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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter   

August 26th Edition 
 will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in   

The Pastor’s Corner: 
Good day my Whitby friends! I have had a great week. On Tuesday Linda and I 
celebrated our 47th wedding anniversary. We went to Niagara on the Lake for the 
day and then on to Niagara Falls where we had a room overlooking the Falls. We 
got to watch the power and beauty of the falls, and when they turned on the 
multicoloured floodlights at dusk, it was spectacular. And if that view wasn’t 
enough, our kids got us a flight over the Falls. It added a new level to amazing.  
I also got to visit the Tricia Romance art gallery and purchased a print of my 
favourite painting - and I got to see the original. Throw in a couple of steak 
dinners and some ice cream from Cows Dairy and it was a very memorable two 
days with the love of my life.  
 
I was really looking forward to this trip, and it did not disappoint. But now it is 
Thursday, and that future trip that I so enjoyed in the present is now part of the 
past. Wonderful memories. Isn’t that the story of our lives? The future comes, we 
enjoy or endure it, and then it becomes the past. Do we have a future? Every day 
you swing your legs over the side of the bed and start a new day, a new 
adventure, declares we have a future. Whatever happens on that day proves we 
have a future. And then it is tomorrow, and we get a whole new day. 
 
Indeed, we have a future. For some that future will be filled with physical pain, 
loneliness or even betrayal. It will be difficult to enjoy because of the 
circumstances of our life. But even in all this, God promises we have a future, 
whether that future is tomorrow, or we look at it long term. Linda and I won’t 
have another 47 years together, but we do have a future together. We don’t 
know what it will look like, but we have been through so much together that we 
know whatever the future brings, we will endure and so will our love. God is so 
good, and God has been with us and blessed us and upheld us and healed us 
through the worst and best that life has thrown at us.  
 
That is God’s promise to you as well - and to this Church. I am sure you have had 
some very dark days in your life. This church has gone through some very dark 
days too, but God’s love is perfect and enduring, and God has a future for you all. 
I know you understand what the cross means for our ultimate future. We will live 
forever in the presence of Almighty God in the glory of heaven. But that promise 
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of God’s presence and power, as well as God’s healing and forgiveness, is not just 
for heaven but is also for today - and tomorrow!  
 
Check in on Sunday and hear how The God of the past and the present is also the 
God of the future as we look at how God uses his people to bring about healing 
and a bright future in even the most difficult of circumstances.  
See you Sunday! 
Blessings.  
Jim Biggs 

 
Fall Reopening for In-Person Worship: 
St. Andrew’s Whitby Church Reopening Sunday September 19, 2021 
The session of St. Andrew’s has approved our reopening plan which we are 
pleased to announce.  

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is planning a tentative reopening for in-person 
worship on Sunday September 19 based on ongoing progress of provincewide 
vaccination rates and improvements of key public health and health care 
indicators. 

Currently we have moved to Step 3 of reopening in the province of Ontario. In 
terms of Places of Worship this is what is now permitted: 

Religious services, rites or ceremonies, including wedding services and funeral 
services (does not apply to receptions) 

Indoor and outdoor permitted with capacity limited to permit physical distancing 
of 2 meters.  

WORSHIP  IN-PERSON:   According to Durham Public Health “Gathering limit 
for religious services, wedding ceremonies and funeral services: Indoor and 
outdoor capacity is limited to the number of people that can maintain 2 metres 
physical distancing.” 

Our reading of this is that there are no longer any percentage maximums for 
worship other than the socially distanced size of the sanctuary. 

• A screening table will be in place, staffed by a volunteer with the 
congregational list. 

• Assisted by ushers, entry seating front-to-back; exit seating back-to-front 
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• Offering baskets will be available at the rear of the sanctuary. 

• masks will be required indoors  

• There will be no congregational singing as yet. Praise-hymn selections will 
be pre-recorded material or keyboard by Music Ministry Leader.  

COFFEE HOUR:   We will not have coffee hour at this time but will continue to 

monitor guidelines for indoor gatherings during the fall period. 

While we hope that this will be a permanent re-opening, there are no guarantees. 

The Covid virus continues to mutate and spread in various parts of the world. It is 

possible we may have to pivot again. We will continue to be open to all the 

possibilities, rather than settle into a false assurance. 

Gary M. , Clerk of Session 

 

 

Our Weekly On-line Services: 
Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (August 29th) may be 
accessed at 10:00 am using the following link.   Invite your friends and family to 
join as well.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw   

  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 

Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 

church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 

www.worship-with-us.org  

  

St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom:  
Each week at 11:45 am, you will be able to “connect in” via Zoom and have coffee 

(or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  This is a great 
time to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each other.  The 

Zoom connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter and have 

been provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.  Hope to see you on Sunday.  

 

Congregational News  
Daily Bread Devotionals – Sept/Oct./Nov…… are now available at 

the church.   If you would like a copy, please contact Jack H. the church office and 
we will make sure you get one. 
   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw
http://www.worship-with-us.org/
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Prayer Requests 
1)Pray for the people of Haiti who have been affected by another natural 
disaster.  Pray for comfort for those who have lost loved ones and for healing for 
those who have been injured. 

 
2)Justine L.:   “May I ask for prayers for courage, resilience, and wisdom as I start 
my new role and resume school?  May the Holy Spirit guide me so I can continue 
to serve Him all for His glory.”  
 
3)Pray for our children and grandchildren who are getting ready to head back to 
school in a couple of weeks.  We pray for protection for them.  We pray for calm 
for them as some have been out of the classroom for over a year. 
 
4)Pray for our older students who are heading back to university/college classes 
in September that this will be a fulfilling and successful year for them. 
 
5)Pray for the teachers and administrators in our schools as they prepare to 
welcome back students soon.  May their preparations be fruitful. 
 

6)Pray for the people of Afghanistan and a return to stability and peace in the 

country.  Pray for the protection and safety for the Afghan people during this 

upsetting upheaval.  Pray for the Christian church in Afghanistan through this 

frightening time. 

 
7)Community Outreach Back-Pack Program:  Pray for this part of St. Andrew’s 
Outreach ministry, for the gathering of supplies and materials and for the 
volunteers preparing the backpacks, as this program nears the distribution phase. 
 
 

Birthday Congratulations to…… 
Tai L. turning 12 on August 26th  
Patricia B. on August 27th 
 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations…. 

to  Sheila and Noel S. celebrating their 52nd on August 29th! 
to Jim and Linda B. who celebrated their 47th this week. 
 



5 

 

Lunch on the Lawn –Tuesday, Aug. 31st, noon – 1:00pm:     
You’re invited to join us under the shade of the trees on our back lawn for lunch 
and fellowship. Bring your own lunch and a lawn chair (we will have some extra 
chairs available). We are following the provincial guidelines spacing out 2m apart. 
Restrictions are easing and we are allowed to have a gathering of a maximum of 
25 individuals. Join us, as you are comfortable, for this opportunity to reconnect 
in person with your friends in St. Andrew’s community. Should the weather be 
inclement, we will take a “rain check”. Hope to see you there!  
 

 

Foodbank News 
Volunteers Needed: 

As we are preparing to open the church September 19th, the Outreach program 
needs some additional help. Here are the volunteer opportunities that will start in 
the next couple of weeks…. 
 
1). Two people to help at closing - Fridays 2:30 to 4:00 
2). One person to go to Cobbs Bread in Pickering at 8:00 pm on Thursdays to load 
bread into our volunteer’s car.  She can do the drop off on Friday morning but 
cannot do all the loading herself. We have only 20 minutes to load the bread into 
boxes. 
3) One person who can run bags of groceries upstairs on Thursday afternoons- 
time is negotiable  

 
Back-to-School Backpack Ministry:  

The St. Andrew’s Community Foodbank is approaching the distribution 
phase this week and next. This annual ministry helps local elementary 
and high school and college students have some NEW supplies to start 
the school year off in a positive way come September. Last year we 
provided well over 200 backpacks full of school supplies to low-
income families in our community and expect to do at least this many 
again.   We have been shopping in bulk to help manage the cost of 
this ministry so designated offerings will help us out the most. This 

also makes sure that you can receive a tax receipt for your donations.  
 
If you would like to donate specific items our MOST needed donations are:  

1. BACKPACKS 
2. PENCIL CRAYONS/MARKERS  
3. BINDERS 
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4. PENCIL SHARPENERS 
5. REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES 

 
 

We also provide a ‘new-to-you’ hoodie or 
fall jacket in each backpack. If there are any extras in your family or 
ones that you’ve recently grown out of, please donate these. Our 
volunteers will make sure they are washed and ready to pass along to 
a student. *We are always in need an adult size too for our high 
school and college students!  

 
We will be giving a new age-appropriate novel/storybook to each child with 
their backpack. If you have any gently used books that you could donate 
this would be a fantastic additional blessing.  
 

 
Please bring ALL DONATIONS **before September 1st** to St. Andrew’s Church Whitby 
(209 Cochrane St. 905-668-4022)  Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays 10:00am to 3:00pm          

 and ring the back doorbell when you arrive         
 
Last Minute Backpack Needs:  The Community Outreach 
Program volunteers are putting the finishing touches as they prepare the 
requisite number of backpacks.  There are some specific needs in this final phase.  
If you can help in providing any of these specific items, your support would be 
greatly appreciated.  You can drop off items to the church anytime during the 
week, Wednesday through Friday – 10:00am to 3:00pm.  Thank you! 
 
Numbers of Items still needed: 
Backpacks:    11- K-5  male            3 – 6+ male             5 – Highschool female 
Pencil Cases – 20                            Pens – 60 +               Erasers – 24 
Pencil Sharpeners – 26+               Binders and paper - 13 
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Link to print off backpack blessing cards – 

www.standrewscommunityfoodbank.ca  
 

printable Backpack Blessing Cards 
  

  

 
Study and Devotional Resources 

A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song: 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—
how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?33 Who will bring 
any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 
who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 
us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s Community 

Foodbank & Support Program continue to be….  

  
1. Cooking oil    

2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal etc.)     

3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce   

4. Diapers size 5 and 6    

5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex    

6. Dish soap    

  

  
  

http://www.standrewscommunityfoodbank.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JpcjHSKolCtkN_g8MG1C-swZFoUUlL1g/view?usp=sharing
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“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[j] 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.    Romans 8:31-39 

The Love of God Is Greater Far 
 
The Beginner’s Bible Videos for Children:   Check-out this free series 

of video bible stories for young and primary-aged children.   The videos illustrate 
bible stories from the book The Beginner’s Bible published by Zondervan.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheBeginnersBible/videos 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28153j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155k
https://youtu.be/W6U6PdO59Ck
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/the-beginners-bible-timeless-children/9780310750130-item.html
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheBeginnersBible/videos
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