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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
February 7th Edition 

 
WELCOME REV. NICK!    We extend a warm welcome to the Rev. Dr. 
Nick and his wife Betty, as he begins his ministry at St. Andrew’s this 
week.  Rev. Nick will be leading worship beginning this Sunday and over 
the coming weeks and months you and he will have an opportunity to 
connect with each other. 
 
On Tuesday, February 16th at 7:00 pm, the Presbytery of Pickering will 
designate a Time of Recognition for the Interim Ministry between St. 
Andrew's and the Rev. Dr. via ZOOM. Instructions on how to participate 
will be sent out prior to the meeting.  
 
The Pastor’s Corner: 
I consider it a privilege to be starting my journey with you, the 
members and friends of St Andrew’s. Though we are living through a 
pandemic, I would like to come to know you and to listen for your 
stories, even though right now this may be remotely. If you would like 
to speak with me, you can leave a message with the church office.  
Though physically distant, we need not be distant in spirit, for we are 
bound together as siblings in Christ.  
 
Our lectionary reading this Sunday comes to us from the book of the 
prophet Isaiah: 40: 1-11 & 27-31. “Comfort, O comfort my people says 
your God.”  Isaiah was called to be a prophet during a very difficult time 
for his people. The People of Israel had been conquered by a great 
power known as Babylon. Babylon was an empire, and tiny Israel was 
no match for it, so what hope was there for this tiny land and for these 
few people? Well, when we see no way God finds a way, and so Isaiah 
spoke in the name of God. God said, Isaiah I want you to comfort my 
people, and Isaiah cried, but what should I tell them?  Let us listen for 
the Lord’s word to them and to us. 
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My prayer is that as we come together in worship and move through 
the church year, you will be challenged, encouraged, and deeply 
blessed! Alongside worship my priority is to initiate a process by which 
you share your story with one another and with me, beauty and 
blemishes alike—what this story means for the present and how it 
helps to shape the future productively. 
 
Last but not least, I want to express my thanks to Rev Jim Biggs, who 
came to you at a critical time, not only during COVID, but also as you 
needed a good minister to sustain you. I know he has done that, may 
God continue to bless Jim and his wife Linda richly, and I hope that St 
Andrew’s may enjoy their presence here again.  
 
Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (February 
7th) may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.    
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  

 
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu 
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org 
 
 
Holy Communion:    This Sunday, February 7th, we will celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Communion during our on-line morning service.   
Please have some juice and a piece of bread ready, as we partake of the 
elements together, remembering God’s love for us through Jesus 
Christ. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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Save the Date:   We will be holding our Annual Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, February 14th.   The meeting will be on-line via ZOOM.  You 
will receive an electronic copy of the Annual Report shortly, as well as 
instructions on how to login to the meeting on February 14th.  We 
encourage you to participate in this important annual meeting where 
the congregation makes decisions for the coming year. 

The Scarlet Rope Devotional:      

 

As I end my study in the Book of Genesis, God once again reveals His 
grace through Joseph’s journey.  If we recall, Joseph endured the worst 
of circumstances: he was hated by his own brothers, sold to traders, 
became a slave in Egypt, was imprisoned and was forgotten. I can’t 
imagine how alone and unfair that was for him and the amount of 
suffering and pain he went through. Yet, despite his wrongful 
situations, his faith in the Lord did not change but grew stronger. God 
led Joseph into Egypt, was granted the highest authority next to the 
Pharaoh and saved his family from famine. 
 
Joseph had strong faith in the Lord and firmly believed that God 
intended it all for good. He could have harboured anger and chose not 
to forgive his brothers. Instead, he wept and forgave them out of his 
love for God. 
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We live in a world that is not perfect.  Others will want to intentionally 
or unintentionally hurt us. Today we are trying to survive a pandemic, 
helping children through online schooling, going through change in our 
church.  The list goes on. But God reminds us in Genesis 50: 20 that He 
intends everything for good. 
 
May we dwell on God’s grace and love.  May the Holy Spirit guide us on 
how to love and forgive others.  May Christ strengthen us to endure the 
suffering today. May God continue to reveal to us that there is still joy 
and peace throughout it all.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine L. 
 

 
Save Your Egg Cartons!   Thanks to those who have responded to the 
all-call for egg cartons.   Each week St. Andrew’s Food Bank distributes 
15 dozen eggs, donated by the Egg Producers of Ontario. Save your egg 
cartons and drop them off at the church (as you are able) on 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm; this 
will be very much appreciated.   

 
 

 
A Psalm of Praise:    Written by Dee R. of Sauble Beach, Ontario. 

 
For as long as I can remember, 
God has been a part of my life. 

I will praise Him forever and ever, 
Because He has been so faithful to me. 

My God is forever faithful. 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
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He gives me strength when I am weak, 

He comforts me when I am sad. 
He speaks to me through His Word, 
He rescues me from my sinful ways. 

My God is forever faithful. 
 

He meets my every need, 
My God is great and worthy to be praised. 

There is none like Him, 
As long as I live, I will praise my God. 

My God is forever faithful. 
 

He is the One Who formed me in my mother's womb, 
He is the One Who has called me 

Out of darkness into His marvellous light. 
He is the One Who will never leave me nor forsake me, 

He is the One in Whom I put my trust. 
My God is forever faithful. 

 
My God is full of compassion, 

His mercy endures forever. 
How great and awesome is His love 

For such a one as me. 
My God is forever faithful.

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 
James 1:2-4   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

It Is Well (with my soul) 
 

https://youtu.be/0mlTnbu8hKw
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The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 
children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 
1)Song for the Week:      

I've God Peace Like A River 
 

2)Resource for Children and Families:   Watch the Bible Video using 

the link below called “Love Your Enemies”.  This video is by 

ShareFaithKids Sunday School, a source of Christian family resources.  

Check out their website https://hello.sharefaith.com/sharefaith-kids 

 
Bible Story - Love Your Enemies 

 
 

https://youtu.be/d6085sLXCMs
https://hello.sharefaith.com/sharefaith-kids
https://youtu.be/Jg-LAInVmpA

