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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter   

July 1st Edition  

5th.March. I will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in  

The Pastor’s Corner:   

  
  
In the gospel according to Matthew chapter 15: 21-28, we have a story 
as remarkable as it is rare. A Canaanite woman pleads for the 
restoration of health for her daughter, and finally draws from Jesus his 
healing power, because of her “great faith.”   
  

This is Jesus’s own comment: “Woman, great is your faith.” Jesus 
encountered this kind of faith extremely rarely in his life on earth. We 
will examine the nature of this faith, and the challenges to it, which this 
woman faced.  
  

Rev. Nick 
Office News  
The Rev. Nick will be on vacation from July 5-18. The Rev. Jim B. will supply the 
pulpit and be available for any pastoral emergencies.  
  

 



  2  

  

A Statement Regarding Residential Schools  
In response to the devastating confirmation of unmarked graves on the grounds 
of former Residential Schools in Canada, a statement was published on June 15, 
2021 (appended below), written in consultation with the National Indigenous  
Ministry Council, a Committee of the General Assembly, and signed by both the 
Rev. Dr. Dan Scott, Moderator of the 2021 General Assembly, and by the Rev. 
Amanda Currie, Moderator for 2019–2020. It speaks, through repentance and 
lament and in humility, for the lives of all the children who were lost, those we 
know who died at the schools and those still to be found in unmarked graves. The 
statement makes many commitments for the church to act upon.  

In various ways, the church has begun responding to the commitments outlined in 
the statement. However, any work regarding former Residential Schools and the 
land they are or were on must be done in conversation with and after listening 
carefully to the affected communities and in line with their wishes. Additionally, 
we work in consultation with the National Indigenous Ministry Council.  

This work takes time and must be respectful of the impacted communities’ 
wishes. We know there are cemeteries associated with some of the schools that 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada ran but we do not know for sure whether 
there are unmarked graves on the grounds of these schools, though it is likely. We 
are working on opening conversations around searching the grounds of both 
Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School and Birtle Residential School. The church has 
also begun looking into how to approach those affected by the schools that The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada ran but that closed before 1925. We have also 
contacted the United Church of Canada about how we will work together with 
regard to the schools The Presbyterian Church in Canada ran before 1925 but 
then became associated with the United Church of Canada.  

You can learn more about the ongoing work for reconciliation and Indigenous 
justice as well as any news regarding this issue at the Indigenous Justice page of 
our Social Action Hub. It is a living resource that we keep updated.  

Sincerely,    
The Rev. Ian Ross-McDonald,  
General Secretary, The Life and Mission Agency   
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A Joint Statement from the Current and Former Moderator Regarding 
Residential Schools June 15, 2021  

We issue this statement of repentance and commitment to action today, aware of 
our own responsibility with regard to the sin of colonialism and our operation of 
residential schools, both of which we recognize today as instruments of a 
genocide against Indigenous people in what is today called Canada. The 
devastating revelation of 215 unmarked graves on the grounds of Kamloops 
Residential School in British Columbia leads the church to a time of listening to 
learn what is needed to continue its work of reconciliation, and so we have 
prepared this statement in consultation with the National Indigenous Ministries 
Council of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. We also offer lament, in humility, 
for the lives of all the children who were lost; those we already knew, those who 
were just found, and any more still to be found.  

Living Faith reminds us that God is always calling us to seek justice in the world, 
and that justice is seen when we strive to change customs that oppress and 
enslave, protect the rights of others and protest anything that destroys human 
dignity. (8.4.1–3) Justice requires commitment and action. In 2019, The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada repudiated the Doctrine of Discovery and terra 
nullius—major components of colonialism, and in 2016 we committed ourselves 
to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as 
framework for reconciliation. It is in acknowledging these requirements and calls 
of our faith that the church commits itself to the work and repentance named 
here.  

The Presbyterian Church in Canada operated eleven residential schools for 
Indigenous children, with the first opening in the mid 1880s. The names of those 
schools are: Ahousaht Residential School in British Columbia, Alberni Residential  
School in British Columbia, Birtle Residential School in Manitoba, Cecilia Jeffrey  
Residential School in Kenora Ontario, Crowstand Residential School in  
Saskatchewan, File Hills Residential School in Saskatchewan, Muscowpetung (later 
known as “Lakesend”) Residential School in Saskatchewan, Portage la Prairie 
Residential School in Manitoba, Regina Industrial School in Saskatchewan, Round  
Lake Residential School in Saskatchewan, and Stoney Plain Residential School in 
Alberta. In 1925 all but two of the schools that were still open were transferred to 
the United Church of Canada which was established as a result of the Church 
Union Movement. The two schools the PCC continued to operate after 1925 were 
Birtle Residential School and Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School. Though the church 
first offered formal apology and confession to God and to Indigenous peoples in 
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1994 for our role in running these schools—places from which many students 
never returned and which caused emotional scars and trauma on generations of 
Indigenous communities—the harm from these schools and other colonial 
practices continues today and so too does our need for confessing.  

Meaningful apology and the reconciliation that can come of it requires listening to 
the Indigenous communities and families we have harmed, asking what work is 
needed for healing and then acting on it. The work that is required will change 
over time, as circumstances change; as more information is uncovered that may 
reopen wounds; as the depth of harm of colonialism is understood; as ways are 
found that the church can be an ally and a voice for justice again. The work 
required will change too as healing happens.  

The listening required is also not a one-time event, but part of a relationship that 
develops over time. In listening, we have heard that even the children or 
grandchildren of those who attended Indian Residential Schools are more likely to 
have serious physical or mental health concerns, more likely to be taken from 
their homes into foster care, and more likely to attempt suicide than Indigenous 
children who do not have a parent or grandparent that attended residential 
school. This is because of intergenerational trauma, that can cause cycles of harm 
and broken relationships in families if not healed.  

Hearing this, we have asked what we could do that would help heal that trauma; 
reconciliation requires no less. And in conversations with Indigenous members of 
this community, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, we have heard what is 
needed today:  

We have heard The Presbyterian Church in Canada must work to ensure the 
grounds of the residential schools we ran—and especially Birtle and Cecilia 
Jeffrey, which we ran the longest—are searched for any unmarked graves. We 
must also ensure any search is taken in respectful consultation with the 
Indigenous communities and families impacted; this would include financial 
support from the church for those searches. We commit to this work.  

We have heard that any work to address the legacy of Indian Residential Schools 
must also address the ongoing inequity faced by today’s Indigenous children, and 
we are asked to seek justice through advocacy for the rights of all Indigenous 
children. We commit to this work.  
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We have heard The Presbyterian Church in Canada must confront and address 
colonialism and systemic racism against Indigenous people in both the church and 
Canadian society. This systemic racism and colonialism shape the daily lives of  
Indigenous people in the church and in society in daily acts many take for granted, 
such as accessing healthcare, access to clean drinking water, equity in education, 
and equitable treatment in court systems. We have seen how this systemic racism 
has resulted in incidents like how Joyce Echaquan was treated before her death 
when she sought access to heath care, in significantly higher rates of violent 
encounters with police, and in significantly higher rates of child apprehension into 
foster care systems, to name just a few examples. As disciples of Christ, the church 
is called to work for justice by advocating for an end to these and other similar 
injustices against Indigenous people. We commit to this work.  

We have heard that it is important to support the recommendations recently 
issued by the Native Women’s Association regarding ending the crisis of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls as well as continuing to support the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action and the Calls for Justice 
that stem from the Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. We commit to this work.  

Because the residential schools operated for almost nine decades, harming 
generations of communities, true healing and reconciliation will require a lengthy 
journey over generations and a great deal of work to heal that harm. The 
discoveries of unmarked graves continues to lead to unspeakable grief and 
ongoing harm in communities across our country. Reconciliation is a long road 
that requires acknowledgement of harm, apology for taking part in that harm, 
concrete steps to redress the harm, and the rebuilding of broken relationships. 
We are called as disciples of Christ to reconciliation and to justice; this is work the 
church must do and commits to doing.  

—The Rev. Dr. Daniel Scott  
Moderator of the 2021 General Assembly  

—The Rev. Amanda Currie  
Moderator of the 2019 General Assembly  
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Our Weekly On-line Services:  
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service may be accessed at 
10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your friends and family to join as well.  
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   
  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 
Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 
church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 
www.worship-with-us.org  
  
St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom:  
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and have coffee 
(or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  This is a great 
time to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each other.  The 
Zoom connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and 
have been provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on 
Sunday.  
  

    
Lunch on the Lawn – Tuesday, July 6th, 12 noon – 1:00pm:   

You’re invited to join us under the shade of the trees on our back lawn for lunch 
and fellowship. Bring your own lunch and a lawn chair (we will have some extra 
chairs available). We will follow the provincial guidelines spacing out 2m apart.  

Restrictions are easing and we are allowed to have a gathering of a maximum of  
25 individuals. The summer weather is here and things have improved to the 

point where we can gather safely outside. Join us, as you are comfortable, for this 
opportunity to reconnect in person with your friends in St. Andrew’s community.  
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Should the weather be inclement, we will take a “raincheck”. Hope to see you 
there! If you have any questions, please contact   

Brian McC.  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

“Even though the fig trees have no blossoms,     
and there are no grapes on the vines; even 
though the olive crop fails,     and the 
fields lie empty and barren; even though the 
flocks die in the fields,     and the cattle 
barns are empty, Yet, I will rejoice in the 
Lord!  
I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!  
The Sovereign Lord is my strength! He 
makes me as surefooted as a deer,  
able to tread upon the heights.”  
 (Habakkuk 3:17-19 NLT)  
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The prophet Habakkuk feared for the people of Judah because he knew 
God’s  discipline would be heavy. Despite the dying crops and animals, 
which sustained their physical lives, Habakkuk rejoiced in the Lord.   
  
  

The power of the Holy Spirit gives us strength and endurance when life gets 
weary and unbearable. May we focus on the Lord above rather than the 
worldly material before us. Hope is found in the Lord alone and not in 
people or manmade solutions. Even in struggle the Lord brings joy and 
peace.   
  
More reflection on God’s Word can be found on Justine’s posts on:  
  
Blog: www.thescarletrope.com   
  
Facebook: The Scarlet Rope www.facebook.com/TSRchristianblog  
  
Instagram: @the.scarletrope www.instagram.com/the.scarletrope   
  
To God be the glory.   
Justine   
  
Justine L. 

  
  

 
  
  
  

Congregational News  
  
Birthday Congratulations:  Harriet A. on July 4th  
          Andrew R. on July 5th  
          Wai L. 50th Birthday on July 6th  
  
  



  9  

Do you need assistance registering for your COVID-19 Vaccination? It is 
great news hearing that the COVID-19 vaccines are finally rolling out and 
getting into arms!   Some of you may be finding the process to register for a 
vaccination appointment time difficult.  Well, good news!  
Two of our members, Cindy Boyd and Patricia Browne, are volunteering to assist 

individuals in navigating through the appointment process.  If you would like  
assistance, or if you know someone in the congregation who could use assistance, 

please contact the church office.  
  
Prayer Requests:  
1)Pray for wisdom for the leaders around the world who are trying to manage 
the COVID-19 pandemic in their respective countries.  Pray for relief from the 
virus in the coming weeks and months as the vaccines are distributed and 
measures put in place to curb its spread.  Pray for vaccines, care, and guidance to 
be spread to countries around the world who have little.   
  
     

Foodbank News  

 

 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank & 
Support Program continue to be….  

1. Cooking oil  
2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.)  
3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce  
4. Diapers size 5 and 6  
5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex 6. Dish soap  

 

  
  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  


