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St. Andrew’s 2021 Weekly Newsletter September 
16th Edition  

 will have both attained 83 years. My brother & his family live in  

The Pastor’s Corner:  

 

As we come together for worship in person, after a long pause, we will all be 

newcomers! We have seen one another in zoom rectangles, we have met for 

meetings, for fellowship, we have joined livestream worship in our homes and 

cottages, but when we return in person, we will all be newcomers.  
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Sunday mornings will be different for a while. Physical distancing may mean that 

our usual pew is no longer “our pew” because it is now reserved to be the buffered 

distance between us. Our singing will be more muted. The banter around the coffee 

pot still has to wait.  

More poignantly, along with physical distancing, we may be a little strange to one 

another. So much life has happened under pandemic lockdown.  

St. Andrew’s has tried hard to sustain community, not only through this pandemic, 

but even before—with the severing of a pastoral tie beforehand. There are so many 

stories, so many experiences we have not shared with each other in person. There 

is grief and joy, gain and loss, there are celebrations and eulogies which have not 

yet been spoken.  

We can start small and begin slowly to share our stories of heartbreak and hope. 

When we do come together, let us be gentle with one another for God is good.  

A note about Sunday September 26:  

We will mark Orange Shirt Day (officially on September 30).  

This is an annual opportunity for people of all ages to stand in solidarity with 

residential school survivors and their families by wearing orange. The event is 

inspired by residential school survivor Phyllis Webstad.  

When Phyllis Webstad (née Jack) turned six, she was sent to a residential school 

for the first time. On her first day at school, she proudly wore a shiny orange shirt 

that her Granny had bought for her. When she arrived at school she was told that 

she could not wear her favourite shirt. It was taken away from her, never to be 

returned. The Orange Shirt Story tells the true story of Phyllis and her orange shirt 

and of Orange Shirt Day, an important day of remembrance for First Nations 

Canadians.  

Nick Athanasiadis  
 

St. Andrew’s Whitby Church Reopening for In-Person Worship this Sunday:   

We are excited that we will be reopening for in-person Worship this coming 

Sunday, September 19th at 10:00, based on ongoing progress of provincewide 

vaccination rates and improvements of key public health and health care indicators.   

Our protocols for Sunday are based on recommendations from our local public 

health authorities.  
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Our procedures for our Reopening:   According to Durham Public Health 

“Gathering limit for religious services, wedding ceremonies and funeral services: 

Indoor and outdoor capacity is limited to the number of people that can maintain 2 

metres physical distancing.”  

• Entry through the back door of the church from the parking lot 

• A screening table will be in place, staffed by a volunteer with the 

congregational list where you will register your attendance and complete 

COVID screening questions. 

• Assisted by an usher, as you enter the sanctuary, you will be seated front-

toback; exiting the sanctuary at the end of the service will occur seating 

backto-front, directed by an usher. 

• Offering baskets will be available at the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Masks will be required to be worn indoors throughout the service. 

• There will be no congregational singing as yet. Praise-hymn selections will 

be pre-recorded material or keyboard by Music Ministry Leader. 

• Following the service, after exiting the sanctuary, please exit the building 

via the back door to the parking lot. 

• There will be no Coffee Hour at this time. 

While we hope that this will be a permanent re-opening, there are no guarantees. 

The Covid virus continues to mutate and spread in various parts of the world. It is 

possible we may have to pivot again. We will continue to be open to all the 

possibilities, rather than settle into a false assurance.  
 

Our Weekly On-line Services:  

Streaming of this coming Sunday morning’s on-line service (September 19th) may 

be accessed at 10:00 am (or anytime thereafter) using the following link.   Invite 

your friends and family to join as well.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB4jcC91uBH9Mxun1n207Iw  

The above link may be used to access each Sunday’s service anytime following the 

Sunday morning timeslot.  Additionally, you may access archived services on the 

church website (under the pull-down menu “About Us/Sunday Services”) – 

www.worship-with-us.org   
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St. Andrew’s Virtual Coffee Time on Zoom:  

We will continue the virtual Coffee Time on Zoom in the short term.  We will 

adjust the start time to 12:00 noon.   You will be able to “connect in” via Zoom 

and have coffee (or tea if you prefer) with fellow members of the congregation.  

This is a great time to connect with others, see each other and catch-up with each 

other.  The Zoom connection instructions can be found at the end of the Newsletter 

and have been provided in this current Newsletter e-mailing.    

 

Foodbank News  

Volunteers Needed:  

As we are preparing to open the church September 19th, the Outreach program 

needs some additional help. Here are the volunteer opportunities that will start in 

the next couple of weeks….  

1). Two people to help at closing - Fridays 2:30 to 4:00  

2). One person who can run bags of groceries upstairs on Thursday afternoons- 

time is negotiable  Please contact Sheila S. 

 

 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS for the St. Andrew’s 

Community Foodbank & Support Program   

continue to be….  

1. Cooking oil 

2. Any type of breakfast food (jam, oatmeal, cold cereal 

etc.) 

3. Pasta and Pasta Sauce 

4. Diapers size 5 and 6 

5. Toilet Paper / Paper towels / Kleenex 

6. Dish soap 
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Congregational News 

Lunch on the Lawn –Tuesday, Sept. 21st, noon – 1:00pm: 
You’re invited to join us under the shade of the trees on our back lawn for lunch and 

fellowship. Bring your own lunch and a lawn chair (we will have some extra chairs 

available). We are following the provincial guidelines spacing out 2m apart. Restrictions 

are easing and we are allowed to have a gathering of a maximum of 25 individuals. Join 

us, as you are comfortable, for this opportunity to reconnect in person with your friends 

in St. Andrew’s community. Should the weather be inclement, we will take a “rain 

check”. Hope to see you there! If you have any questions, please contact Brian McC. 

Happy Birthday Wishes To……  

Ovan S. on September 18th  ,Bev F-T on September 22nd ,  

Will G. on September 22nd  

 

Happy Anniversary Wishes To…..  

Jackie & Geoff celebrating their 41st wedding anniversary on  September 18th 

Special congratulations to Julie (our Office Administrator) and her husband Jim, 
as they celebrate their 25th Wedding Anniversary on  September 21st  

Wedding News:   Jeff and Katie  were married on September 3rd in Gananoque.  

The wedding celebration took place in Bath (west of Kingston) on September 4th. 

The happy couple are residing in Ottawa.   We extend our congratulations and best 

wishes to Jeff and Katie as well as Gary and Carolyn M.   
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Study and Devotional Resources  
A Meditation Moment through Scripture and Song  

Psalm 34  

I will extol the Lord at all times; his 

praise will always be on my lips.  
2 I will glory in the Lord; let the afflicted hear 

and rejoice.  
3 Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his 

name together.  
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 

he delivered me from all my fears.  
5 Those who look to him are radiant; their 

faces are never covered with shame.  

6 This poor man called, and the Lord heard 

him; he saved him out of all his troubles.  
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around 

those who fear him, and he delivers 

them.  
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the one who takes refuge in 

him.  
9 Fear the Lord, you his holy people, for 

those who fear him lack nothing.  
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10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, 

but those who seek the Lord lack no 

good thing.  
11 Come, my children, listen to me; I will 

teach you the fear of the Lord.  
12 Whoever of you loves life and desires to 

see many good days,  
13 keep your tongue from evil and your lips 

from telling lies.  
14 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace 

and pursue it.  
15 The eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous, and his ears are attentive to 

their cry;  
16 but the face of the Lord is against those 

who do evil, to blot out their name from 

the earth.  

17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears 

them; he delivers them from all their 

troubles.  

 The Lord is close to the broken hearted and 

saves those who are crushed in spirit.  
19 The righteous person may have many troubles, 

but the Lord delivers him from them all;  
20 he protects all his bones, not one of them will 

be broken. 
21 Evil will slay the wicked; the foes of the 

righteous will be condemned.  
22 The Lord will rescue his servants; no one who 

takes refuge in him will be condemned.  

I Will Wait For You  

Through All The Changing Scenes Of Life  
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