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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
May 6th Edition 

I have a question  regarding our I have a question  regarding our upcoming Birthdays. Violet his 83 on the 

15th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in 

The Pastor’s Corner:  

 
 

Our Old Testament reading for this Sunday is found in the book of 2 
Samuel 21:1-14. This is a story we do not hear very often, but it is the 
story of one mother in the bible. It takes place early in the reign of King 
David about 1,000 years before the birth of Jesus. The people of Israel 
were still figuring out the kind of nation they would become under their 
king. Leaders from the tribe of the Gibeonites (who were not Israelites) 
come to him and say that there is a score to settle with the house of 
Saul, who was the first King of Israel, and David’s predecessor. David 
allows the Gibeonites to take their revenge on the house of Saul by the 
killing of Saul’s sons. But these sons have a mother, her name is Rizpah. 
Rizpah keeps vigil over her sons exposed bodies day and night until they 
are properly buried. 
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As we know the origin of Mother’s Day is not from the greeting card 
companies, rather it originates from brave and wise mothers who 
advocated for an end to the killing, the wars, and the blood feuds, 
which claimed their sons’ souls and lives.  
 
The testament to this in the modern period is the poem penned by Julia 
Ward Howe in September 1870, five years after the end of the 
American Civil War. 

Arise then...women of this day!  
Arise, all women who have hearts! Whether your baptism be of water 
or of tears!  
Say firmly... 
"Disarm! Disarm!  
The sword of murder is not the balance of justice."  
Blood does not wipe our dishonor,  
Nor violence indicate possession.  
As men have often forsaken the plough and the anvil  
At the summons of war,  
Let women now leave all that may be left of home  
For a great and earnest day of counsel.  
Let them meet first, as women, to bewail and commemorate the dead.  
Let them solemnly take counsel with each other as to the means  
Whereby the great human family can live in peace...  
Each bearing after his own time the sacred impress, not of Caesar, But 
of God -  

 

Nick Athanasiadis  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (May 9th) 
may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your 
friends and family to join as well. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  

 
The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu 
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org 
 
 
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom: 
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and 
have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the 
congregation.  This is a great time to connect with others, see each 
other and catch-up with each other.  The Zoom connection instructions 
can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have been provided in 
this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday. 
 
 
Office News:   Dr. Nick  will be on study leave May 10-22. We will 
welcome the Rev. Jim B., who will lead worship on Sunday, May 16.  For 
any pastoral concerns during this time, please contact the church office 
(905-668-4022).  
 
 

Congregational News 
 

Summer Student Position.   Applications are invited for our Summer 
Student position at St. Andrew's. Duties will include support to the 
Community Outreach program and assistance with church 
administration. The job runs from July 5 to August 27. The position is 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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funded by Employment and Social Development Canada. For further 
information or to submit your resume contact John Campbell. 
Application deadline is May 18th. 
 
Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? 
It is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out 
and getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to 
register for a vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news! 
Two of our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering 
to assist individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If 
you would like assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation 
who could use assistance, please contact the church office. 
Thank-you Cindy and Patricia! 
 
Birthday Congratulations:   we extend our best wishes to…. 
Dorothy A. on May 13th 
Heather S. on May 14th 
 
Anniversary Congratulations to Vicki and Paul celebrating their 34th 
wedding anniversary on May 9th. 
 

Study and Devotional Resources 
 
The Scarlet Rope Devotional:  
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This week is Mental Health Awareness week and I felt compelled to 
share this verse with you. Whatever it is we may be feeling, whether it 
be fear, anxiety, sadness, failure, powerless, worry, frustration or 
discouragement, our feelings are real. What we are thinking and feeling 
is nothing to be embarrassed or silly about.  
 
Just like the Israelites, God knows what is in our hearts and He knows 
exactly what we are experiencing. Each of our lived experiences are real 
and unique in our own way. God chose Israel but they chose to turn 
away from Him. They forgot all the wonderful and miraculous things 
God did for them.  
 
God asks us to remember all the beautiful things He has done for us not 
because we deserved it but because He chose to out of His love for us. 
Whatever burden you are carrying lift it up to the Lord. May you ask 
Him to comfort you when we are feeling alone in our worries. Most of 
all, ask Him to remind you of the hope He brings when He comes again.  
 
https://mentalhealthweek.ca/  
https://bouncebackontario.ca/ 
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine L.          

 
A Tribute to Mothers 

God took the fragrance of a flower... 
The majesty of a tree... 

The gentleness of morning dew... 
The calm of a quiet sea... 

The beauty of the twilight hour... 
The soul of a starry night... 

https://mentalhealthweek.ca/
https://bouncebackontario.ca/
http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
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The laughter of a rippling brook... 
The grace of a bird in flight... 

Then God fashioned from these things 
A creation like no other, 

And when his masterpiece was through 
He called it simply - Mother. 

~Herbert Farnham 
 
A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song:    

"Love is patient; love is kind. Love is not jealous; is not proud; is not 

conceited; does not act foolishly; is not selfish; is not easily provoked to 

anger; keeps no record of wrongs; takes no pleasure in 

unrighteousness, but rejoices in the truth; love bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, and endures all things." I Corinthians 13:4-7.    
 

I Then Shall Live 
 

Christ be in my waking 
 

 
 

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s 
activities and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their 
children.   This will include  1)a Song of the Week for children and 
parents/grandparents to sing together    and  2)a resource or activity 

https://youtu.be/qq3sM7-Cwmg
https://youtu.be/8T2ev4Wp4R8
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1)Song for the Week:     

Here I Am To Worship 

 

2)Resource for Children and Families:  Parents, check out Ministry 

Spark website which is a source of children’s activities which are Bible 

based.                        Ministryspark.com Resources 

 

 

https://youtu.be/A4sZu1ouO9E
https://ministryspark.com/about/

