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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter   
June 17th Edition  

The Pastor’s Corner: 5th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother    

  
  
One of our passages this Sunday begins with the well-known line: Hear, 
O Israel! from Deuteronomy 6: 1-9. We often hear or read the words in 
our bible, and perhaps they sound nice, or we have heard them so 
often, they have become like background wallpaper. So let us remind 
ourselves that none of these inspired words are random, or just pretty 
or nice sounding. Often, they came out of crisis. The “Shema” as it is 
known, because of the first word “Hear,” comes out of the crisis in 
which faith in the God of Israel was challenged by the practices of 
fertility gods during the reign of the kings in Israel and Judah about 900 
B.C.E. Originally popular in the rural area, worship of these gods found 
its way into the city, especially among the ruling class.  

Commenting on this passage, Larry Broding tells us that “This worship 
of ‘foreign’ deities was combined with a shift in economic power from 
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the countryside to the cities. Urban money lenders charged exorbitant 
rates to farmers and claimed the land of delinquent debtors. Debtors 
sold themselves into slavery so they could buy food to feed their 
families. In addition, political power became corrupt. Judges took bribes 
and showed favors to the wealthy. Economically and politically, the gap 
widened between the rich and the poor.”  

In the midst of these injustices this absolute focus was proclaimed: love 
Yahweh—the Lord—with your being and life. This was the covenant, 
the promise, God made with his chosen. This allegiance defined the 
identity of the Israelite.  

These words we read found their definitive form in the second century 
C.E.:  

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your might. 6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in 
your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about them when you 
are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 
rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates.  

These words were prayed twice a day. They were prayed in the 
concentration camps, and they remained the words of a dying Jew 
preparing to meet God.  

As we mark Father’s Day, we are reminded too of the privilege and 
responsibility of dads in the instruction of those for whom they care the 
most in what matters most.  

  
Nick Athanasiadis   
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Our Weekly On-line Services:  
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (June 20th) 
may be accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your 
friends and family to join as well.  
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   
  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime 
following the Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access 
archived services on the church website (under the pull-down menu  
“About Us/Sunday Services”) – www.worship-with-us.org  
  
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom:  
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and 
have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the 
congregation.  This is a great time to connect with others, see each 
other and catch-up with each other.  The Zoom connection instructions 
can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have been provided in 
this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday.  
  
News from the General Assembly   
This past week, the 146th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada (PCC) took place. At least two things made this General 
Assembly significant. The first was that it was the first General  
Assembly to be held virtually. The second came with the adoption of  
Remits B & C concerning human sexuality; the PCC now affirms that 
LGBTQI couples may be married in a PCC Church, and that married or 
single LGBTQI persons may be ordained as ministers and elders in the 
PCC.   
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These decisions provide Presbyterian ministers with liberty of 
conscience and the freedom to choose to officiate or not officiate at the 
marriages of same-sex couples.  
As with many other denominations, the matter of inclusion has been 
before the Presbyterian Church in Canada for years now. Arguably the 
beginning of this conversation began for the PCC with the Human 
Sexuality report of 1994, so the issue has been before us for almost 
thirty years!  
  
For those who would like to understand how the Assembly came to this 
decision, particularly for those who have not been following the steps 
taken to form this decision, this is a helpful link.   
  
http://www.cnob.org/?p=2348&fbclid=IwAR0k1GdVTFTX4Vs2dfFCkOS 
DwULnyHZvYgJoFy7KIm4NCCofFDhppW2sd9Q#more-2348  
  
  

Congregational News  
  
Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? It 
is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out 
and getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to 
register for a vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news! 
Two of our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering 
to assist individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If 
you would like assistance , or if you know someone in the congregation 
who could use assistance, please contact the church office at (905)668-
4022  
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Foodbank News  

 

 
MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank & 
Support Program continue to be….  

1. Cooking oil  
2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.)  
3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce  
4. Diapers size 5 and 6  
5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex 6. Dish soap  

 

  
Study and Devotional Resources  
The Scarlet Rope Devotional:   

  
Lord, reveal to me the idols in my life. Help me to see what prevents me 
from putting my full trust in you. You, O Lord are our one true God. 
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Protect me from the false security of worldly standards seen in money, 
status, rank, possessions, appearance and people. Remind me that I 
serve You first and that I should serve others out of love for You.   
  
Lord, I am unworthy, and I have sinned from my heart and lips. My 
human understanding limits me and You are all knowing. I repent and 
put my faith in Your gift of salvation. Help me to see that Your love and 
salvation is all I need.   
  
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on:  
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com   
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope   
  
To God be the glory.     Justine L.          
 
  
A Meditation Moment in Scripture and Song:  
Do Not Worry     25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your 
life[e]?  

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you— 
you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
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them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.  Matthew 6  

Seek Ye First  

  
  
  
  
  

  
          
 


