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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter  
June 3rd Edition 

5th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in 

The Pastor’s Corner:  

 
The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. (Art by akatsuki-blast) 

 
Our scripture readings this Sunday bring up the temptation story found in the 
book of Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-7. 
  
God put human in Eden, his earthly domain, to cultivate and care for it. God tells 
him all is free, but there is a limit: the tree of “the knowledge of good and evil.” If 
human eats of this tree s/he will “die,” cut off from the source of life. 
 
Now the snake, a mischievous creature, appears and sows doubt in human’s mind 
about what God has commanded. The snake suggests that God is trying to fool 
human beings: rather than dying, humans will attain mastery of knowledge, and 
become divine (“like God”). Human finds this irresistible and eats the forbidden 
fruit. 
 
This story has often been spun as titillation, as risqué experimentation, but this 
misses the profundity and seriousness of what is found here. 
 
More seriously, along with doubt and mistrust of the Creator, a new sensation is 
felt for the first time—guilt. The power of guilt takes on its own life. It works its 
own destruction. Death comes, not by external imposition, but by its own weight. 
So, the shame in nakedness already manifests the power of death, even before 
the Lord of the garden takes any action.  
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“You will not die” said the serpent, “only your eyes will be opened.” He should 
have added: can you handle it? Can you handle the sight of who you are, no 
longer with God, but on your own? Can you bear it? 
 
What now?  

 
There is a way back to the Creator, back to the garden, and it cannot be our own 
doing.  
 

28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
 
Nick Athanasiadis  

 
Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (June 6th) may be 
accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your friends and family to 
join as well. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  
 

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 
Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 
church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 
www.worship-with-us.org 
 
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom: 
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and have coffee 
(or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  This is a great 
time to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each other.  The 

Zoom connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and 
have been provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on 
Sunday. 

 
Holy Communion:    This coming Sunday, June 6th, we will celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Communion during our morning on-line service.  Please have a 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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small glass of juice and a piece of break ready ahead of time, so we can celebrate 
this sacrament together. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.   John 

3:16 – 18 

 
Congregational News 

Welcome!    At its last meeting on June 2nd, the Session of St. Andrew’s was happy 
to welcome Sheila and Ron into our membership!  
 
Sheila and Ron joined the exodus from Toronto a couple of years ago.  While 
difficult to leave behind their local church, Armour Heights Presbyterian Church, 
they have appreciated attending St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Whitby since 
then.  Now they look forward to deepening their participation in Christian 
fellowship with the congregation as members of St. Andrew’s Whitby.  
 
You’re Invited!   “St. Andrew’s invites our church families, be it 
parents/grandparents, children/grandchildren, to participate in our first family get 
together as a drop-in zoom meeting on June 13th, 2021 at 1:30 pm.   This will be 
an informal gathering which gives our church families a chance to reconnect and 
rebuild our church relationships which have suffered this past year under COVID-
19.  We look forward to seeing you on June 13th."     Lynne S.     
(Zoom invite will be distributed in next week’s newsletter) 
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Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? 
It is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out and 
getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to register for a 
vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news! 
Two of our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering to assist 
individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If you would like 
assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation who could use assistance, 
please contact the church office. 
 

 

Foodbank News 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Study and Devotional Resources 
The Scarlet Rope Devotional:  

 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank & 

Support Program continue to be…. 
1. Cooking oil 

2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.) 

3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce 

4. Diapers size 5 and 6 

5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex 

6. Dish soap 

7. Personal hygiene items 
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Through God’s grace I begin my journey in studying the Book of Habakkuk. Evil 
deeds, misery, destruction, and violence existed during the prophet’s time, and it 
continues today. In this verse Habakkuk was so troubled that he went directly to 
God and poured out his anguish.  
 
Whether there is heartache and sorrow within our communities, churches, 
homes, workplaces, and throughout our world the Lord wants us to come to Him 
with our cries. Wrongdoer or wounded, God wants our broken and repentant 
hearts. He is in control, and He will make all things right in His perfect timing.   
 
Lord, the wicked may outnumber the righteous but we put our full faith in You, 
our Sovereign and Victorious God.  
 
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on: 
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog 
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope  
 
To God be the glory.     Justine L.          
 
 
A Meditation Moment in Scripture and Song: 

Lord, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory 

    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 

    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 

    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 

    the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 

    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

    human beings that you care for them?[c] 
5 You have made them[d] a little lower than the angels[e] 

    and crowned them[f] with glory and honor. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 

http://www.thescarletrope.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog
http://www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14017c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14018f
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    you put everything under their[g] feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 

    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 

    and the fish in the sea, 

    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 Lord, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth!   -  Psalm 8 

 
How Great Thou Art  

 

The Children’s Corner:  Each week, you will find here some children’s activities 

and resources for use by parents/grandparents with their children.   This will 

include 1) a Song of the Week for children and parents/grandparents to sing 

together and 2) a resource or activity 

1)Song for the Week:   

Indescribable 

 

2)Resource for Children and Families:  Parents, you can sit down with your young 

children and watch this video on God’s Creation by The Gospel Project. 

God Created The World 

 

The Wonders of God’s Creation: 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14019g
https://youtu.be/uKGf06YM7rQ
https://youtu.be/aS80O6BzQzo
https://youtu.be/cZrwd7DgStA
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-submitted by Justine  

Lyrics from the song – Indescribable  

(by Laura Story) 

 

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 

Creation's revealing Your majesty 

From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring 

Ev'ry creature unique in the song that it sings 

All exclaiming 

 

Chorus 1 

Indescribable uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing God 

All powerful untamable 

Awestruck we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing God 
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Verse 2 

Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go 

Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 

Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 

None can fathom 

You are amazing God 

 

Chorus 2 

Indescribable uncontainable 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name 

You are amazing God 

Incomparable unchangeable 

You see the depths of my heart 

And You love me the same 

You are amazing God 

 

 

“Jack in the Pulpit” 

-submitted by Rev. Jim 
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