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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
May 20th Edition 

5th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in 

The Pastor’s Corner:  

 
The Feast of Pentecost is a spectacular scene—rushing winds, light like tongues of 
fire, apostles speaking fifteen different tongues—the Church crossed the 
boundaries of nations and continents. 
 
The Christian story of Pentecost is found in the second chapter of Acts, written 
near the end of the first century by the same person who wrote the Gospel of 
Luke. The story is filled with richly symbolic language drawn from the Jewish 
tradition.  
 
As the author tells the story, the Spirit came upon the community with the sound 
of a "rushing wind" and with "tongues of fire" resting on each of them. In the 
Hebrew Bible, "wind" and "fire" are both associated with the presence of God. In 
Hebrew, the same word means both "wind" and "spirit," as in the creation story 
where the divine wind (or spirit) moves over the primordial waters (Genesis 1:2).  
So also, fire is an image for the divine presence, famously in the story of Moses 
and the bush that burned without being consumed (Exodus 3:1-6).  
 
As it was at the beginning of creation, at the beginning of Israel’s story in the 
Exodus, so now at the beginning of the church’s story on Pentecost, the Spirit of 
God is again at work.  
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The Holy Spirit fired up this movement called the church and set the stage for its 
explosive growth which crossed the boundaries of nations and continents.  
 
The church today, not as an institution, but as a movement, can only continue in 
the power of that same Spirit.  
 
As for each of us, poet, Jan Richardson expresses what this might look like: 

Here’s one thing 
you must understand 
about this blessing: 
it is not 
for you alone. 

It is stubborn 

about this; 

do not even try 

to lay hold of it 

if you are by yourself, 

thinking you can carry it 

on your own. 

To bear this blessing, 

you must first take yourself 

to a place where everyone 

does not look like you 

or think like you, 

a place where they do not 

believe precisely as you believe, 

where their thoughts 

and ideas and gestures 

are not exact echoes 

of your own. 

Bring your sorrow. Bring your grief. 

Bring your fear. Bring your weariness, 

your pain, your disgust at how broken 

the world is, how fractured, 

how fragmented 

by its fighting, its wars, 

its hungers, its penchant for power, 

its ceaseless repetition 
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of the history it refuses 

to rise above. 

I will not tell you 

this blessing will fix all that. 

But in the place 

where you have gathered, 

wait. 

Watch. 

Listen. 

Lay aside your inability 

to be surprised, 

your resistance to what you 

do not understand. 

See then whether this blessing 

turns to flame on your tongue, 

sets you to speaking 

what you cannot fathom 

 

or opens your ear 

to a language 

beyond your imagining 

that comes as a knowing 

in your bones 

a clarity 

in your heart 

that tells you 

this is the reason 

we were made, 

for this ache 

that finally opens us, 

for this struggle, this grace 

that scorches us 

toward one another 

and into 

the blazing day. 

Nick Athanasiadis  
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Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (May 23rd) may be 
accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your friends and family to 
join as well. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  
 

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 
Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 
church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 
www.worship-with-us.org 
 
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom: 
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and have coffee 
(or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  This is a great 
time to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each other.  The 
Zoom connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have 
been provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday. 
 
 

Congregational News 
 

Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? 
It is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out and 
getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to register for a 
vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news! 
Two of our members, Cindy B.  and Patricia B, are volunteering to assist 
individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If you would like 
assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation who could use assistance, 
please contact the church office 
 

Foodbank News 
Egg cartons:   The Foodbank Staff and Volunteers would like to thank everyone 
who followed the request to “get cracking” and doing such a wonderful job saving 
and bringing in their egg cartons.  The response has been phenomenal.  As a 
result, the Foodbank is asking everyone to take a pause in bringing in cartons 
currently.  When their supply is depleted a bit, an all-call will go out again for your 
help.  Thank you all! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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Study and Devotional Resources 
The Scarlet Rope Devotional:  

 

Jesus Calms the Storm: Mark 4:35-41 
 
When I am faced with challenges, fear, doubt and uncertainty, the Lord reminds 
me to go back to this event in the Gospels and especially in Mark. It is in the 
Gospel of Mark specifically where Jesus calms the storm in just three words: 
“Peace! Be still!” (Mark 4:39 NRSV).  
 
This story reminds me that there will be trouble, setbacks, failures and even loss 
in my life. Jesus was the one who suggested that they all go across the lake and 
the disciples obeyed. When the waves rose high the disciples went directly to 
Jesus and just like them, I am to need to go directly to Jesus, not in fear but in 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank & 

Support Program continue to be…. 
1. Cooking oil 

2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.) 

3. Pasta Sauce 

4. Diapers size 5 and 6 

5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex 

6. Dish soap 

7. Personal hygiene items 
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faith. In His perfect timing Jesus will stop the storms in each of our lives. No 
matter what He never leaves us and in just three words He can also calm our 
hearts.  

 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine L.         Email: thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com 
 
 
The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s activities 
and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their children.   This will 
include  1)a Song of the Week for children and parents/grandparents to sing 
together  and  2)a resource or activity 
 
1)Song for the Week:   

Every Praise 

 

2)Resource for Children and Families:  Parents, you can sit down with your 

young children and watch this short video explaining Pentecost 

Pentecost Explained With LEGO 

 

The Wonders of God’s Creation:   

 

All Things Bright And Beautiful 

 

 
 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
mailto:thescarlet.cord16@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/qI9M3Wmvvns
https://youtu.be/Xvy-_Dayaoc
https://youtu.be/iUnQMvwaXlc
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