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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
February 18th Edition 

 

The Pastor’s Corner:    
Ash Wednesday falls on February 17 this year, and marks the beginning 
of the season of Lent, the 40-day period before Easter.  The period of 
40 days, which, traditionally, does not include Sundays, commemorates 

the “40 days and 40 nights” (Matthew 4:2) that 
Jesus fasted in the desert and then resisted 
temptations from Satan.  

 
OBSERVING LENT 
“The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season of 

penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which 
converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time 
when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from 
the body of the faithful, were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, 
and restored to the fellowship of the Church” (Book of Common Prayer, 
pp. 264-265). 

 
More than any other season of the church year, Lent invites us not only 
to hear the Christian Story, but to live it, allowing our own lives to be 
re-shaped to conform to its pattern. The Story we tell and live during 
Lent is a story of dying and rising, a story of letting go and emptying 
out. It is the story of Christ himself and the mystery at the heart of the 
gospel: before we can be born again, we must first die (cf. Jn 12:24; Mt 
16:25). 
(Living the Story Through Lent, Laura Alary) 
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Our scriptures for this Sunday come from two parallel gospel passages:  
Mark 1: 9-12 and Luke 4: 1-13. They tell of the final episode before 
Jesus launches into his public ministry. He has just been baptized in the 
river Jordan and as he rises from the water, he hears the voice from 
heaven say: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” 
(Lk 3.22). We now witness Jesus sorting out what this might mean and 
so he is led or, as Mark’s gospel has it, he is driven or, as the Greek 
original has it, he is “thrust” into the wilderness. In the barren silence, 
writes Frederick Buechner, Jesus was trying to figure out “what it 
means to be Jesus.” 
 
Remarkably, in this moment of time, we too find ourselves in the 
wilderness, as a world community, as a country, as a congregation, and 
as individuals. It is a time of triage. What will remain and what will go of 
our former life, and what will be brand new? 
 
Nick Athanasiadis 
 
Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (February 
21st) may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.    
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  

 
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu 
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org 
 
 
A special note:   If, when you click on the service link at or around 
10:00am on Sunday mornings, you are not able to connect with the 
service, try clicking the link again.   Keep repeating this procedure until 
you connect.  You will eventually connect.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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Coming Soon!  St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom!: 
On Sunday, February 28th, we will launch a new post-service virtual 
Coffee-Time.  Each week at 11:45am, you will be able to “connect in” 
via ZOOM and have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of 
the congregation.  This will be a great time to connect with others, see 
each other and catch-up with each other.  Further details will be sent 
out in next week’s newsletter on how to join in.   
 

 

Congregational News 
 
Congratulations to Carolyn M:    The Whitby Sports Hall of Fame has 
recently announced that on April 24th, 2021, Carolyn will be inducted 
into the Whitby Sports Hall of Fame in the Builder Category, for her 
years of service and leadership to the sport of Ringette. 

 
Here are some of her accomplishments: 

• Ringette Coach for 25+ years, with teams ranging from the U8 age 
group to the university level 

• 2 Ontario Championships - 2 Ontario Finalists – Ontario Winter 
Games Bronze (2000), Gold (2006) 

• Central Region Ringette Volunteer of the Year and Ringette 
Ontario Community Builder Award (2010)  

We extend our congratulations to Carolyn (and Gary) for her 
accomplishments and this high honour. 
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Study and Devotional Resources 
 

The Scarlet Rope Devotional:     

 

Jesus calls us to repent and believe the Good News. Through God’s 
grace, He willingly gives us the gift of salvation. May we continue to ask 
Jesus to guide and reveal to us the sin of our wrongdoings and idols. 
Repent. He wants our broken hearts not the sum of our good deeds. 
May we continue to firmly believe in the Good News and ask the Holy 
Spirit to strengthen our faith especially during troubling times. Jesus, 
we thank YOU for the joy and peace you bring each of us. Please give us 
the voice to share the Good News with others. Thank YOU Lord for 
YOUR Living Word.  
 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
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To God be the glory.     Justine  
Email: thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
As We Journey Through Lent -  “Interactive Lent Gardens” 
Each week through Lent, you will find in the newsletter an Interactive 
Lent Garden.  The purpose of these Gardens is explained by one of their 
creators, the Rev. Tori Smit, below: 
 

“These Lent Gardens have been created for you to upload to your 

church’s website, Facebook page and/or circulate through your 

church’s weekly email throughout the season of Lent. It is our hope that 

they will enhance your church's journey through Lent by connecting 

everyone to the scriptures and stories of Jesus and his followers as they 

move toward Jerusalem and the cross. We also hope that the opportunity 

to interact with lots of multi-sensory activities will help all ages 

participate in and experience the stories in new ways. “ 
 

Each Lent Garden contains a variety of activities for young and old.  We 
trust that they will be a blessing to you.  Below is an image(which is not 
interactive) of what each Lent Garden will look like, a descriptive guide 
of how to access the various parts of each interactive Lent Garden, 
followed by the link to click on to access the Lent Garden entitled  
“Lent 1” 
 

 

mailto:thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com
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Image of what a Lent Garden looks like 

 
 

Descriptive Guide to a Lent Garden: 

“Enjoy your journey through the Lent Garden each week. Start by 

clicking on the bible on the park bench. With one click you will open up 

a collection of daily bible readings, children’s bible story readings, 

prayers, and questions to think about throughout each week. Once 

you’ve got these devotions at hand, go ahead and click around the rest 

of the garden to discover so much more. 

 

Each of the itty-bitty library boxes behind the park bench (there may be 

one or two to click on each week) unlock one or two video recordings of 

a wonderful bible story read by a church leader for everyone to enjoy. 

These stories come from the bible story books listed in the weekly 

devotions. 

The hanging flower basket will take you on a weekly adventure of 

garden musings and gardening ideas with Kristine O’Brien, an avid 

gardener and thoughtful minister. 

The guitar leaning against the tree sings out a brand new or much-loved 

hymn or song that will connect you to our weekly bible stories and 

themes. You’ll want to sing along with all of these talented musicians. 

Are you feeling like going for a walk? Click on the wooden door and 

walk into a world of labyrinth visits, reflections and finger labyrinth 

opportunities. 
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Is it time to be creative? The garden gnome reveals a simple craft idea 

that makes use of materials that you likely already have at home. 

And when it’s time for something to eat, click on the picnic basket for a 

new recipe or two to try out at home.” 

 

Link 

Lent 1, February 21, 2021  https://bit.ly/3cj3PwV 

 

Create in me a beautiful heart, O God, 
              and put a new and faithful spirit within me. 
                                          —Psalm 51.10 
Take all of who I am, 
the me-ness of me, 
what makes me who I am, 
the special, the unique, 
the brilliant and the unpardonable, 
all I'm so proud of, and so ashamed, 
that I've worked so hard to fashion, 
that I'm still working on, 
what I can't part with 
because there wouldn't be 
anything left of me— 
take it. 
 
Take it. 
I lay it in your hands. 
Gather it into yourself, 
into your dark, generous mystery, 
and in the flame of your creating heart 
burn it. 
 
Then into the dust and ashes 
breathe your breath, 
 

https://bit.ly/3cj3PwV
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and with gratitude 
I will receive 
who rises 
 
when in your grace 
you give me 
me 
anew. 
 
 
Deep Blessings, 
Steve 

__________________ 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
Unfolding Light 
www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 
children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 
1)Song for the Week:      
                                  Love the Lord Your God 

 

2)Resource for Children and Families:   go to the interactive Lent 

Garden for a variety of activities. 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.unfoldinglight.net/
https://youtu.be/vdMIxCdlY-c

