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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
February 25th Edition  

  

The Pastor’s Corner:     

                                                           
http://www.jesuspainter.com/faith-hope-love/  

  

Our gospel passage this coming Sunday is Mark 8: 27-38. You are invited to 
meditate upon it. It is a turning point in the gospel story. While on retreat 
with his disciples, far from the crowds, Jesus asks a key question: “Who do 
you say that I am.” The question elicits Peter’s confession: “You are the 
Christ.”   
  
“Christ,” besides becoming a swear word has become the second name of  

Jesus. But Jesus was not Mr. and Mrs. Christ’s little boy. When Peter called 

Jesus the Christ, he meant that Jesus is the Messiah of Jewish expectation. 

This title—it’s not a name it’s a vocational title—above and beyond any 

other, designated the one who was to bring the liberation of Israel, the 

victory of God over the nations.   
  
But Jesus went on to make clear that for the transformation of the human 

heart, for the establishment of the Messianic reign of peace and justice, for 
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the earth’s transformation into a place of blessedness, all this could only 

come through the cross. This is how history would be fulfilled.   
  
As theologian Paul Tillich cautions, when we say: “Jesus Christ” let us at least 

remind ourselves that Jesus Christ means Jesus who is said to be the Christ. 

Let us ask ourselves and others from time to time whether we can seriously 

agree with Peter’s exclamation, whether we are likewise overwhelmed by 

the mystery of this man.  
  

Nick Athanasiadis  
 

Our Weekly On-line Services:  

Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (February 

28th) may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.     

  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   

  
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu  
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org  
  
  
A special note:   If, when you click on the service link at or around 

10:00am on Sunday mornings, you are not able to connect with the 

service, try clicking the link again.   Keep repeating this procedure until 

you connect.  You will eventually connect.    
  
  
  
  
  

  
Through the Lenten season, we begin each service with the responsive 

liturgy provided by Presbyterian World Service and Development  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
http://www.worship-with-us.org/


  3  

(PWS&D). Through PWS&D we celebrate the work our church is doing to serve 
vulnerable communities around the world. Inspired by God’s promise of abundant 
life, PWS&D envisions a sustainable, compassionate and just world. To learn more:  
https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/  
  
Coming this Sunday!  St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom!:  

This Sunday, February 28th, we will launch our new post-service virtual 

Coffee Time.  Each week at 11:45am, you will be able to “connect in” 

via ZOOM and have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of 

the congregation.  This will be a great time to connect with others, see 

each other and catch-up with each other.  The ZOOM connection 

instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have been 

provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on 

Sunday.  
  
Communion – Sunday, March 7th:    We will celebrate Holy Communion 

on March 7th during our live stream worship at 10:00 am.    As we 

journey through Lent, we remember the words of the prophet:   

  
He was despised and rejected by others;     a 

man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as 

one from whom others hide their faces[b]  

    he was despised, and we held him of no account.  
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities     

and carried our diseases;  

yet we accounted him stricken,  

    struck down by God, and afflicted.  

5 But he was wounded for our 

transgressions,     crushed for our 

iniquities;  

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,     

and by his bruises we are healed.  

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;     

we have all turned to our own way, and 

https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/
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the Lord has laid on him     the 

iniquity of us all.  Isaiah 53:3-6  
  

Daily Bread Devotionals:   The next edition of the Daily Bread 

devotional booklets is now available at the church.  If you would like to 

receive a copy, please contact Jack Hutchinson at   (905)668-4779.  In 

addition, you may also request a copy of The Greatest Love: 10 Easter 

Reflections.   This focusses on Jesus’ sinless life, His atoning death, and 

His glorious victory over sin and the grave through His resurrection.  

  
  

Congregational News  

Study and Devotional Resources  
  

The Scarlet Rope Devotional:      

  

As followers of Christ, we are not immune to troubles such as loss, 

heartache, stress, disappointment, betrayal, and hurt. James reminds 

us that times of trouble are also opportunities of joy.   

  
This is easier said than done. This is why we need Jesus’ help and 

strength to endure. Ask Him what He wants us to learn when we are 

being tested. Most of all give thanks to the Lord our God for never 



  5  

leaving us. He is with us every step of the way. He knows our needs 

even before we speak and ask.   
  
I pray that you will continue to strengthen in your faith during troubled 

times. May your relationship with our Sovereign God deepen and grow. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.   
  
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on:  

  
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com   

Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog  

Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope   
  
To God be the glory.     Justine L.        
  
  
As We Journey Through Lent -  “Interactive Lent Gardens”  

Each week through Lent, you will find in the newsletter an Interactive 

Lent Garden.  Each Lent Garden contains a variety of activities for 

young and old.  We trust that they will be a blessing to you.  Below is an 

image(which is not interactive) of what each Lent Garden will look like, 

a descriptive guide of how to access the various parts of each  
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Lent Garden entitled “Lent 2”  

Image of what a Lent Garden looks like  

  

Descriptive Guide to a Lent Garden:  

“Enjoy your journey through the Lent Garden each week. Start by 

clicking on the bible on the park bench. With one click you will open up 

a collection of daily bible readings, children’s bible story readings, 

prayers, and questions to think about throughout each week. Once 

you’ve got these devotions at hand, go ahead and click around the rest 

of the garden to discover so much more.  
  

Each of the itty-bitty library boxes behind the park bench (there may be 

one or two to click on each week) unlock one or two video recordings of 

a wonderful bible story read by a church leader for everyone to enjoy. 

These stories come from the bible story books listed in the weekly 

devotions.  

The hanging flower basket will take you on a weekly adventure of 

garden musings and gardening ideas with Kristine O’Brien, an avid 

gardener and thoughtful minister.  

The guitar leaning against the tree sings out a brand new or much-loved 

hymn or song that will connect you to our weekly bible stories and 

themes. You’ll want to sing along with all of these talented musicians. 

Are you feeling like going for a walk? Click on the wooden door and 

interactive Lent Garden,  followed by the link to click on to access the  
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walk into a world of labyrinth visits, reflections and finger labyrinth 

opportunities.  

Is it time to be creative? The garden gnome reveals a simple craft idea 

that makes use of materials that you likely already have at home. And 

when it’s time for something to eat, click on the picnic basket for a new 

recipe or two to try out at home.”  

  

Link  

Lent 2, February 28, 2021  https://bit.ly/36Cv0PZ  

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 

activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 

children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 

parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 

1)Song for the Week:       

Here I Am To Worship  
  

2)Resource for Children and Families:   go to the interactive Lent 

Garden for a variety of activities.  
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