
 1 

St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
April 29th Edition 

I have a question  regarding our I have a question  regarding our upcoming Birthdays. Violet his 83 on the 

15th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in 

The Pastor’s Corner:  

 
 
The scripture for this Sunday comes to us form the book of Ruth, 
chapter 1, verses 1-18. The book of Ruth deals with lack and plenty, 
with grief and joy.  Hunger and lack initially drives a family away from 
their home and God’s provision brings them back. 
 
This is one of the great stories of the bible, and all of literature. It 
contains one of the great vows of fidelity and friendship, uttered by 
Ruth to old Naomi. In poet Thomas Banks interpretation, it goes like 
this: 
 
Narrow the house may be and poor, 
But should it be where you will stay, 
Then I will want for nothing more. 
Entreat me not to go away.  
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Your bread shall be my bread, your prayer 
Shall be my prayer. And always know 
That though you go I know not where, 
Gladly I follow where you go.  
 
We need these stories, especially in our own time. In the secular 
environment we inhabit, we are often fed meagre fair which is not 
enough to sustain us when the going gets tough. This is a story to share 
with our children, for they too need the sustaining stories which fit 
them for life. 
 
**************************** 
 
On a different note, I would like to offer an update on my first two 
months with you (see below). This is what I shared with the Presbytery 
of Pickering at its last meeting on April 20th. 
 
(Report for February-March 2021) 
 
With all the congregations in our Presbytery, we share the challenges of 
ministry under pandemic restrictions. That said, all worship services, 
including Holy Week are live-streamed. There has been significant 
positive feedback and the services are being accessed by an increasing 
number of people. This is an opportunity for all ages to lead and 
contribute in various parts of worship, either though the submission of 
pre-recorded material or on-sight, while observing the maximum 
allowable numbers. 
 
A Zoom fellowship time has been introduced following Sunday worship, 
which is very special as a time to renew connections, to check in and to 
mark highlights. 
 
A listening circle process was begun with the Session. Questions 
discussed in circle included:  
What has ended? What have you lost? What do you need to let go of? 
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Now in April 2021, what remains unresolved for you? 
Over this period of time, what has been your major learning, insight, or 
discovery? 
What needs to change for St. Andrew’s going forward? 
What remains and can be celebrated? 
 
Regular administration of the congregation is ongoing, including staff 
performance reviews, which had not taken place for some time. 
 
St Andrew’s Mission Outreach continues to be very active every single 
week. We are currently serving food packs to 125 families per week, 
which works out to over 1,000 individuals who live in the community. 
 
******************** 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any concerns you might have, or to 
share what you are thankful for. 
 
Peace and Blessings,   
 

Nick Athanasiadis  
 

Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (May 2nd) 
may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your 
friends and family to join as well. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  

 
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu 
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom: 
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and 
have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the 
congregation.  This is a great time to connect with others, see each 
other and catch-up with each other.  The Zoom connection instructions 
can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have been provided in 
this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday. 
 
 
Office News:   Dr. Nick will be on study leave May 10-22. We will 
welcome the Rev Jim B., who will lead worship on Sunday, May 16.  For 
any pastoral concerns during this time, please contact the church office 
(905-668-4022).  
 
 
 
Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? 
It is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out 
and getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to 
register for a vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news! 
Two of our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering 
to assist individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If 
you would like assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation 
who could use assistance, please contact the church office.    Thank-you 
Cindy and Patricia! 
 
A Big Milestone Birthday!   We extend a big Happy 95th Birthday shout-
out to Phyllis on this milestone on May 3rd!  Congratulations and best 
wishes Phyllis. 
 
Birthday Congratulations:   we extend our best wishes to…. 
Corina B. on April 27th 
Michelle B. on April 30th 
Austin L. turning 12 on May 3rd 
Jim T. on May 4th 
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Anniversary Celebrations: 
Bill and Mary A. celebrated their 57th on March 28th 
Frikkie and Corina B. celebrated their 38th on March 31st 
John and Mildred H. celebrating their 33rd on April 30th 

 
Study and Devotional Resources 

 
The Scarlet Rope Devotional:  

 
 
Lord, we are undeserving yet You love us despite our imperfections. 
You have loved us even before You created us and Your love is never 
ending.  
 
Christ commands us to love God and to love one another. May our 
obedience to Your commands be out of love for You. We have strong 
faith that nothing can come between our love. May You guide us in this 
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life so that we can know You more. Remind us that all You want are our 
broken hearts and repentance. May we continue to live our lives each 
day to reflect Your mercy, kindness, patience and compassion. We 
thank you for Your love. You are sovereign, eternal and are our refuge.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine L 
 

“Not Everything Is Locked Down”:    “Lockdown” is a word which has 
been all too common in our vocabulary over the past year.  Take a 
moment…. get yourself a cup of tea or coffee and watch the following 
video.                                                             (thank-you Nonie for this item) 

Not Everything Is Locked Down 
 
 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song:    
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.”    Hebrews 12: 1-3 
 

Will Your Anchor Hold 

Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor 
 

 

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
https://youtu.be/V7vEoP88y6Y
https://youtu.be/-BUFnkwLa5s
https://youtu.be/WDsh4sqRXOA
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children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 
 
1)Song for the Week:     

Good, Good Father 

 

2)Resource for Children and Families:  Parents, check out Ministry to 

Children.  This website is a source of children’s activities and games 

which are Bible based. 

 

Ministry-to-Children website link 

 

********************************************************* 
 

https://youtu.be/UcQUXYhMyTQ
https://ministry-to-children.com/kids-sunday-school-games/
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