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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter   

July 29th Edition  
5th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in   

The Pastor’s Corner: 

 
 
Our endless thirst is what makes us work so hard at physical life: producing, 
earning, consuming. Thirst, too, excites our spiritual longings, our proving and 
testing, our fretful striving for virtue, even for perfection. But our thirst is so great 
we can get lost in it and ignore the very truth that could satisfy. 
A gospel song says it well: 
Like the woman at the well I was seeking 
For things that could not satisfy; 
But then I heard my Savior speaking: 
"Draw from the well that never shall run dry." 
 
In the gospel according to John, 4: 5-42, the unfolding conversation between 
Jesus and a woman of Samaria, reveals what happens when we drink the life-
giving water Jesus offers: we come face-to-face with the Saviour, we admit the 
truth of our own lives, we run to proclaim Jesus’s presence and gospel to all who 
will hear. 
Nick Athanasiadis  
Nickathans167@gmail.com 
905-668-4022 ext. 202 (office) 
647-527-8437 (cell) 
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Fall Reopening Plan: 

 
St. Andrew’s Whitby Church Reopening Sunday September 19, 2021 
 
The session of St. Andrew’s has approved our reopening plan which we are 
pleased to announce.  

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is planning a tentative reopening for in-person 
worship on Sunday September 19 based on ongoing progress of provincewide 
vaccination rates and improvements of key public health and health care 
indicators. 

Currently we have moved to Step 3 of reopening in the province of Ontario. In 
terms of Places of Worship this is what is now permitted: 

Religious services, rites or ceremonies, including wedding services and funeral 
services (does not apply to receptions) 

Indoor and outdoor permitted with capacity limited to permit physical distancing 
of 2 meters.  

WORSHIP in-person  

According to Durham Public Health “Gathering limit for religious services, 
wedding ceremonies and funeral services: Indoor and outdoor capacity is limited 
to the number of people that can maintain 2 metres physical distancing.” 

Our reading of this is that there are no longer any percentage maximums for 
worship other than the socially distanced size of the sanctuary. 

• A screening table will be in place, staffed by a volunteer with the 
congrega^onal list. 

• Assisted by ushers, entry sea^ng front-to-back; exit sea^ng back-to-front 
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• Offering baskets will be available at the rear of the sanctuary. 
• masks will be required indoors  
• There will be no congregational singing as yet. Praise-hymn selections will 

be pre-recorded material or keyboard by Music Ministry Leader.  

COFFEE HOUR 

We will not have coffee hour at this time,  but will continue to monitor guidelines 
for indoor gatherings during the fall period. 

While we hope that this will be a permanent re-opening, there are no guarantees. 
The Covid virus continues to mutate and spread in various parts of the world. It is 
possible we may have to pivot again. We will continue to be open to all the 
possibilities, rather than settle into a false assurance. 

Gary Mountjoy , Clerk of Session 
 
Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (August 1st) may be 
accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your friends and family to 
join as well.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   
  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 
Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 
church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 
www.worship-with-us.org  
  
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom:  
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and have coffee 
(or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  This is a great time 
to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each other.  The Zoom 
connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have been 
provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday.  
 
Office News:  Upcoming Staff Vacation time:   
Nick Athanasiadis: August 11-September 1   
Julie Parsons:  July 20 - 30 & August 17 – 27   
Brian McClure: August 30 - Sept. 12   
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Congregational News  
  
Lois McIntosh:  We recently heard the sad news that our friend, Lois MacIntosh 
passed away on Saturday, January 8th, 2021.  Lois was a faithful long-time member 
of St. Andrew’s who was a fixture on the south side of the sanctuary by the 
window.  We lost track of Lois 2 or 3 years ago and we are sad to hear this news.  
Lois is with her Lord now and reunited with the saints who have gone before her.  
A private funeral was held at the Barnes Funeral Home in Whitby on Thursday, 
January 14th, 2021.  Please keep Lois’ family in your prayers.  
 
Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination?  
It is great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out 
and getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to register 
for a vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news!      Two of 
our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering to assist 
individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If you would like 
assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation who could use 
assistance, please contact either Cindy or Patricia and they will help.      
Thank-you Cindy and Patricia!        Contact info:      

Cindy Boyd - 905-655-1071  
Patricia Browne - 905-409-2146  

 
Prayer Requests:  
1)Jean McIntyre:  A friend of Jean’s has had surgery. Please pray for successful 
treatment & full healing.  As well, Ross McIntyre, Jean’s brother-in-law, has had 
further treatment for cancer & is responding well. Thank you for continuing to 
pray for him.   
 
2)Corina and Frikkie Becker:  “Thank God, my sister-in-law Amelia, is back at 
home with her two daughters. She is still in recovery, but we believe that she is 
over the worst. A miracle also happened today: my friend's brother who was in 
the ICU on the ventilator in Windhoek for six weeks, opened his eyes today! They 
took out the ventilator and he is on normal oxygen administration now. He even 
had a conversation with his doctor. Sadly, another friend in South Africa, who also 
was in ICU for six weeks, passed away two days ago. In Tsumeb, our hometown, 
there are five people in the hospital, hoping to recover and stay out 
of critical care. Thank you for your prayers. Thank you.  
 
Let us unite in prayer that this virus will weaken and wear itself out now . . . in 
Jesus' Name.”  -  Corina 
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If you have a prayer request, please forward details to Brian McClure (905)767-
2973 or jbrianmcclure@gmail.com  
 
New Prayer Ministry Format:      
For the past year and a half, a faithful few have met once a week on-line to pray for 
our congregation and its ministries, specific prayer requests, our minister and the 
world.  We are going to change to a different format, in the form of a Prayer Chain.    
 
How this will work:   prayer requests which are communicated from the 
congregation will be forwarded to the members of the prayer chain.  Members will 
pray for these requests from week to week.  Information of answers to prayer will 
be distributed as well.  Prayer chain members will keep prayer request information 
confidential.   Periodically throughout the year, members of the prayer chain will 
gather to support each other.   If you are interested in being part of St. Andrew’s 
prayer chain or have any questions about how it works, please contact Brian 
McClure at (905)767-2973 or jbrianmcclure@gmail.com  
 
Birthday Congratulations to…… 
Gary Mountjoy on July 28th 
Steve Monaghan on August 1st 
 
Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to….. 
Jim and Bev Thompson, celebrating their 40th on August 1st. 
 
 

Foodbank News 
 Back-to-School Backpack Ministry!	  

The St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank is busy getting ready for the       
start of our 2021 Backpack ministry. This annual ministry helps local 
elementary and high school and college students have some NEW 
supplies to start the school year off in a positive way come September. 
Last year we provided well over 200 backpacks full of school supplies 
to low-income families in our community and expect to do at least 
this many again. We are planning to customize the backpack supplies 
we give to each child/family again this year to help them return safely 

to in-person learning or have the resources necessary for successful online learning.    
We have been shopping in bulk to help manage the cost of this ministry so designated 
offerings will help us out the most. This also makes sure that you can receive a tax receipt 
for your donations.  
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If you would like to donate specific items our MOST needed donations are:  

1. BACKPACKS 
2. PENCIL CRAYONS/MARKERS  
3. BINDERS 
4. PENCIL SHARPENERS 
5. REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES 

 
 

We also provide a ‘new-to-you’ hoodie or 
fall jacket in each backpack. If there are any extras in your family or 
ones that you’ve recently grown out of, please donate these. Our 
volunteers will make sure they are washed and ready to pass along to 
a student. *We are always in need an adult size too for our high 
school and college students!  

 
We will be giving a new age-appropriate novel/storybook to each child with 
their backpack. If you have any gently used books that you could donate 
this would be a fantastic additional blessing.  
 

Please bring ALL DONATIONS **before August 13th** to St. Andrew’s Church Whitby (209 
Cochrane St. 905-668-4022)  Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays 10:00am to 3:00pm          
à and ring the back doorbell when you arrive "#$%   
  

  
  
 
Lunch on the Lawn – Tuesday, August 3rd, 12 noon – 
1:00pm:   
You’re invited to join us under the shade of the trees on our back lawn for lunch 
and fellowship. Bring your own lunch and a lawn chair (we will have some extra 
chairs available). We will follow the provincial guidelines spacing out 2m apart. 
Restrictions are easing and we are allowed to have a gathering of a maximum of 25 
individuals. The summer weather is here, and things have improved to the point 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community 
Foodbank & Support Program continue to be….  

  
1. Cooking oil    
2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.)     
3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce   
4. Diapers size 5 and 6    
5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex    
6. Dish soap    
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where we can gather safely outside. Join us, as you are comfortable, for this 
opportunity to reconnect in person with your friends in St. Andrew’s community. 
Should the weather be inclement, we will take a “rain check”. Hope to see you 
there! If you have any questions, please contact Brian McClure at (905)767-2973 
or jbrianmcclure@gmail.com  
  
 

Study and Devotional Resources  

 
A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 
“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer 
and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 
ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very 
reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him 
and receive eternal life.                                                                   1 Timothy 1:12-16 

My Worth Is Not In What I Own 

Give Thanks 

****************************************************************** 

St. Andrew’s Zoom After Church Coffee Time 
St. Andrew’s host is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
Topic: St. Andrew's Zoom After Church Coffee Time at 11:45am  
Time: This is a recurring meeting every Sunday morning 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87863007915?pwd=a0haNWRrMTZ6cFpuT1pQQ3hpOC9EZz09  
Meeting ID: 878 6300 7915  
Passcode: 297282  
Dial by your location  
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada         +1 647 558 0588 Canada  


