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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
February 11th Edition  

  

The Pastor’s Corner:     

Greetings St. Andrew’s friends.  

Having completed my first week as your Interim Minister, I 

want to thank those whom I have met and for the welcome I 

have received.  My special thanks to Brian McC. for patiently 

answering many of my practical questions, and working with me 

on the live stream of the worship service.  

  

This coming Sunday I will join you for the congregational 

meeting which will be held online for the first time via zoom. I 

look forward to at least seeing some more faces and putting 

faces and names together.  

  

Sunday February 14 is the Sunday of the Transfiguration, 

where for a moment of time, Jesus’s closest friends saw him 

in his glory.  
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The passages we will consider are:   

Exodus 19:10-14, 33:17-23, 34:29-35 & Luke 9:21-36  The 

same God who descended upon Mount Sinai as consuming 

fire, has come to be as one of us in Jesus who is the Christ.  

  

Transfiguration Sunday marks the transition between the 

seasons of Epiphany and Lent. This coming Wednesday 

February 17, is Ash Wednesday, when we begin the 40 days of 

the Lenten Season.  

   

  

Ash Wednesday prayer: Loving God, you hate nothing you 

have made, and you forgive our sins. You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

Help us to return to you and to your way, and create in us new 

hearts so that we might love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly.  

Nick Athanasiadis  
  
A Message from Rev. Jim Biggs to St. Andrew’s:     
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“Please convey my sincere thanks to Session and congregation for 
accepting me as your part time minister and treating me so kindly for the 
five months I was there. It was a good experience for me - hopefully for 
you too. I also thank you for the nice gift of the Chapters gift card. I will 
put it to good use. My prayers will continue to be with you as you move 
forward with Rev. Nick. I am sure you will thoroughly enjoy his ministry 
among you. As I say goodbye, I do so with confidence we will see each 
other again.” Blessings.  Jim B.  
  

  
Our Weekly On-line Services:  

Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (February 
14th) may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.     

  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   

  
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu  
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org  
  
  
A special note:   If, when you click on the service link at or around 
10:00am on Sunday mornings, you are not able to connect with the 
service, try clicking the link again.   Keep repeating this procedure until 
you connect.  You will eventually connect.    

  

Congregational News:  

Save the Date:   We will be holding our Annual Congregational Meeting 

this coming Sunday, February 14th.   The meeting will be on-line via 

ZOOM.  You have received an electronic copy of the Annual Report, as 

well as instructions on how to login to the meeting on February 14th.   

We encourage you to participate in this important meeting where the 

congregation makes decisions for the coming year.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
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It’s a Girl!!!   We are happy to announce the safe arrival of a baby girl to  

Laura and Colin T. on Wednesday, February 10th!   Lillian Elizabeth  

Thorne, weighing 8 lbs. 5 oz., is the new baby sister to her brother  

Alexander, new grand-daughter to Bob and Denise B, and great-

granddaughter to Lillian B.  We wish the families all of the rich blessings 

that a newborn child brings.  Praise be to God!  

  
We extend our deepest sympathies…..to Jackie and Geoff on the 
passing of Jackie’s stepdad, John, on Wednesday of this week.  He 
would have been 96 in June.  John was a member at St. Andrew’s and 
he was an elder in the Presbyterian Church.  He was a much loved 
member of the Niven family.  Please keep the family in your prayers at 
this time of loss.  

  

Study and Devotional Resources:  

The Scarlet Rope Devotional:      

  

As I end my study in the Book of Genesis, God once again reveals His 
grace through Joseph’s journey.  If we recall, Joseph endured the worst 
of circumstances: he was hated by his own brothers, sold to traders, 
became a slave in Egypt, was imprisoned and was forgotten. I can’t 
imagine how alone and unfair that was for him and the amount of 
suffering and pain he went through. Yet, despite his wrongful situations, 
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his faith in the Lord did not change but grew stronger. God led Joseph 
into Egypt, was granted the highest authority next to the Pharaoh and 
saved his family from famine.  
  
Joseph had strong faith in the Lord and firmly believed that God 
intended it all for good. He could have harboured anger and chose not 
to forgive his brothers. Instead, he wept and forgave them out of his 
love for God.  
  
We live in a world that is not perfect.  Others will want to intentionally 
or unintentionally hurt us. Today we are trying to survive a pandemic, 
helping children through online schooling, going through change in our 
church.  The list goes on. But God reminds us in Genesis 50: 20 that He 
intends everything for good.  
  
May we dwell on God’s grace and love.  May the Holy Spirit guide us on 
how to love and forgive others.  May Christ strengthen us to endure the 
suffering today. May God continue to reveal to us that there is still joy 
and peace throughout it all.   
  
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on:  

  
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com   

Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog  

Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope   
  
To God be the glory.     Justine   

Email: thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com  
  
  
  
  
As We Journey Through Lent -  “Interactive Lent Gardens”  

Each week through Lent, you will find in the newsletter an Interactive 
Lent Garden.  The purpose of these Gardens is explained by one of their 
creators, the Rev. Tori Smit, below:  
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“These Lent Gardens have been created for you to upload to your 

church’s website, Facebook page and/or circulate through your 

church’s weekly email throughout the season of Lent. It is our hope that 

they will enhance your church's journey through Lent by connecting 

everyone to the scriptures and stories of Jesus and his followers as they 

move toward Jerusalem and the cross. We also hope that the opportunity 

to interact with lots of multi-sensory activities will help all ages 

participate in and experience the stories in new ways. “  

  

Each Lent Garden contains a variety of activities for young and old.  We 
trust that they will be a blessing to you.  Below is an image of what each 
Lent Garden will look like, a description of how to each interactive Lent 
Garden, followed by the link to click on to access the first Lent Garden 
entitled “Ash Wednesday”  
  

  
  
“Enjoy your journey through the Lent Garden each week. Start by 

clicking on the bible on the park bench. With one click you will open up 

a collection of daily bible readings, children’s bible story readings, 

prayers, and questions to think about throughout each week. Once you’ve 

got these devotions at hand, go ahead and click around the rest of the 

garden to discover so much more.  

  

Each of the itty-bitty library boxes behind the park bench (there may be 

one or two to click on each week) unlock one or two video recordings of 

a wonderful bible story read by a church leader for everyone to enjoy. 
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These stories come from the bible story books listed in the weekly 

devotions.  

The hanging flower basket will take you on a weekly adventure of 

garden musings and gardening ideas with Kristine O’Brien, an avid 

gardener and thoughtful minister.  

The guitar leaning against the tree sings out a brand new or much-loved 

hymn or song that will connect you to our weekly bible stories and 

themes. You’ll want to sing along with all of these talented musicians. 

Are you feeling like going for a walk? Click on the wooden door and 

walk into a world of labyrinth visits, reflections and finger labyrinth 

opportunities.  

Is it time to be creative? The garden gnome reveals a simple craft idea 

that makes use of materials that you likely already have at home. And 

when it’s time for something to eat, click on the picnic basket for a new 

recipe or two to try out at home.”  
  

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021  https://bit.ly/3oydAKs  

  

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 
children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 
1)Song for the Week:       

This Little Light of Mine  
  

2)Resource for Children and Families:   go to the interactive Lent 

Garden for a variety of activities.  

  
  
  

  
  

https://bit.ly/3oydAKs
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