     
be praise and honor and glory and power, for 
ever and ever!               

Is He Worthy  

  

  

  

  

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 

activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 

children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 

parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 

1)Song for the Week:          

My God is so Great!  

  

  

2)Resource for Children and Families:   Check out this website which 

contains Bible-based stories using LEGO.  

The Brick Bible for Kids  
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